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SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 5221

AS AMENDED BY THE HOUSE
Passed Legislature - 2003 Regul ar Session

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2003 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senate Commttee on CGovernnent QOperations & Elections (originally
sponsored by Senators Roach, Kastama, Fairley, Stevens, Horn and
Benton; by request of Secretary of State)

READ FI RST TI ME 03/ 04/ 03.

AN ACT Relating to reorganization of statutes on elections;
amendi ng RCW 29.01. 006, 29.01.008, 29.01.043, 29.01.045, 29.01.055,
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29.01.090, 29.01.110, 29.01.120, 29.01.137, 29.01.140, 29.01.170,
29.01.180, 29.04.001, 29.04.010, 29.04.020, 29.57.140, 29.04.070,
29.04.060, 29.04.085, 29.04.088, 29.04.230, 29.13.070, 29.13.010,
29.13. 020, 29.13.045, 29.13.048, 29.60.010, 29.60.040, 29.60.050,
29.98. 020, 29.04.080, 29.19.070, 29.60.020, 29.07.005, 29.04.095,
29.08. 010, 29.07.010, 29.07.110, 29.07.220, 29.10.081, 29.07.092,
29.07.152, 29.07.030, 29.07.070, 29.07.080, 29.07.090, 29.08.080,
29.07.025, 29.07.260, 29.07.270, 29.10.020, 29.10.040, 29.10.051,
29.10. 090, 29.10.100, 29.10.185, 29.10.220, 29.10.230, 29.04.250,
29.07.130, 29.04.100, 29.04.110, 29.04.120, 29.04.160, 29.10.127,
29.10. 150, 29.33.081, 29.33.330, 29.33.350, 29.04.200, 29.57.010,
29.57.090, 29.57.160, 29.04.040, 29.04.050, 29.48.005, 29.27.090,
29.15. 025, 29.13.050, 29.04.170, 29.24.010, 29.24.040, 29.24.070,
29.15.010, 29.15.090, 29.15.030, 29.15.060, 29.15.220, 29.15.190,
29.04.180, 29.18.150, 29.18.160, 29.68.080, 29.68.100, 29.68.130,
29.04. 035, 29.27.076, 29.81.310, 29.81A 010, 29.81A 020, 29.81A. 040,
29.30. 005, 29.30.081, 29.36.220, 29.36.250, 29.36.260, 29.36.360,
29.51.125, 29.51.185, 29.48.035, 29.51.050, 29.51.060, 29.51.100,
29.51. 200, 29.54.018, 29.54.010, 29.54.015, 29.45.010, 29.45.020,
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71.
74.
62.
62.
65.
79.
79.
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38.
15.
51.
07.
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01.
01.
60.
98.
07.
10.
10.
33.
33.
48.
24.
24.
15.
15.
81.
81.
81A. 070,
27. 0653,
30.
30.

030,
410,
010,
110,
050,
110,
020,
100,
020,
010,
100,
170,
020,
070,
110,
230,
310;
060,
113,
155,
030,
030,
140,
110,
210,
020,
300,
007,
020,
060,
050,
170,
210,
280,

020,
095,
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29.45. 050, 29.45.070, 29.45.120, 29.38.040, 29.38.
29.27.030, 29.27.080, 29.27.100, 29.27.110, 29.109.
29.82. 021, 29.82.025, 29.82.030, 29.82.040, 29.82.
29.82.120, 29.82.140, 29.71.010, 29.71.030, 29.71
29.74.010, 29.74.030, 29.74.060, 29.74.070, 29.74.
29.74.130, 29.13.040, 29.54.075, 29.54.085, 29.62.
29.54.025, 29.62.040, 29.62.050, 29.62.080, 29.62.
29.62.120, 29.62.130, 29.64.010, 29.64.090, 29.65.
29.65.040, 29.65.060, 29.65.080, 29.65.090, 29.65.
29.79.015, 29.79.020, 29.79.030, 29.79.080, 29.79.
29.79.110, 29.79.115, 29.79.120, 29.79.150, 29.79.
29.79.230, 29.79.300, 29.10.060, 29.04.140, 29.42.
29.42.030, 29.42.050, 29.42.070, 29.85.245, 29.82.
29.79.480, 29.82.220, 29.79.440, 29.82.170, 29.709.
29.15.100, 29.51.030, 29.85.110, 29.85.260, 29.85.
29.51. 215, 29.36.370, 29.85.100, 29.91.020, 29.91. 060,
reenacting RCW 29. 01. 005, 29.01.042, 29.01.047, 29.01.
29.01. 065, 29.01.068, 29.01.070, 29.01.080, 29.01.
29.01.117, 29.01.119, 29.01.130, 29.01.135, 29.01.
29.01.160, 29.01.200, 29.04.025, 29.04.091, 29.13.
29.60. 060, 29.60.070, 29.60.080, 29.60.090, 29.98.
29.10. 011, 29.08.060, 29.08.030, 29.07.160, 29.07.
29. 08. 040, 29.07.430, 29.07.440, 29.10.170, 29.10.
29.10.180, 29.10.015, 29.10.071, 29.10.075, 29.10.
29.04.150, 29.04.240, 29.10.125, 29.10.130, 29.10.
29.33.041, 29.33.051, 29.33.061, 29.33.130, 29.33.
29.33.310, 29.33.320, 29.383.340, 29.33.360, 29.04.
29.57.040, 29.57.070, 29.57.100, 29.57.050, 29.57.
29.24.025, 29.24.030, 29.24.035, 29.24.045, 29.24.
29.15.130, 29.15.140, 29.15.044, 29.15.020, 29.15.
29.15.070, 29.15.125, 29.15.120, 29.15.160, 29.15.
29.15.180, 29.15.200, 29.15.230, 29.04.190, 29.68.
29.81. 220, 29.81.230, 29.81.240, 29.81.250, 29.81.
29.81. 290, 29.81.300, 29.81A 030, 29.81A 050, 29.81A
29. 81A. 080, 29.27.020, 29.27.057, 29.27.061, 29.27.
29. 27. 0655, 29.27.066, 29.27.0665, 29.27.067, 29.30.
29.30. 025, 29.30.040, 29.30.060, 29.30.085, 29.30.
29.30.101, 29.30.111, 29.30.130, 29.36.210, 29.36.

060,
010,
080,
040,
100,
030,
090,
010,
100,
090,
160,
010,
210,
490,
240,
and
050,
100,
136,
047,
010,
230,
097,
200,
140,
145,
055,
150,
055,
040,
210,
070,
260,
060,
065,
010,
086,
230,
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29. 36. 240, 29.
29. 36. 320, 29.
29.54. 037, 29.
29.57.130, 29.
29.51. 070, 29.
29.51.115, 29.
29. 45. 090, 29.
29. 38. 050, 29.
29.21. 015, 29.
29.19. 030, 29.
29. 82. 060, 29.
29.71. 020, 29.
29.74.120, 29.
29. 54. 060, 29.
29.27.120, 29.
29. 64. 040, 29.
29. 65. 055, 29.
29.79. 060, 29.
29.79.210, 29.
29.42. 040, 29.
29.15. 080, 29.
29.85. 010, 29.
29. 85. 220, 29.
29. 91.

to be codified
29. 01. 005, 29.
29. 01. 047, 29.
29. 01. 070, 29.
29.01.117, 29.
29.01. 137, 29.
29. 01. 200, 29.
29. 04. 070, 29.
29.13. 070, 29.
29. 60. 010, 29.
29. 60. 080, 29.
29.19. 070, 29.
29. 07. 010, 29.
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82.
27.
74.
54.
36.
64.
65.
79.
79.
85.
79.
85.
85.
040, 29.91.050, 29.13.023, and 29. 13. 024;

as Title 29A RCW creating new secti ons;
01.
01.
01.
01.
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04.
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13.
60.
60.
60.
08.
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13.
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07.

280,
350,
080,
070,
180,
040,
110,
010,
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055,
100,
020,
150,
105,
015,
060,
120,
140,
280,
400,
040,
060,
225,
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040,
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04.
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010,
240,
090,
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010,
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072,
080,
105,
040,
180,
121,
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180,
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190,
170,
150,
093,
080,
030,
010,
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023,
160,
080,
050,
175,
035,
050,
050,
200,
026,
249,
221,
210,
030,

addi ng new sections to
chapter 35.22 RCW adding a newtitle to the Revi sed Code of WAshi ngt on
recodi fyi ng RCW

29.
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29.
29.
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13.
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065,
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135,
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011,
220,

29.
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04.
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045,
068,
113,
136,
180,
025,
230,
048,
070,
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010,
081,
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29.07.092, 29.07.160, 29.07.152, 29.07.030, 29.07.230,
29.07. 140, 29.07.080, 29.07.090, 29.08.080, 29.08.040,
29.07.430, 29.07.440, 29.07.260, 29.07.270, 29.10.020,
29.10.170, 29.10.051, 29.10.090, 29.10.097, 29.10.100,
29.10.180, 29.10.185, 29.10.015, 29.10.071, 29.10. 220,
29.10. 200, 29.10.210, 29.10.230, 29.04.250, 29.07.130,
29.04.110, 29.04.120, 29.04.150, 29.04.160, 29.04. 240,
29.10.127, 29.10.130, 29.10.140, 29.10.150, 29.33.020,
29.33.051, 29.33.061, 29.33.081, 29.33.130, 29.33.145,
29.33.310, 29.33.320, 29.33.330, 29.33.340, 29.33.350,
29.04. 200, 29.57.010, 29.57.090, 29.57.160, 29.04.040,
29. 04. 055, 29.48.005, 29.48.007, 29.57.040, 29.57.070,
29.57.050, 29.57.150, 29.27.090, 29.15.025, 29.13.050,
29.24.010, 29.24.020, 29.24.025, 29.24.030, 29.24.035,
29. 24. 045, 29.24.055, 29.24.060, 29.24.070, 29.15.130,
29.15.010, 29.15.044, 29.15.020, 29.15.090, 29.15.030,
29.15. 050, 29.15.060, 29.15.070, 29.15.125, 29.15.120,
29.15. 210, 29.15.220, 29.15.170, 29.15.180, 29.15.190,
29.15. 230, 29.04.180, 29.04.190, 29.18.150, 29.18. 160,
29.68.080, 29.68.100, 29.68.130, 29.81.210, 29.04.035,
29.81.230, 29.27.076, 29.81.240, 29.81.250, 29.81. 260,
29.81. 290, 29.81.300, 29.81.310, 29.81A 010, 29.81A 020,
29. 81A. 040, 29.81A.050, 29.81A. 060, 29.81A 070, 29.81A. 080,
29.27.057, 29.27.061, 29.27.065, 29.27.0653, 29.27.0655,
29. 27. 0665, 29.27.067, 29.30.005, 29.30.010, 29.30.020,
29. 30. 040, 29.30.060, 29.30.081, 29.30.085, 29.30.086,
29.30.101, 29.30.111, 29.30.130, 29.36.210, 29.36.220,
29. 36. 240, 29.36.250, 29.36.260, 29.36.270, 29.36.280,
29.36. 300, 29.36.310, 29.36.320, 29.36.340, 29.36.350,
29.51.010, 29.51.125, 29.51.180, 29.51.190, 29.54.037,
29.13.080, 29.51.240, 29.51.185, 29.48.030, 29.07.170,
29.57.130, 29.48.020, 29.48.070, 29.48.090, 29.48.100,
29.51. 050, 29.51.060, 29.51.100, 29.51.070, 29.51. 200,
29.51. 250, 29.54.010, 29.54.015, 29.07.180, 29.48.080,
29.54.093, 29.51.115, 29.51.155, 29.45.010, 29.45.020,
29.45. 040, 29.45.050, 29.45.060, 29.45.065, 29.45.070,
29.45.090, 29.45.100, 29.45.110, 29.45.120, 29.38.010,
29.38.030, 29.38.040, 29.38.050, 29.38.060, 29.15.150,
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81.
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29. 81A.
29.
29.
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29.
29.
29.
29.
29.
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29.
29.

27.
27.
30.
30.
36.
36.
36.
48.
48.
51.
54.
48.
45.
45.
38.
18.

070,
025,
040,
110,
075,
100,
125,
041,
300,
360,
050,
100,
170,
040,
140,
040,
160,
200,
070,
220,
280,
030,
020,
066,
025,
095,
230,
290,
360,
010,
035,
150,
018,
045,
030,
080,
020,
010,
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18.
27.
27.
19.
82.
82.
71.
74.
74.
74.
54.
54.
36.
62.
64.
04.
65.
79.
79.
79.
79.
79.
10.
42.
07.
79.
15.
85.
85.
36.
91.
13.
01.
07.
07.
08.
15.
62.

120,
030,
110,
080,
030,
105,
010,
010,
070,
140,
060,
075,
330,
120,
035,
030,
060,
010,
050,
110,
170,
270,
060,
050,
400,
440,
100,
010,
090,
370,
020,
024;
040,
115,
310,
070,
240,
010,

29.18.200, 29.21.010, 29.21.015, 29.21.070, 29.21.410,
29.27.050, 29.27.072, 29.27.074, 29.27.080, 29.27.100,
29.19. 010, 29.19.020, 29.19.030, 29.19.045, 29.19.055,
29.82.010, 29.82.015, 29.82.021, 29.82.023, 29.82.025,
29. 82. 040, 29.82.060, 29.82.080, 29.82.090, 29.82.100,
29.82.110, 29.82.120, 29.82.130, 29.82.140, 29.82.160,
29.71.020, 29.71.030, 29.71.040, 29.71.050, 29.27.140,
29.74.020, 29.74.030, 29.74.040, 29.74.050, 29.74.060,
29.74.080, 29.74.100, 29.74.110, 29.74.120, 29.74.130,
29.74.150, 29.13.040, 29.62.180, 29.54.042, 29.54.050,
29.54.097, 29.54.105, 29.54.121, 29.54.170, 29.51.175,
29.54.085, 29.27.120, 29.62.030, 29.62.020, 29.54.025,
29. 62. 040, 29.62.050, 29.62.080, 29.62.090, 29.62.100,
29.62.130, 29.64.010, 29.64.015, 29.64.020, 29.64.030,
29.64.040, 29.64.051, 29.64.060, 29.64.080, 29.64.090,
29. 65. 010, 29.65.020, 29.65.040, 29.65.050, 29.65.055,
29. 65. 070, 29.65.080, 29.65.090, 29.65.100, 29.65.120,
29.79.015, 29.79.020, 29.79.030, 29.79.035, 29.79.040,
29.79.060, 29.79.070, 29.79.080, 29.79.090, 29.79.100,
29.79.115, 29.79.120, 29.79.140, 29.79.150, 29.79.160,
29.79.180, 29.79.190, 29.79.200, 29.79.210, 29.79.230,
29.79.280, 29.79.290, 29.79.300, 29.70.100, 29.15.026,
29.04. 140, 29.42.010, 29.42.020, 29.42.030, 29.42.040,
29.42.070, 29.85.245, 29.82.210, 29.38.070, 29.85.275,
29. 07. 405, 29.07.410, 29.85.249, 29.79.480, 29.82.220,
29.82.170, 29.79.490, 29.15.080, 29.15.110, 29.79.500,
29.85.040, 29.85.020, 29.51.020, 29.51.030, 29.51.221,
29.85. 110, 29.85.260, 29.85.051, 29.85.060, 29.85.070,
29.85.210, 29.85.220, 29.85.240, 29.51.230, 29.51.215,
29.85.100, 29.85.170, 29.85.225, 29.85.230, 29.91.010,
29.91. 030, 29.91.040, 29.91.050, 29.91.060, 29.13.023, and
repealing RCW 9.81.100, 29.01.010, 29.01.020, 29.01.030,
29.01.087, 29.01.150, 29.04.210, 29.04.235, 29.07.100,
29.07.120, 29.07.240, 29.07.280, 29.07.290, 29.07.300,
29.07.320, 29.07.420, 29.07.450, 29.08.020, 29.08.050,
29. 08. 090, 29.08.900, 29.13.021, 29.13.060, 29.15.046,
29.15.800, 29.19.900, 29.36.900, 29.51.173, 29.57.170,
29.62. 015, 29.64.070, 29.64.900, 29.68.015, 29.68.016,
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29.68.120, 29.74.090, 29.79.250, 29.81.270, 29.81.320, 29.81A. 900,
29. 81A. 901, 29.91.900, 29.91.901, 29.98.050, and 43.01. 015; prescribing
penalties; providing an effective date; and providing an expiration
dat e.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

PART 1
GENERAL PROVI SI ONS

Subpart 1.1
Definitions

Sec. 101. RCW 29.01.005 and 1965 ¢ 9 s 29.01.005 are each
reenacted to read as foll ows:

SCOPE OF DEFI NI Tl ONS. Wrds and phrases as defined in this
chapter, wherever used in Title 29 RCW shall have the nmeaning as in
this chapter ascribed to them unless where used the context thereof
shall clearly indicate to the contrary or unless otherw se defined in
the chapter of which they are a part.

Sec. 102. RCW?29.01.006 and 1994 ¢ 57 s 2 are each anended to read
as follows:

BALLOT AND RELATED TERMS. As used in this title:

(1) "Ballot" means, as the context inplies, either:

(a) The issues and offices to be voted upon in a jurisdiction or
portion of a jurisdiction at a particular primary, general election, or
speci al el ection;

(b) A facsimle of the contents of a particular ballot whether
printed on a paper ballot or ballot card or as part of a voting nmachine
or voting device;

(c) A physical or electronic record of the choices of an individual
voter in a particular primary, general election, or special election;
or

(d) The physical docunent on which the voter's choices are to be
recor ded;

(2) "Paper ballot" neans a piece of paper on which the ballot for
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a particular election or primary has been printed, on which a voter may
record his or her choices for any candidate or for or against any
measure, and that is to be tabul ated manual | y;

(3) "Ballot card" neans any type of card or piece of paper of any
size on which a voter may record his or her choices for any candi date
and for or against any neasure and that is to be tabulated on a vote
tallying system

(4) "Sanmple ballot" neans a printed facsimle of all the issues and
offices on the ballot in a jurisdiction and is intended to give voters
notice of the issues, offices, and candidates that are to be voted on
at a particular primary, general election, or special election;

(5 "((Speet+at)) Provisional ballot"™ neans a ballot issued to a
voter at the polling place on election day by the precinct election
board, for one of the foll ow ng reasons:

(a) The voter's nanme does not appear in the poll book;

(b) There is an indication in the poll book that the voter has
requested an absentee ballot, but the voter wishes to vote at the
pol l'i ng pl ace;

(c) There is a question on the part of the voter concerning the
i ssues or candi dates on which the voter is qualified to vote.

Sec. 103. RCW?29.01.008 and 1990 ¢ 59 s 3 are each anended to read
as follows:

CANVASSI NG "Canvassi ng" nmeans the process of exam ning ballots or
groups of ballots, subtotals, and cumulative totals in order to

determ ne the official returns of ((andpreparethe—certiftecationfor))

a primary or general election and includes the tabul ation of any votes

( (For—that—primwary—or—eleetion)) that were not tabulated at the

precinct or in a counting center on the day of the primary or el ection.

Sec. 104. RCW 29.01.042 and 1999 c¢ 158 s 1 are each reenacted to
read as foll ows:

COUNTI NG CENTER "Counting center" neans the facility or
facilities designated by the county auditor to count and canvass mail
ball ots, absentee ballots, and polling place ballots that are
transferred to a central site to be counted, rather than bei ng counted
by a poll-site ballot counting device, on the day of a primary or
el ecti on.

p. 7 5221-S. SL
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Sec. 105. RCW 29.01.043 and 1984 c 106 s 1 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

COUNTY AUDI TOR. "County auditor" ((+nheludes)) neans the county
auditor in a noncharter county or the officer, irrespective of title,
having the overall responsibility to maintain voter registration and to
conduct state and local elections in a charter county.

Sec. 106. RCW 29.01.045 and 1987 c 346 s 3 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

DATE OF MAI LI NG For registered voters voting by absentee or
((veti+ng—by)) mail ballot, "date of mailing" nmeans the date of the
postal cancellation on the envelope in which the ballot is returned to
the election official by whom it was issued. For all ((ether))
nonr eqgi stered absentee voters, "date of mailing" neans the date stated
by the voter on the envelope in which the ballot is returned to the
el ection official by whomit was issued.

Sec. 107. RCW 29.01.047 and 1987 ¢ 346 s 4 are each reenacted to
read as foll ows:

DI SABLED VOTER "Disabl ed voter" neans any registered voter who
qualifies for special parking privileges under RCW46. 16. 381, or who is
defined as blind under RCW 74.18.020, or who qualifies to require
assistance wth voting under RCW 29. 51. 200.

Sec. 108. RCW 29.01.050 and 1990 ¢ 59 s 5 are each reenacted to
read as foll ows:

ELECTI ON. "El ection” when used alone neans a general election
except where the context indicates that a special election is included.
"El ection" when used without qualification does not include a prinary.

Sec. 109. RCW 29.01.055 and 1986 c 167 s 1 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

ELECTI ON BOARD. "El ection board" neans a group of election
officers serving one precinct or ((greups)) a group of precincts in a
pol l'i ng pl ace.

Sec. 110. RCW 29.01.060 and 1965 ¢ 9 s 29.01.060 are each
reenacted to read as foll ows:

5221-S. SL p. 8



w N

~N o 01 b~

10
11
12

13
14
15
16

17
18
19
20
21

22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33

ELECTION OFFICER.  "El ection officer" includes any officer who has
a duty to performrelating to elections under the provisions of any
statute, charter, or ordinance.

Sec. 111. RCW 29.01.065 and 1987 ¢ 346 s 2 are each reenacted to
read as foll ows:

ELECTOR. "El ector” neans any person who possesses all of the
qualifications to vote under Article VI of the state Constitution.

Sec. 112. RCW 29.01.068 and 1990 ¢ 59 s 77 are each reenacted to
read as foll ows:

FILING OFFICER. "Filing officer" neans the county or state officer
wi th whom decl arations of candidacy for an office are required to be
filed under this title.

Sec. 113. RCW 29.01.070 and 1965 ¢ 9 s 29.01.070 are each
reenacted to read as foll ows:

CENERAL ELECTI ON. "General election” neans an election required to
be held on a fixed date recurring at regular intervals.

Sec. 114. RCW 29.01.080 and 1992 ¢ 7 s 31 are each reenacted to
read as foll ows:

| NFAMOUS CRIME. An "infanous crinme" is a crinme punishable by death
in the state penitentiary or inprisonment in a state correctional
facility.

Sec. 115. RCW29.01.090 and 1977 ex.s. ¢ 329 s 9 are each anmended
to read as foll ows:

MAJOR PCLI TI CAL PARTY. "Major political party" nmeans a political
party of which at |east one nomnee for president, vice president,
United States senator, or a statewide office received at |east five
percent of the total vote cast at the |ast preceding state genera
election in an even-nunbered year((—PROADBED—Fhat—any)). A
political party qualifying as a major political party under ((the

. I . o I . 3} of thi : . .
1977 arendrent—shalt)) this section retains such status until ((after

Hre—next—state—general—electton—toHowng—dune—30—1977)) the next

even-year election at which a candidate of that party does not achi eve

p. 9 5221-S. SL
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at least five percent of the vote for one of the previously specified
offices. If none of these offices appear on the ballot in an even-year
general election, the nmajor party retains its status as a nmpjor party
t hrough that el ection.

Sec. 116. RCW 29.01.100 and 1965 ¢ 9 s 29.01.100 are each
reenacted to read as foll ows:

M NOR PCLI TI CAL PARTY. "M nor political party" means a politica
organi zation other than a major political party.

Sec. 117. RCW29.01.110 and 1965 ¢ 9 s 29.01. 110 are each anended
to read as foll ows:
MEASURES. " Measure" includes any proposition or question submtted

to the voters ((ef—any—spectiie—constitueney)).

Sec. 118. RCW 29.01.113 and 1987 ¢ 346 s 5 are each reenacted to
read as foll ows:

QUT- OF- STATE VOTER. "Qut-of-state voter" means any el ector of the
state of Washington outside the state but not outside the territorial
limts of the United States or the District of Col unbia.

Sec. 119. RCW 29.01.117 and 1987 ¢ 346 s 6 are each reenacted to
read as foll ows:

OVERSEAS VOTER. "Overseas voter" neans any el ector of the state of
Washi ngton outside the territorial limts of the United States or the
District of Col unbia.

Sec. 120. RCW 29.01.119 and 1999 c¢ 158 s 2 are each reenacted to
read as foll ows:

POLL-SITE BALLOT COUNTI NG DEVI CES. "Poll-site ballot counting
devi ce" neans a device programed to accept voted ballots at a polling
pl ace for the purpose of tallying and storing the ballots on election
day.

Sec. 121. RCW29.01.120 and 1965 ¢ 9 s 29.01.120 are each anmended
to read as foll ows:
PRECI NCT. "Precinct" means a geographical subdivision for voting

pur poses  ( ( wthAa—or—wthout—the—tHmts—ob—a—city—or—town—whether))

5221-S. SL p. 10
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that is established by ((a—beard—ef—county—conrm-sstoners—by—a—ectty
council, or by the board of supervisors of a township)) a_county

| egislative authority.

Sec. 122. RCW 29.01.130 and 1965 ¢ 9 s 29.01.130 are each
reenacted to read as foll ows:

PRI MARY. "Primary" or "primary election” neans a statutory
procedure for nom nating candidates to public office at the polls.

Sec. 123. RCW 29.01.135 and 1979 ex.s. ¢ 126 s 2 are each
reenacted to read as foll ows:

QUALI FIED. "Qualified" when pertaining to a winner of an el ection
means that for such el ection:

(1) The results have been certified,

(2) Acertificate has been issued,

(3) Any required bond has been posted; and

(4) The wi nner has taken and subscribed an oath or affirmation in
conpliance with the appropriate statute, or if none is specified, that
he or she wll faithfully and inpartially discharge the duties of the
office to the best of his or her ability. This oath or affirmation
shall be adm nistered and certified by any officer or notary public
authorized to adm ni ster oaths, w thout charge therefor.

Sec. 124. RCW 29.01.136 and 2001 ¢ 225 s 1 are each reenacted to
read as foll ows:

RECOUNT. "Recount"” neans the process of retabulating ballots and
produci ng anmended el ection returns based on that retabul ation, even if
the vote totals have not changed.

Sec. 125. RCW 29.01.137 and 1987 c¢c 346 s 7 are each anended to
read as foll ows:
REG STERED VOTER "Regi stered voter"™ mnmeans any elector who

( { possesses—abH—ol—the—statutory—guab-H-ecatons—to—veole—uvnder—chapters
2907 —and—29-310—RCW) has conpleted the statutory registration

procedures established by this title. The ternms "registered voter" and
"qualified elector” are synonynous.

p. 11 5221-S. SL
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Sec. 126. RCW 29.01.140 and 1971 ex.s. ¢ 178 s 1 are each anmended
to read as foll ows:

RESI DENCE. "Residence" for the purpose of registering and voting
means a person's permanent address where he or she physically resides
and nmaintains his or her abode((+—PROUDED—TFhat)). However, no
person gai ns residence by reason of his or her presence or |oses his or
her residence by reason of his or her absence:

(1) Wile enployed in the civil or mlitary service of the state or
of the United States;

(2) While engaged in the navigation of the waters of this state or
the United States or the high seas;

(3) Wiile a student at any institution of |earning;

(4) Waile confined in any public prison.

Absence fromthe state on business shall not affect the question of
resi dence of any person unless the right to vote has been clained or
exerci sed el sewhere.

Sec. 127. RCW 29.01.155 and 1991 ¢ 23 s 13 are each reenacted to
read as foll ows:

SERVI CE VOTER.  "Service voter" neans any elector of the state of
Washi ngton who is a nmenber of the arned forces under 42 U S.C. Sec.
1973 ff-6 while in active service, is a student or nenber of the
faculty at a United States mlitary acadeny, is a nenber of the
merchant marine of the United States, is a program participant as
defined in RCW 40.24.020, or is a nenber of a religious group or
wel fare agency officially attached to and serving wth the arned forces
of the United States.

Sec. 128. RCW 29.01.160 and 1965 ¢ 9 s 29.01.160 are each
reenacted to read as foll ows:

SEPTEMBER PRI MARY. "Septenber primary" means the primary el ection
hel d in Septenber to nom nate candi dates to be voted for at the ensuing
el ection.

Sec. 129. RCW 29. 01. 170 and 1965 ¢ 9 s 29.01. 170 are each anended

to read as foll ows:
SPECI AL ELECTI ON. "Special election" neans any election that is

5221-S. SL p. 12
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not a general election and may be held in conjunction with a genera
el ection or prinary.

Sec. 130. RCW?29.01.180 and 1975-'76 2nd ex.s. ¢ 120 s 14 are each
anmended to read as foll ows:

SHORT TERM  "Short term neans the brief period of tine starting
upon the conpletion of the certification of election returns and endi ng

with the start of the full term ((en—the—second—Tuesday—of—the—next
Jandary—+rrediatelyr—folHowing—the—eleetion)) and is applicable only

when the office concerned is being held by an appointee to fill a
vacancy ((whi€h)). The vacancy nust have occurred after the | ast
election((5)) at which such office could have been voted upon for an

unexpired term (—prtor—to—the election—for—suech—office for the
suhseguent—Hu-H—tern) ) . Short term elections are always held in

conjunction with elections for the full termfor the office.

Sec. 131. RCW 29.01.200 and 1990 ¢ 59 s 6 are each reenacted to
read as foll ows:

VOTI NG SYSTEM DEVI CE, TALLYI NG SYSTEM (1) "Voting systenm neans
a voting device, vote tallying system or conbination of these together
with ballots and ot her supplies or equipnment used to conduct a prinmary
or election or to canvass the votes cast in a primary or el ection;

(2) "Voting device" neans a piece of equi pnent used for the purpose
of or to facilitate the marking of a ballot to be tabulated by a vote
tallying system or a piece of nechanical or electronic equipnment used
to directly record votes and to accunulate results for a nunber of
i ssues or offices froma series of voters; and

(3) "Vote tallying systeni neans a piece of nmechanical or
el ectroni c equi pnent and associ ated data processing software used to
tabul ate votes cast on ballot cards or otherw se recorded on a voting
device or to prepare that system to tabulate ballot cards or count
vot es.

Subpart 1.2
General Provisions

Sec. 132. RCW 29. 04. 001 and 2001 c 41 s 1 are each anended to read
as foll ows:

p. 13 5221-S. SL
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STATE PQLI CY. It is the policy of the state of Washington to
encourage every eligible person to register to vote and to participate
fully in all elections, and to protect the integrity of the electoral
process by providing equal access to the process whil e guardi ng agai nst
discrimnation and fraud. The election registration |laws and the

voting laws of the state of Washington((—anrd—the—requirerents—of
chapter—41—tLaws—of—2001-)) nust be adm ni stered wi thout discrimnation

based upon race, creed, color, national origin, sex, or political
affiliation.

Sec. 133. RCW29.04.010 and 1965 ¢ 9 s 29.04.010 are each anmended
to read as foll ows:

REGQ STRATI ON REQUI RED FOR VOTI NG - EXCEPTI ON. Only a registered
voter shall be permtted to vote:

(1) At any election held for the purpose of electing persons to
public office;

(2) At any recall election of a public officer;

(3) At any election held for the subm ssion of a measure to any
voting constituency;

(4) At any primary el ection.

((Fhe—provistons—of)) This section ((shatkl)) does not apply to
((township)) elections where being registered to vote is not a
prerequisite to voting.

Sec. 134. RCW 29.04.020 and 1987 c 295 s 1 are each anended to
read as foll ows:
COUNTY AUDI TOR AS SUPERVI SOR OF CERTAI N PRI MARI ES AND ELECTI ONS.
The county auditor of each county shall be ex officio the supervisor of
all primaries and el ections, general or special, and it shall be the
county auditor's duty to provide places for holding such primries and
el ections; to appoint the precinct election officers((+)) and to
provide for their conpensation; to provide ((baHoet—boxes—and—baltots
. hi | —books- . L : . I |
and tally sheets, and deliver them the supplies and materials
necessary for the conduct of elections to the precinct election
of ficers ((at—thepolngplaces)); and to publish and post notices of
calling such primaries and elections in the manner provided by | aw (=
PROV-BED-—That) ) . The notice of a general election held in an even-

5221-S. SL p. 14



©O© 00 N O Ol WDN P

e
N R O

13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21

22
23
24
25
26
27
28

29
30
31
32
33
34
35

nunbered year ((shalt)) nust indicate that the office of precinct
committee officer will be on the ballot((:—and+te)). The auditor shal
al so apportion to each city, town, or district, and to the state of
Washington in the odd-nunbered year, its share of the expense of such
primaries and el ections((+—PROUDED—TFhat)). This section ((shaH))
does not apply to general or special elections for any city, town, or
district ((whieh)) that is not subject to RCW29.13.010 and 29. 13. 020,
but all such elections ((shatt)) nust be held and conducted at the
time, in the manner, and by the officials (wth such notice,
requirenents for filing for office, and certifications by |ocal
officers) as provided and required by the Ilaws governing such
el ecti ons.

Sec. 135. RCW 29.57.140 and 1999 c 298 s 18 are each anmended to
read as foll ows:

COUNTY AUDI TOR-- PUBLI C NOTI CE OF AVAILABILITY OF SERVI CES. The
county auditor shall provide public notice of the availability of
regi stration and voting aids, assistance to elderly and ((handicapped))
di sabled persons, and procedures for voting by absentee ballot
calculated to reach elderly and ((handicapped)) disabled persons not
| ater than public notice of the closing of registration for a primary
or election.

Sec. 136. RCW 29.04.025 and 1983 ¢ 294 s 2 are each reenacted to
read as foll ows:

HANDLI NG OF REPORTS FI LED UNDER PUBLI C DI SCLOSURE LAW  Each county
auditor or county elections official shall ensure that reports filed
pursuant to chapter 42.17 RCW are arranged, handled, indexed, and
disclosed in a manner consistent with the rules of the public
di scl osure comm ssi on adopted under RCW 42.17. 375.

Sec. 137. RCW?29.04.070 and 1994 ¢ 57 s 4 are each anended to read
as follows:

SECRETARY OF STATE AS CHI EF ELECTI ON OFFI CER The secretary of
state through the el ection division shall be the chief election officer
for all federal, state, county, city, town, and district elections

((ard—t—shal—be-his—-or—her—duty—te)) that are subject to this title.

The secretary of state shall keep records of ((sueh)) elections held
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((HA—the——state—and—te)) for which he or she is required by law to
canvass the results, make such records available to the public upon
request, and ((+e)) coordi nate those state election activities required
by federal |aw

Sec. 138. RCW 29. 04. 060 and 1965 ¢ 9 s 29.04. 060 are each anended
to read as foll ows:
PUBLI CATI ON OF ELECTI ON LAWS BY SECRETARY OF STATE. ({Fa—every

year—Hn—whi-ch—state—and—county—of Hecers—are—to—be—elected—+the

the—hands—of—al—ofHcers—of—eleetions-)) The secretary of state shal

ensure that each county auditor is provided with the npst recent
version of the election laws of the state, as contained in this title.
Where anendnents have been enacted after the last conpilation of the
election laws, he or she shall ensure that each county auditor receives
a copy of those anendnents before the next primary or election. The
county auditor shall ensure that any statutory information necessary
for the precinct election officers to performtheir duties is supplied
to themin a tinely nanner.

Sec. 139. RCW?29.04.085 and 2001 ¢ 41 s 3 are each anended to read
as follows:

| NFORMATI ON I N FOREI GN LANGUAGCES. In order to encourage the
br oadest possible voting participation by all eligible citizens, the
secretary of state shall produce voter registration information in the
foreign | anguages required of state agencies. ((Frs—+nformation—rust

be—avai-lable—notater—thanJanvary—1—2002-))

Sec. 140. RCW?29.04.088 and 2001 ¢ 41 s 4 are each anended to read
as follows:

VOTER GUIDE. The secretary of state shall cause to be produced a
"voter guide" detailing what constitutes voter fraud and di scrim nation
under state election laws. This voter guide nmust be provided to every
county election officer and auditor, and any other person upon

request ( ( —no—tater—than—Jdanvary—1—26082) ) .
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Sec. 141. RCW 29.04.091 and 2001 ¢ 41 s 5 are each reenacted to
read as foll ows:

TOLL- FREE MEDI A AND WEB PAGE. The secretary of state shall provide
a toll-free nedia and web page designed to allow voter conmunication
with the office of the secretary of state.

Sec. 142. RCW 29.04.230 and 1991 c 186 s 1 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

ELECTRONI C FACSI M LE DOCUMENTS- - ACCEPTANCE OF. The secretary of
state or a county auditor shall accept and file in his or her office
el ectronic facsimle transm ssions of the foll ow ng docunents:

(1) Declarations ((and—-atHdavits)) of candi dacy;

(2) County canvass reports;

(3) ((Gandidates—)) Voters' panphlet statenents;

(4) Arguments for and against ballot measures that will appear in
a voters' panphlet;

(5) Requests for recounts;

(6) Certification of candidates and neasures by the secretary of
st at e;

(7) Drection by the secretary of state for the conduct of a
mandat ory recount;

(8) Requests for absentee ballots;

(9) Any other election related docunent authorized by rule adopted
by the secretary of state under RCW 29. 04. 235.

The acceptance by the secretary of state or the county auditor is
condi tional upon the docunent being filed in a tinely manner, being
| egible, and otherw se satisfying the requirenents of state |aw or
rules with respect to formand content.

| f the original copy of a docunment nust be signed and a copy of the
docunent is filed by facsimle transm ssion under this section, the
original copy ((shatHlh)) nust be subsequently filed wth the officia
with whomthe facsimle was filed. The original copy ((shath)) nust be
filed by a deadline established by the secretary by rule. The
secretary may by rule require that the original of any docunent, a copy
of whichis filed by facsimle transm ssion under this section, also be
filed by a deadline established by the secretary by rule.
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Subpart 1.3
Times for Holding Elections

Sec. 143. RCW29.13.070 and 1977 ex.s. ¢ 361 s 29 are each anmended
to read as foll ows:

PRIMARIES. Nominating primaries for general elections to be held
in Novenber ((shatt)) nust be held ((at—theregular—polngplaces—in
each—preetnet)) on the third Tuesday of the precedi ng Septenber or on
the seventh Tuesday immediately preceding such general election,
whi chever occurs first.

Sec. 144. RCW 29.13.010 and 1994 c 142 s 1 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

STATE AND LOCAL CENERAL ELECTI ONS--STATEW DE GENERAL ELECTI ON- -
EXCEPTI ONS- - SPECI AL  COUNTY ELECTI ONS. (1) Al state, county, city,
town, and district general elections for the election of federal,
state, legislative, judicial, county, <city, town, district, and
precinct officers, and for the subm ssion to the voters of the state,
county, city, town, or district of any neasure for their adoption and
approval or rejection, shall be held on the first Tuesday after the
first Monday of Novenber, in the year in which they nmay be called. A
statew de general election shall be held on the first Tuesday after the
first Monday of Novenber of each year((—PROM-BEB—Fhat)). However,
the statew de general election held in odd-nunbered years shall be
limted to (a) city, town, and district general elections as provided
for in RCW29. 13. 020, or as otherw se provided by law, (b) the election
of federal officers for the remainder of any unexpired terns in the
menbership of either branch of the Congress of the United States; (c)
the election of state and county officers for the renmainder of any
unexpired terns of offices created by or whose duties are described in
Article Il, section 15, Article Ill, sections 16, 17, 19, 20, 21, 22,
and 23, and Article IV, sections 3 and 5 of the state Constitution and
RCW 2.06.080; (d) the election of county officers in any county
governed by a charter containing provisions calling for general county
elections at this time; and (e) the approval or rejection of state
measur es, i ncluding proposed constitutional anendnent s, matters
pertaining to any proposed constitutional convention, initiative
nmeasures and referendum neasures proposed by the el ectorate, referendum
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bills, and any other matter provided by the | egislature for subm ssion
to the el ectorate.

(2) Acounty legislative authority may, if it deens an energency to
exist, call a special county election by presenting a resolution to the
county auditor at least forty-five days prior to the proposed el ection
date. Except as provided in subsection (4) of this section, a special
el ection called by the county legislative authority shall be held on
one of the follow ng dates as deci ded by such governi ng body:

(a) The first Tuesday after the first Mnday in February;

(b) The second Tuesday in March;

(c) The fourth Tuesday in April;

(d) The third Tuesday in Muy;

(e) The day of the primary as specified by RCW29.13.070; or

(f) The first Tuesday after the first Monday in Novenber.

(3) In addition to the dates set forth in subsection (2)(a) through
(f) of this section, a special election to validate an excess |evy or
bond issue may be called at any tine to neet the needs resulting from
fire, flood, earthquake, or other act of God. Such county speci al
el ection shall be noticed and conducted in the manner provided by |aw.

(4) In a presidential election year, if a presidential preference
primary is conducted in February, Mrch, April, or My under chapter
29.19 RCW the date on which a special election may be called by the
county legislative authority under subsection (2) of this section
during the nonth of that primary is the date of the presidential
primry.

(5) This section shall supersede the provisions of any and all
ot her statutes, whether general or special in nature, having different
dates for such city, town, and district elections, the purpose of this
section being to establish mandatory dates for hol ding el ecti ons except
for those el ections held pursuant to a hone-rule charter adopted under
Article XlI, section 4 of the state Constitution. This section shal
not be construed as fixing the tinme for holding primary elections, or
el ections for the recall of any elective public officer.

Sec. 145. RCW 29. 13. 020 and 2002 ¢ 43 s 2 are each anended to read

as foll ows:
CITY, TOMN, AND DI STRI CT GENERAL AND SPECI AL ELECTI ONS- -
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EXCEPTIONS. (1) Al city, town, and district general elections shal
be held throughout the state of Washington on the first Tuesday
followng the first Monday in Novenber in the odd-nunbered years.

This section shall not apply to:

(a) Elections for the recall of any elective public officer;

(b) Public utility districts, conservation districts, or district
el ections at which the ownership of property within those districts is
a prerequisite to voting, all of which elections shall be held at the
tinmes prescribed in the laws specifically applicable thereto;

(c) Consolidation proposals as provided for in RCW ((28A—-315-280))
28A. 315. 265 and nonhigh capital fund aid proposals as provided for in
chapter 28A. 540 RCW

(2) The county auditor, as ex officio supervisor of elections, upon
request in the formof a resolution of the governing body of a city,
town, or district, presented to the auditor at least forty-five days
prior to the proposed election date, may, if the county auditor deens
an energency to exist, call a special election in such city, town, or
district, and for the purpose of such special election he or she may
conbine, unite, or divide precincts. Except as provided in subsection
(3) of this section, such a special election shall be held on one of
the foll owm ng dates as deci ded by the governing body:

(a) The first Tuesday after the first Mnday in February;

(b) The second Tuesday in March;

(c) The fourth Tuesday in April;

(d) The third Tuesday in Muy;

(e) The day of the primary el ection as specified by RCW29.13. 070;

or

(f) The first Tuesday after the first Mnday in Novenber.

(3) In a presidential election year, if a presidential preference
primary is conducted in February, Mrch, April, or My under chapter
29.19 RCW the date on which a special election nmay be called under
subsection (2) of this section during the nonth of that primary is the
date of the presidential primry.

(4) In addition to subsection (2)(a) through (f) of this section,
a special election to validate an excess levy or bond issue may be
called at any tine to nmeet the needs resulting from fire, flood,
eart hquake, or other act of God, except that no special election my be
hel d between the first day for candidates to file for public office and
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the last day to certify the returns of the general election other than
as provided in subsection (2)(e) and (f) of this section. Such speci al
el ection shall be conducted and notice thereof given in the manner
provi ded by | aw

(5) This section shall supersede the provisions of any and all
ot her statutes, whether general or special in nature, having different
dates for such city, town, and district elections, the purpose of this
section being to establish mandatory dates for hol ding el ections.

Subpart 1.4
El ecti on Costs

Sec. 146. RCW 29.13.045 and 1965 c 123 s 5 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

ELECTI ON COSTS BORNE BY CONSTI TUENCI ES. Every city, town, and
district ((shall—be)) is liable for its proportionate share of the
costs when such elections are held in conjunction with other elections
hel d under RCW 29. 13. 010 and 29. 13. 020.

Whenever any city, town, or district ((shat)) holds any primary or
el ection, general or special, on an isolated date, all costs of such
elections ((shat+)) nust be borne by the city, town, or district
concer ned.

The purpose of this sectionis to clearly establish that the county
is not responsible for any costs involved in the holding of any city,
town, or district election.

In recovering such election expenses, including a reasonable pro-
ration of admnistrative costs, the county auditor shall certify the
cost to the county treasurer with a copy to the clerk or auditor of the
city, town, or district concerned. Upon receipt of such certification,
the county treasurer shall make the transfer from any avail able and
appropriate city, town, or district funds to the county current expense
fund or to the county election reserve fund if such a fund is
established. Each city, town, or district ((shalh)) nust be pronptly
notified by the county treasurer whenever such transfer has been
conpl et ed( (—PROV-BED—HOAEVER—TFhat ) ) . However, in those districts
wherein a treasurer, other than the county treasurer, has been
appoi nted such transfer procedure ((shalt)) does not apply, but the
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district shall pronptly issue its warrant for paynent of election
costs.

Sec. 147. RCW 29.13.047 and 1985 c¢c 45 s 2 are each reenacted to
read as foll ows:

STATE SHARE OF ELECTI ON COSTS. (1) Whenever state officers or
measures are voted upon at a state primary or general election held in
an odd- nunber ed year under RCW29.13.010, the state of Washi ngton shall
assunme a prorated share of the costs of that state primary or genera
el ection.

(2) Whenever a primary or vacancy election is held to fill a
vacancy in the position of United States senator or United States
representative under chapter 29.68 RCW the state of Washi ngton shal
assume a prorated share of the costs of that primary or vacancy
el ecti on.

(3) The county auditor shall apportion the state's share of these
expenses when prorating election costs under RCW 29.13. 045 and shal
file such expense clainms with the secretary of state.

(4) The secretary of state shall include in his or her biennia
budget requests sufficient funds to <carry out this section
Rei mbursenents for election costs shall be from appropriations

specifically provided by |aw for that purpose.

Sec. 148. RCW 29.13.048 and 1986 c 167 s 7 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

| NTEREST ON REI MBURSEMENT OF COSTS. For any reinbursenent of
el ection costs under RCW 29.13.047, the secretary of state shall pay
interest at an annual rate equal to two percentage points in excess of
the discount rate on ninety-day comercial paper in effect at the
federal reserve bank in San Francisco on the fifteenth day of the nonth
i mredi ately preceding the paynent for any period of time in excess of
thirty days after the receipt of a properly executed and docunented
voucher for such expenses and the entry of an allotment from
specifically appropriated funds for this purpose ((urder—REW
43-88-111)). The secretary of state shall pronptly notify any county
that submts an inconplete or inaccurate voucher for reinbursenent
under RCW 29. 13. 047.
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Subpart 1.5
Adm ni stration of El ections

Sec. 149. RCW 29.60.010 and 1992 c 163 s 3 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

ELECTI ON ADM NI STRATI ON AND CERTI FI CATI ON BQARD- - GENERALLY. (1D
The Washi ngton state el ection adm nistration and certification board is
establi shed and has the responsibilities and authorities prescribed by
this chapter. The board is conposed of the foll ow ng nenbers:

(a) The secretary of state or the secretary's designee;

(b) The state director of elections or the director's designee;

(c) Four county auditors appointed by the Wshington state
association of county auditors or their alternates who are county
auditors designated by the association to serve as such alternates,
each appointee and alternate to serve at +the pleasure of the
associ ati on;

(d) One nenber from each of the two largest political party
caucuses of the house of representatives designated by and serving at
the pleasure of the legislative | eader of the respective caucus;

(e) One nenber from each of the two largest political party
caucuses of the senate designated by and serving at the pleasure of the
| egi sl ative | eader of the respective caucus; and

(f) One representative from each major political party, ((as
defned—by—ROAW29-01-090,-)) designated by and serving at the pleasure
of the chair of the party's state central committee.

(2) The board shall elect a chair fromanong its nunber; however
neither the secretary of state nor the state director of elections nor
t heir designees may serve as the chair of the board. A mgjority of the
menbers appointed to the board constitutes a quorum for conducting the
busi ness of the board. Chapter 42.30 RCW the QOpen Public Meetings
Act, and RCW 42.32.030 regarding mnutes of neetings, apply to the
nmeeti ngs of the board.

(3) Menbers of the board shall serve w thout conpensation. The
secretary of state shall reinburse nenbers of the board, other than
those who are nenbers of the legislature, for travel expenses in
accordance wth RCW43.03.050 and 43.03.060. Menbers of the board who
are nenbers of the legislature shall be reinbursed as provided in
chapter 44.04 RCW
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NEW SECTION. Sec. 150. APPEALS. The board created in RCW
29.60. 010 shall review appeals filed under RCW 29. 60. 050 or 29.60. 070.
A decision of the board regarding the appeal nust be supported by not
|l ess than a majority of the nmenbers appointed to the board. A decision
of the board regarding an appeal filed under RCW 29. 60.070 concer ni ng
an election review conducted under that section is final. If a
decision of the board regarding an appeal filed under RCW 29.60. 050
i ncludes a recomendation that a certificate be issued, the secretary
of state, wupon the recomendation of the board, shall 1issue the
certificate.

Sec. 151. RCW 29.60.030 and 2001 ¢ 41 s 11 are each reenacted to
read as foll ows:

DUTI ES OF SECRETARY OF STATE. The secretary of state shall

(1) Establish and operate, or provide by contract, training and
certification prograns for state and county elections admnistration
officials and personnel, including training on the various types of
el ection law violations and discrimnation, and training progranms for
political party observers which conformto the rules for such prograns
est abl i shed under RCW 29. 60. 020;

(2) Adm nister tests for state and county officials and personnel
who have received such training and issue certificates to those who
have successfully conpleted the training and passed such tests;

(3) Maintain a record of those individuals who have received such
training and certificates; and

(4) Provide the staffing and support services required by the board
created under RCW 29. 60. 010.

Sec. 152. RCW 29.60.040 and 1992 c¢c 163 s 6 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

TRAINFNG OF ELECTION ADM NI STRATORS. A  person havi ng
responsibility for the adm nistration or conduct of elections, other
than precinct election officers, shall, wthin eighteen nonths of

undertaki ng those responsibilities ((er—wthin-eighteenrmonths—otJuly
1+,—1993,—whichever—+s—tater)), receive general training regarding the

conduct of elections and specific training regarding their
responsibilities and duties as prescribed by this title or by rules
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adopted by the secretary of state under this title. I ncl uded anong
t hose persons for whom such training is mandatory are the foll ow ng:

(1) Secretary of state elections division personnel;

(2) County elections adm ni strators under RCW 36. 22. 220;

(3) County canvassi ng board nenbers;

(4) Persons officially designated by each major political party as
el ecti ons observers; and

(5) Any other person or group charged with election adm nistration
responsibilities if the person or group is designated by rule adopted
by the secretary of state as requiring the training.

The secretary of state shall reinburse election observers in
accordance with RCW 43.03.050 and 43.03.060 for travel expenses
incurred to receive training required under subsection (4) of this
section.

Neither this section nor RCW 29.60.030 may be construed as
requiring an elected official to receive training or a certificate of
training as a condition for seeking or holding elective office or as a
condition for carrying out constitutional duties.

Sec. 153. RCW 29.60.050 and 1992 c 163 s 7 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

DENI AL OF CERTI FI CATI ON- - REVI EW AND APPEAL. (1) A decision of the
secretary of state to deny certification under RCW 29. 60. 030 ((shatt))
nmust be entered in the mnner specified for orders under the
Adm ni strative Procedure Act, chapter 34.05 RCW Such a decision
((shalt)) is not ((be)) effective for a period of twenty days foll ow ng
the date of the decision, during which tine the person denied
certification may file a petition with the secretary of state
requesting the secretary to reconsider the decision and to grant
certification. The petitioner shall include((s)) in the petition, an
expl anation of the reasons why the initial decision is incorrect and
certification should be granted, and nmay include a request for a
hearing on the matter. The secretary of state shall reconsider the
matter if the petition is filed in a proper and tinely manner. If a
hearing is requested, the secretary of state shall conduct the hearing
within sixty days after the date on which the petition is filed. The
secretary of state shall render a final decision on the matter within
ninety days after the date on which the petition is filed.
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(2) Wthin twenty days after the date on which the secretary of
state nmakes a final decision denying a petition under this section, the
petitioner may appeal the denial to the board created i n RCW29. 60. 010.
I n deci di ng appeal s, the board shall restrict its reviewto the record
established when the matter was before the secretary of state. The
board shall affirmthe decision if it finds that the record supports
the decision and that the decision is not inconsistent with other
decisions of the secretary of state in which the sanme standards were
applied and certification was granted. Simlarly, the board shall
reverse the decision and recommend to the secretary of state that
certification be granted if the board finds that such support is
| acki ng or that such inconsistency exists.

(3) Judicial reviewof certification decisions ((shalh)) wll be as
prescri bed under RCW 34.05.510 through 34.05.598, but ((shakH—be)) is
limted to the review of board decisions denying certification.

Sec. 154. RCW 29.60.060 and 1992 ¢ 163 s 8 are each reenacted to
read as foll ows:

ELECTI ON REVI EWSECTION.  An el ection review section is established
in the elections division of the office of the secretary of state.
Permanent staff of the elections division, trained and certified as
requi red by RCW 29.60.040, shall performthe election review functions
prescri bed by RCW29.60.070. The staff nmay al so be required to assi st
intraining, certification, and other duties as may be assigned by the
secretary of state to ensure the uniform and orderly conduct of
elections in this state.

Sec. 155. RCW 29.60.070 and 1997 ¢ 284 s 1 are each reenacted to
read as foll ows:

REVI EW OF COUNTY ELECTI ON PROCEDURES. (1)(a) The election review
staff of the office of the secretary of state shall conduct a revi ew of
el ection-related policies, procedures, and practices in an affected
county or counties:

(1) I'f the unofficial returns of a primary or general election for
a position in the state legislature indicate that a mandatory recount
is likely for that position; or

(ti) If unofficial returns indicate a mandatory recount is likely
in a statewi de election or an election for federal office.
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Revi ews conducted under (ii) of this subsection shall be perforned
in as many selected counties as tinme and staffing permt. Revi ews
conducted as a result of mandatory recounts shall be perforned between
the time the unofficial returns are conplete and the tine the recount
is to take place, if possible.

(b) I'n addition to conducting reviews under (a) of this subsection,
the election review staff shall also conduct such a reviewin a county

periodically, in conjunction with a county primry or special or
general election, at the direction of the secretary of state or at the
request of the county auditor. |If any resident of this state believes

that an aspect of a primary or election has been conducted
i nappropriately in a county, the resident may file a conplaint with the
secretary of state. The secretary shall consider such conplaints in
schedul i ng periodic reviews under this section.

(c) Before an election review is conducted in a county, the
secretary of state shall provide the county auditor of the affected
county and the chair of the state central conmttee of each major
political party with notice that the review is to be conducted. Wen
a periodic review is to be conducted in a county at the direction of
the secretary of state under (b) of this subsection, the secretary
shall provide the affected county auditor not less than thirty days'
noti ce.

(2) Reviews shall be conducted in conformance wth rules adopted
under RCW 29. 60. 020. In performng a review in a county under this
chapter, the election review staff shall evaluate the policies and
procedures established for conducting the primary or election in the
county and the practices of those conducting it. As part of the
review, the election reviewstaff shall issue to the county auditor and
t he menbers of the county canvassi ng board a report of its findings and
recommendati ons regardi ng such policies, procedures, and practices. A
revi ew conducted under this chapter shall not include any eval uation,
finding, or recomrendation regarding the validity of the outcone of a
primary or election or the validity of any canvass of returns nor does
the election review staff have any jurisdiction to nake such an
eval uation, finding, or recommendation under this title.

(3) The county auditor of the county in which a reviewis conducted
under this section or a nenber of the canvassing board of the county
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may appeal the findings or recomendati ons of the el ection review staff
regarding the review by filing an appeal with the board created under
RCW 29. 60. 010.

Sec. 156. RCW 29.60.080 and 1992 c 163 s 10 are each reenacted to
read as foll ows:

PONERS AND DUTIES OF COUNTY AUDI TOR AND REVI EW STAFF. The county
auditor may designate any person who has been certified under this
chapter, other than the auditor, to participate in a review conducted
in the county under this chapter. Each county auditor and canvassing
board shall cooperate fully during an election review by making
available to the reviewwng staff any material requested by the staff.
The reviewng staff shall have full access to ballot pages, absentee
voting materials, any other election material normally kept in a secure
environment after the election, and other requested nmaterial. | f
ballots are reviewed by the staff, they shall be reviewed in the
presence of the canvassing board or its designees. Ballots shall not
| eave the custody of the canvassing board. During the review and after
its conpletion, the review staff may nake appropriate recomendati ons
to the county auditor or canvassing board, or both, to bring the county
into conpliance with the training required under this chapter, and the
laws or rules of the state of Wshington, to safeguard election
material or to preserve the integrity of the el ections process.

Sec. 157. RCW 29.60.090 and 1992 c 163 s 11 are each reenacted to
read as foll ows:

ELECTI ON ASSI STANCE AND CLEARI NGHOUSE PROGRAM The secretary of
state shall establish within the elections division an election
assi stance and clearinghouse program which shall provide regular
comruni cati on between the secretary of state, |ocal election officials,
and maj or and m nor political parties regarding newWy enacted el ections
| egislation, relevant judicial decisions affecting the adm nistration
of el ections, and applicabl e attorney general opinions, and which shal
respond to inquiries fromelections adm nistrators, political parties,
and others regarding election information. This section does not
enpower the secretary of state to offer |egal advice or opinions, but
the secretary may discuss the construction or interpretation of
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el ection law, case law, or legal opinions fromthe attorney general or
ot her conpetent |egal authority.

Subpart 1.6
Construction

Sec. 158. RCW 29.98.010 and 1965 ¢ 9 s 29.98.010 are each
reenacted to read as foll ows:

CONTI NUATI ON OF EXI STI NG LAW  The provisions of this title insofar
as they are substantially the sane as statutory provisions repeal ed by
this chapter, and relating to the sane subject matter, shall be
construed as restatenents and continuati ons, and not as new enactnents.

Sec. 159. RCW 29.98.020 and 1965 ¢ 9 s 29.98.020 are each anmended
to read as foll ows:

CAPTIONS NOT PART OF LAW ((Ftte—headings;)) Chapter headi ngs,
part, subpart, and section or subsection ((headings)) captions, as used
inthis title do not constitute any part of the | aw.

Sec. 160. RCW 29.98.030 and 1965 ¢ 9 s 29.98.030 are each
reenacted to read as foll ows:

| NVALIDITY OF PART OF TITLE NOT TO AFFECT RENAI NDER. If any
provision of this title, or its application to any person or
circunstance is held invalid, the remainder of the title, or the
application of the provision to other persons or circunstances is not
af f ect ed.

Subpart 1.7
Rul e- maki ng Aut hority

Sec. 161. RCW29.04.080 and 1971 ex.s. ¢ 202 s 2 are each anmended
to read as foll ows:

RULES BY SECRETARY OF STATE. The secretary of state as chief
election officer shall make reasonable rules ((ard—regutations)) in

accordance wth chapter 34.05 RCW not i nconsi st ent with the

federal ((7)) and st ate((;—eeunty—eity—town,—and—distrtet)) el ection

laws to effectuate any provision of this title and to facilitate the
execution of ((t+het+)) its provisions in an orderly, tinely, and

p. 29 5221-S. SL



©O© 00 N O Ol WDN P

W W W W W W WwWwWwWwWwWwWMNDNDNDMDNDNMNDNMDDNMNMNDNMDMNMNMDNPEPRPPRPEPRPRPRPPRPERPRPRERPPRPRE
0O NO O A W NPEFP O OOWwuNO O P WNEPEOOOWOOLwWNO O~ owDdNDE.Oo

uni form manner ((and)) relating to any federal, state, county, city,
town, and district elections. To that end the secretary shall assist
| ocal election officers by devising uniformforns and procedures. ((He

Lati | ded for in thi on))

In addition to the rule-naking authority granted otherwi se by this

section, the secretary of state shall neke rules governing the
foll ow ng provisions:

(1) The mai ntenance of voter reqgistration records;

(2) The preparation, nmaintenance, distribution, review, and filing
of precinct maps;

(3) Standards for the design, layout, and production of ballots;

(4) The examination and testing of voting systens for
certification;

(5) The source and scope of independent evaluations of voting
systens that nay be relied upon in certifying voting systens for use in
this state;

(6) Standards and procedures for the acceptance testing of voting
systens by counti es;

(7) Standards and procedures for testing the programmng of vote
tallying software for specific prinmaries and el ecti ons;

(8) Standards and procedures for the preparation and use of each
type of certified voting systemincluding procedures for the operation
of counting centers where vote tallying systens are used;

(9) Standards and procedures to ensure the accurate tabul ation and
canvassing of ballots;

(10) Consistency anong the counties of the state in the preparation
of ballots, the operation of vote tallying systens, and the canvassing
of primaries and el ections;

(11) Procedures to ensure the secrecy of a voter's ballot when a
small nunber of ballots are counted at the polls or at a counting
center;

(12) The use of substitute devices or neans of voting when a voting
device at the polling place is found to be defective, the counting of
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votes cast on the defective device, the counting of votes cast on the
substitute device, and the docunentation that nust be submtted to the
county auditor regarding such circunstances;

(13) Procedures for the transportation of sealed containers of
voted ballots or sealed voting devices;

(14) The acceptance and filing of docunents via electronic
facsiml e;

(15) Voter reqgistration applications and records;

(16) The use of voter reqgistration information in the conduct of
el ecti ons;

(17) The coordination, delivery, and processing of voter
registration records accepted by driver licensing agents or the
departnent of |icensing;

(18) The coordination, delivery, and processing of voter
registration records accepted by agenci es designated by the governor to
provide voter reqgistration services;

(19) Procedures to receive and distribute voter registration
applications by nmail;

(20) Procedures for a voter to change his or her voter registration
address within a county by tel ephone;

(21) Procedures for a voter to change the nane under which he or
she is registered to vote;

(22) Procedures for canceling dual voter reqgistration records and
for maintaining records of persons whose voter registrations have been
cancel ed;

(23) Procedures for the electronic transfer of voter registration
records between county auditors and the office of the secretary of
st at e;

(24) Procedures and forns for declarations of candi dacy;

(25) Procedures and requirenents for the acceptance and filing of
decl arations of candidacy by el ectronic neans;

(26) Procedures for the circunstance in which two or nore
candidates have a nane simlar in sound or spelling so as to cause
confusion for the voter;

(27) Filing for office;

(28) The order of positions and offices on a ballot;

(29) Sanple ballots;

(30) I ndependent evaluations of voting systens;
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(31) The testing, approval, and certification of voting systens;

(32) The testing of vote tallying software progranm ng;

(33) Standards and procedures to prevent fraud and to facilitate
the accurate processing and canvassing of absentee ballots and mail
ball ots;

(34) Standards and procedures to guarantee the secrecy of absentee
ballots and nail ballots;

(35) Uniformty anbng the counties of the state in the conduct of
absentee voting and nmail ballot elections;

(36) Standards and procedures to acconmpdate out-of-state voters,
overseas voters, and service voters;

(37) The tabul ation of paper ballots before the close of the polls;

(38) The accessibility of polling places and registration
facilities that are accessible to elderly and di sabl ed persons;

(39) The aggregation of precinct results if reporting the results
of a single precinct could jeopardize the secrecy of a person's ballot;

(40) Procedures for conducting a statutory recount;

(41) Procedures for filling vacancies in congressional offices if
the general statutory tine requirenents for availability of absentee
ballots, certification, canvassing, and related procedures cannot be
met;

(42) Procedures for the statistical sanpling of signatures for
purposes of verifying and canvassing signatures on initiative,
referendum and recall election petitions;

(43) Standards and deadlines for submtting material to the office

of the secretary of state for the voters' panphlet;

(44) Deadlines for the filing of ballot titles for referendumbills
and constitutional anmendnents if none have been provided by the
| eqi sl ature;

(45) Procedures for the publication of a state voters' panphlet;
and

(46) Procedures for conducting special elections regarding nuclear

waste sites if the general statutory tine requirenents for availability
of absentee ballots, certification, canvassing, and rel ated procedures

cannot be net.

Sec. 162. RCW 29.19.070 and 1995 1st sp.s. ¢ 20 s 4 are each
anmended to read as foll ows:
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PRESI DENTI AL PRI MARY RULES. The secretary of state as chief
el ection officer may nmake rules in accordance with chapter 34.05 RCWto
facilitate the operation, acconplishnent, and purpose of ((thts
chapter)) the presidential primary authorized in RCW29.19.010 through
29.19.080 (as recodified by this act). The secretary of state shal
adopt rules consistent with this chapter to conply with national or
state political party rules.

Sec. 163. RCW 29.60.020 and 1992 c 163 s 4 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

PONERS AND DUTI ES OF BQARD. (1) The secretary of state and the
board created in RCW29. 60. 010 shall jointly adopt rules, in the manner
specified for the adoption of rules under the Adm nistrative Procedure
Act, chapter 34.05 RCW governing:

(a) The training of persons officially designated by nmgjor
political parties as elections observers under this title, and the
training and certification of election admnistration officials and
personnel ;

(b) The policies and procedures for conducting election reviews
under RCW 29. 60. 070; and

(c) The policies and standards to be used by the board in review ng
and rendering decisions regarding appeals filed under RCW 29. 60. 070.

£3))) (2) The board created in RCW 29.60.010 may adopt rules
governing its procedures.
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PART 2
VOTERS AND REG STRATI ON

Subpart 2.1
Definitions

Sec. 201. RCW?29.07.005 and 1994 ¢ 57 s 9 are each anended to read
as follows:

DEFI NI T1 ON. As used in this chapter: "Information required for
voter registration” means the m ninmum information provided on a voter
registration application that is required by the county auditor in
order to place a voter registration applicant on the voter registration

rolls. This information includes the applicant's nane, conplete
residence address, date of birth, and a signature attesting to the
truth of the information provided on the application. Al'l ot her

information supplied is ancillary and not to be used as grounds for not
regi stering an applicant to vote.

Sec. 202. RCW 29.04.095 and 1973 1st ex.s. ¢ 111 s 1 are each
anended to read as foll ows:

DEFI NI TIONS.  For purposes of ((REW29-04-100through—29-04-120))
this chapter, the following words ((shat)) have the follow ng
meani ngs:

(1) ((“County—auvditor—preans—the—county—avd-tor—in—any—noncharter

L I I 6 eial hayi I ]
NN . . . . g o,

£2y)) "Person" neans an individual, partnership, joint venture
public or private corporation, association, state or |ocal governnental
entity or agency however constituted, candidate, commttee, political
commttee, political party, executive commttee thereof, or any other
organi zati on or group of persons, however organi zed.

((3))) (2) "Political purpose” neans a purpose concerned with the
support of or opposition to any candidate for any partisan or
nonpartisan office or concerned with the support of or opposition to
any ballot proposition or issue; "political purpose" includes, but is
not limted to, such activities as the advertising for or against any
candi date or ballot nmeasure or the solicitation of financial support.
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Sec. 203. RCW 29.10.011 and 1994 ¢ 57 s 33 are each reenacted to
read as foll ows:

DEFI NI T1 ONS. The definitions set forth in this section apply
t hroughout this chapter, unless the context clearly requires otherw se.

(1) "Verification notice" nmeans a notice sent by the county auditor
to a voter registration applicant and is used to verify or collect
i nformati on about the applicant in order to conplete the registration.

(2) "Acknow edgenent notice" neans a notice sent by nonforwardabl e
mai | by the county auditor to a registered voter to acknowl edge a voter
regi stration transaction, which can include initial registration,
transfer, or reactivation of an inactive registration. An
acknowl edgenent notice nmay be a voter registration card.

(3) "Confirmation notice" nmeans a notice sent to a regi stered voter
by first class forwardable mail at the address indicated on the voter's
permanent registration record and to any other address at which the
county auditor could reasonably expect mail to be received by the voter
in order to confirmthe voter's residence address. The confirmation
notice nust be designed so that the voter nmay update his or her current
resi dence address.

Sec. 204. RCW 29.08.010 and 1994 c 57 s 30 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

DEFI NI TI1 ONS. The definitions set forth in this section apply
t hroughout this chapter, unless the context clearly requires otherw se.

(1) "By mail" means delivery of a conpleted original voter
registration application by mail or by personal delivery. ((Fhe

applications.))

(2) For voter registration applicants, "date of mailing" nmeans the
date of the postal cancellation on the voter registration application.
This date will also be used as the date of application for the purpose

of neeting the registration cutoff deadline. If the posta
cancellation date is illegible then the date of receipt by the
elections official is considered the date of application. If an

application is received by the elections official by the close of
business on the fifth day after the cutoff date for voter registration
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and the postal cancellation date is illegible, the application will be
considered to have arrived by the cutoff date for voter registration.

Subpart 2.2
General Provisions

Sec. 205. RCW 29.07.010 and 1999 c 298 s 4 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

COUNTY AUDI TOR AS CH EF REG STRAR OF VOTERS, CUSTODI AN OF RECORDS- -
REGQ STRATI ON ASSI STANTS. (1) In all counties, the county auditor shal
be the chief registrar of voters for every precinct within the county.

The auditor may appoi nt ((a—+regtstratton—-asststant—for—each prect-het—or
group—ol—precinets—and—shaH—appotnt—et-ty—or—town—clerks—as) )

reglstratlon assistants to assist in reglsterlng persons residi ng in

((e+PFeS——P9HHS——aHd—FHF&#—p¥ee+ﬂe%5—Mk%h+ﬂ)) t he county

for—ity—andtown——elerks,)) Each registration assistant holds office at

the pleasure of the county auditor and nust be a registered voter.

((4»)) (2) The county auditor shall be the custodian of the
official registration records of ((that)) the county. The county
audi tor shall ensure that mail-in voter registration application forns
are readily available to the public at |ocations to include but not
l[imted to the elections office, and all common schools, fire stations,
and public libraries.

Sec. 206. RCW 29.08.060 and 1994 ¢ 57 s 32 are each reenacted to
read as foll ows:

AUDI TOR S PROCEDURE. (1) On receipt of an application for voter
regi stration under this chapter, the county auditor shall review the
application to determ ne whether the information supplied is conplete.
An application that contains the applicant's nanme, conplete valid
resi dence address, date of birth, and signature attesting to the truth

of the information provided on the application is conplete. If it is
not conplete, the auditor shall pronptly mail a verification notice of
the deficiency to the applicant. This verification notice shall
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require the applicant to provide the mssing information. If the
verification notice is not returned by the applicant or is returned as
undel i verabl e the auditor shall not place the nane of the applicant on
the county voter |list. If the applicant provides the required
information, the applicant shall be registered to vote as of the date
of mailing of the original voter registration application.

(2) If the information is conplete, the applicant is considered to
be registered to vote as of the date of nmailing. The auditor shal
record the appropriate precinct identification, taxing district
identification, and date of registration on the voter's record. Wthin
forty-five days after the receipt of an application but no |later than
seven days before the next primary, special election, or general
el ection, the auditor shall send to the applicant, by first class mail,
an acknow edgenent notice identifying the registrant's precinct and
contai ning such other information as may be required by the secretary
of state. The postal service shall be instructed not to forward a
voter registration card to any other address and to return to the
auditor any card which is not deliverable. If the applicant has
indicated that he or she is registered to vote in another county in
Washi ngt on but has al so provided an address within the auditor's county
that is for voter registration purposes, the auditor shall send, on
behalf of the registrant, a registration cancellation notice to the
audi tor of that other county and the auditor receiving the notice shal
cancel the registrant's voter registration in that other county. | f
the registrant has indicated on the formthat he or she is registered
to vote within the county but has provided a new address within the
county that is for voter registration purposes, the auditor shall
transfer the voter's registration.

(3) If an acknow edgenent notice card is properly nmiled as
required by this section to the address listed by the voter as being
the voter's mailing address and the notice is subsequently returned to
the auditor by the postal service as being undeliverable to the voter
at that address, the auditor shall pronptly send the voter a
confirmation notice. The auditor shall place the voter's registration
on inactive status pending a response from the voter to the
confirmation noti ce.
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Sec. 207. RCW?29.07.110 and 1971 ex.s. ¢ 202 s 15 are each anmended
to read as foll ows:

TRANSM TTAL OF REGQ STRATI ON  FORMS. Every ((deputy—registrar
located—outside—the—countyr—courthouse)) registration assistant shal
keep registration supplies at his or her usual place of residence or
usual place of business ((at—+reasenablehours—and—at—the—end—-of—each

resi-di-ng—i-n—any—preci-net—w-thin—the county concerned)). A person or

organi zation <collecting voter reqgistration application fornms nust
transnmit the forns to the secretary of state or a designee at |east
once weekly.

Sec. 208. RCW 29.08.030 and 1993 ¢ 434 s 3 are each reenacted to
read as foll ows:

REG STRATION BY MAIL. Any elector of this state may register to
vote by mail under this chapter.

Sec. 209. RCW 29.07.220 and 1993 c 408 s 11 are each amended to
read as foll ows:

COVWPUTER FI LE OF VOTER REQ STRATI ON RECORDS- - ESTABLI SHVENT- - DUTI ES
OF COUNTY AUDI TOR. Each county auditor shall maintain a conputer file

stoerage)) containing the records of all registered voters within the
county. ( (VWhere—+t—t+s—necessary—or—advisable;-)) The auditor nmay
provide for the establishnent and nai ntenance of such files by private
contract or through interlocal agreenent as provided by chapter 39.34
RCW ( —as—t—new—exists—er—is—hereafter—anmended)). The conputer file
((shak)) nmust include, but not be limted to, each voter's |ast nane,
first name, mddle initial, date of birth, residence address, ((sex))
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gender, date of registration, applicable taxing district and precinct
codes, and the last date on which the individual voted. The county
audi tor shall subsequently record each consecutive date upon which the
i ndi vi dual has voted and retain at |east the | ast five such consecutive
dates((—PROUDPED—Fhat)). If the voter has not voted at |east five
times since establishing his or her current registration record, only
the avail able dates ((shalt+)) will be included.

Sec. 210. RCW 29.10.081 and 1994 c 57 s 40 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

COUNT OF REG STERED VOTERS. (1) Except as otherw se specified by
this title, registered voters include those assigned to active and
i nactive status by the county auditor.

(2) Election officials shall not include inactive voters in the
count of registered voters for the purpose of dividing precincts,
creating vote-by-mail precincts, determning voter turnout, or other
purposes in law for which the determning factor is the nunber of
regi stered voters. Election officials shall not include persons who
are ongoi ng absentee voters under RCW ((29-36-9043)) 29.36.240 (as
recodified by this act) in determ ning the naxi mum perm ssi ble size of
vote-by-mail precincts or in determning the maxi mum perm ssible size
of precincts. Nothing in this subsection may be construed as altering
the vote tallying requirements of RCW 29. 62. 090.

Sec. 211. RCW29.07.092 and 2001 c¢c 41 s 6 are each anended to read
as follows:

NEW REG STRATION OR TRANSFER- - ACKNOALEDGVENT- - CANCELLATI ON  OF
PREVI QUS REQ STRATI ON. The county auditor shall acknow edge each new
voter registration or transfer by providing or sending the voter a card
identifying his or her current precinct and containing such other
information as may be prescribed by the secretary of state. When a
person who has previously registered to vote in a jurisdiction applies
for voter registration in a new jurisdiction, the person shall provide
on the registration form all information needed to cancel any previous
registration. The county auditor shall forward any information
pertaining to the voter's prior voter registration to the county where
the voter was previously registered, so that registration may be
cancel ed. If the prior voter registration is in another state, the
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notification nmust be made to the state elections office of that state.
A county auditor receiving official information that a voter has
registered to vote in another jurisdiction shall imrediately cance
that voter's registration

Sec. 212. RCW 29.07.160 and 1993 ¢ 383 s 2 are each reenacted to
read as foll ows:

CLOSI NG REGQ STRATI ON FI LES--NOTI CE.  The registration files of al
precincts shall be closed against original registration or transfers
for thirty days inmmedi ately preceding every prinmary, special election,
and general election to be held in such precincts.

The county auditor shall give notice of the closing of the precinct
files for original registration and transfer and notice of the speci al
regi stration and voting procedure provided by RCW 29.07.152 by one
publication in a newspaper of general circulation in the county at
| east five days before the closing of the precinct files.

No person may vote at any primary, special election, or genera
el ection in a precinct polling place unless he or she has registered to
vote at least thirty days before that primary or election. If a
person, otherwi se qualified to vote in the state, county, and precinct
in which he or she applies for registration, does not register at |east
thirty days before any prinmary, special election, or general election,
he or she may register and vote by absentee ballot for that primary or
el ection under RCW 29.07. 152.

Sec. 213. RCW 29.07.152 and 1993 c 383 s 1 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

LATE REQ STRATI ON- - SPECI AL PROCEDURE. This section establishes a
speci al procedure which an elector nmay use to register to vote during
the period beginning after the closing of registration for voting at
the polls under RCW 29.07. 160 and ending on the fifteenth day before a
primary, special election, or general election. ((Buingthis—period-
the—unregistered)) A qualified elector in the county nay register to

vote in person in the office of the county auditor or at a voter
registration location specifically designated for this purpose by the
county auditor of the county in which the applicant resides, and apply
for an absentee ballot for that primary or election. The auditor or

((veter—registrar)) reqgistration assistant shall regi ster that
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i ndi vidual in the manner provided in this chapter. The application for
an absentee ballot executed by the newy registered voter for the
primary or election that follows the execution of the registration
shall be pronmptly transmtted to the auditor wwth the conpl eted voter
registration form

Sec. 214. RCW29.07.030 and 1965 ¢ 9 s 29.07.030 are each anmended
to read as foll ows:

EXPENSE OF REG STRATION. The expense of registration in all rural
precincts ((shatt)) nust be paid by the county((+)). The expense of
registration in all precincts lying wholly within a city or town nust

be paid by the city or town. ( ( Fa—prectnets—ying—partby—w-tHhin—and
partty—outside—of—a—eity—ortown—the—experse—ot—+egisiration—shal—be

the—nurber—Hvirg—outside—oef—+t-)) Reqgistration expenses for this

section include both active and inactive voters.

Sec. 215. RCW 29.07.230 and 1980 ¢ 32 s 6 are each reenacted to
read as foll ows:

PAYMENT TO COUNTI ES FOR MAI NTENANCE OF VOTER REGQ STRATI ON RECORDS
ON ELECTRONI C DATA PROCESSI NG SYSTEMS. To conpensate counties wth
fewer than ten thousand registered voters at the time of the nost
recent state general election for unrecoverable costs incident to the
mai nt enance of voter registration records on el ectronic data processing
systens, the secretary of state shall, in June of each year, pay such
counties an anmount equal to thirty cents for each registered voter in
the county at the tinme of the nost recent state general election.

Subpart 2.3
For ns

Sec. 216. RCW 29.07.070 and 1994 c¢c 57 s 11 are each anended to
read as foll ows:
VOTER QUALI FI CATI ON | NFORVATI ON- - VERI FI CATI ON NOTI CE. (( Exeept—as

provided—under—RON29-07-260-)) An applicant for voter registration

shall conplete an application providing the followng information
concerning his or her qualifications as a voter in this state:
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(1) The address of the last former registration of the applicant as
a voter in the state;

(2) The applicant's full nane;

(3) The applicant's date of birth;

(4) The address of the applicant's residence for voting purposes;

(5) The mailing address of the applicant if that address is not the
sane as the address in subsection (4) of this section;

(6) The sex of the applicant;

(7) A declaration that the applicant is a citizen of the United
States; ((and))

(8) The applicant's signature; and

(9) Any other information that the secretary of state determnes is
necessary to establish the identity of the applicant and prevent
duplicate or fraudul ent voter registrations.

This information shall be recorded on a single registration formto
be prescribed by the secretary of state.

If the applicant fails to provide the information required for
voter registration, the auditor shall send the applicant a verification
noti ce. The auditor shall not register the applicant until the
required information is provided. |If a verification notice is returned
as undeliverable or the applicant fails to respond to the notice within
forty-five days, the auditor shall not register the applicant to vote.

The follow ng warning shall appear in a conspicuous place on the
voter registration form

"If you knowngly provide false information on this voter
registration form or knowingly make a false declaration about your
qualifications for voter registration you will have conmtted a class
C felony that is punishable by inprisonnent for up to five years, or by
a fine of up to ten thousand dollars, or both inprisonnent and fine."

Sec. 217. RCW 29.07.140 and 1994 ¢ 57 s 18 are each reenacted to
read as foll ows:

APPLI CATI ON FORM - SI NGLE COWPLETI ON- - FURNI SHED BY SECRETARY OF
STATE. (1) The secretary of state shall specify by rule the fornmat of
all voter registration applications. These applications shall be
conpatible wth existing voter registration records. An applicant for
voter registration shall be required to conplete only one application
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and to provide the required i nformati on other than his or her signature
no nore than one tine. These applications shall also contain
information for the voter to transfer his or her registration.

Any application format specified by the secretary for wuse in
registering to vote in state and l|local elections shall satisfy the
requi renents of the National Voter Registration Act of 1993 (P.L. 103-
31) for registering to vote in federal elections.

(2) The secretary of state shall adopt by rule a uniform data
format for transferring voter registration records on machi ne-readabl e
medi a.

(3) Al registration applications required under RCW 29.07.070 and
29.07. 260 shall be produced and furnished by the secretary of state to
the county auditors and the departnent of |icensing.

(4) The secretary of state shall produce and distribute any
instructional material and other supplies needed to inplenment RCW
29. 07. 260 through 29.07.300 and 46. 20. 155.

(5 Any notice or statenent that nust be provided under the
Nati onal Voter Registration Act of 1993 (P.L. 103-31) to prospective
regi strants concerning registering to vote in federal elections shal
al so be provided to prospective registrants concerning registering to
vote under this title in state and |local elections as well as federal
el ecti ons.

Sec. 218. RCW 29.07.080 and 1994 c 57 s 12 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

OCATH OF APPLI CANT. For all voter registrations ((exeeuted—under
ROW29-07-070)), the registrant shall sign the follow ng oath:

"I declare that the facts on this voter registration formare true.
| ama citizen of the United States, | amnot presently denied ny civil
rights as a result of being convicted of a felony, | will have lived in
Washi ngton at this address for thirty days i medi ately before the next
election at which I vote, and I will be at |east eighteen years old
when | vote."

Sec. 219. RCW 29.07.090 and 1994 c 57 s 13 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

SIGNATURE CARD. At the tinme of registering, a voter shall sign his
or her name upon a signature card to be transmtted to the secretary of
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state. The voter shall also provide his or her first nane foll owed by
the | ast nane or nanmes and the nane of the county in which he or she is
regi stered. Once each week the county auditor shall transmt all such
cards to the secretary of state. The secretary of state may exenpt a
county auditor who is providing electronic voter registration and
el ectronic voter signature information to the secretary of state from
the requirenents of this section.

Sec. 220. RCW?29.08.080 and 2001 ¢ 41 s 8 are each anended to read
as follows:

FORMS- - SUPPLI ED W THOUT COST--CI TI ZENSHI P. The secretary of state
shal | furnish registration forns necessary to <carry out the
regi stration of voters as provided by this chapter wi thout cost to the

respective counties. All voter registration forns ((prnted—after
Jandary—3—2002-)) nust include clear and conspicuous |anguage,

designed to draw an applicant's attention, stating that the applicant
must be a United States citizen in order to register to vote.

Sec. 221. RCW 29.08.040 and 1993 ¢ 434 s 4 are each reenacted to
read as foll ows:

FORMS. The county auditor shall distribute forns by which a person
may register to vote by mail and cancel any previous registration in
this state. The county auditor shall keep a supply of voter
registration forms in his or her office at all times for politica
parties and others interested in assisting in voter registration, and
shall make every effort to nmake these forns generally available to the
public. The county auditor shall provide voter registration forns to
city and town clerks, state offices, schools, fire stations, and any
ot her | ocations considered appropriate by the auditor for extending
registration opportunities to all areas of the county. After the
initial distribution of voter registration forns to a given |ocation,
a representative designated by the official in charge of that |ocation
shall notify the county auditor of the need for additional voter
regi stration supplies.

Subpart 2.4
Mot or Voter and Registration at State Agencies
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Sec. 222. RCW 29.07.025 and 2002 c 185 s 3 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

VOTER REG STRATION I N STATE OFFI CES, COLLEGES. (1) The governor,
in consultation with the secretary of state, shall designate agencies
to provide voter registration services in conpliance with federal
st at ut es.

(2) Each state agency designated ((unrder—ROW29-07420)) shall
provi de voter registration services for enployees and the public within
each office of that agency.

(()) (3) The secretary of state shall design and provide a
standard notice informng the public of the availability of voter
regi stration, which notice shall be posted in each state agency where
such services are avail abl e.

((63))) (4) The secretary of state shall design and provide
standard voter registration forns for use by these state agenci es.

((4))) (5) Each institution of higher education shall put in place
an active pronpt on its course registration web site, or simlar web
site that students actively and regularly use, that, if selected, wll
link the student to the secretary of state's voter registration web
site. The pronpt nust ask the student if he or she wi shes to register
to vote.

Sec. 223. RCW 29.07.430 and 1994 ¢ 57 s 27 are each reenacted to
read as foll ows:

REA STRATION OR TRANSFER AT DESI GNATED AGENCI ES--FORM  AND
APPLI CATI ON. (1) A person may register to vote or transfer a voter
regi stration when he or she applies for service or assistance and with

each renewal, recertification, or change of address at agencies
desi gnat ed under RCW 29. 07. 420.
(2) A prospective applicant shall initially be offered a form

adopted by the secretary of state that is designed to determ ne whet her
the person wishes to register to vote. The form nmust conply with al
applicable state and federal statutes regardi ng content.

The form shall also contain a box that may be checked by the
applicant to indicate that he or she declines to register.

If the person indicates an interest in registering or has made no
indication as to a desire to register or not register to vote, the
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person shall be given a mail-in voter registration application or a
prescribed agency application as provided by RCW 29. 07. 440.

Sec. 224. RCW 29.07.440 and 2001 c 41 s 7 are each reenacted to
read as foll ows:

REGQ STRATI ON AT DESI GNATED AGENCI ES- - PROCEDURES. (1) The secretary
of state shall prescribe the nmethod of voter registration for each
desi gnat ed agency. The agency shall use either the state voter
registration by mail form with a separate declination form for the
applicant to indicate that he or she declines to register at this tine,
or the agency may use a separate formapproved for use by the secretary
of state.

(2) The person providing service at the agency shall offer voter
registration services to every client whenever he or she applies for
service or assistance and with each renewal, recertification, or change
of address. The person providing service shall give the applicant the
sane | evel of assistance with the voter registration application as is
offered to fill out the agency's fornms and docunents, including
information about age and citizenship requirenents for voter
regi stration

(3) If an agency uses a conputerized application process, it may,
in consultation with the secretary of state, devel op nethods to capture
simul taneously the information required for voter registration during
a person's conputerized application process.

(4) Each designated agency shall provide for the voter registration
application forns to be collected fromeach agency office at | east once
each week. The agency shall then forward the application forns to the
secretary of state each week. The secretary of state shall forward the
forms to the county in which the applicant has registered to vote no
| ater than ten days after the date on which the forns were received by
the secretary of state.

Sec. 225. RCW 29.07.260 and 2001 c 41 s 16 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

REG STRATION WTH DRI VER S LI CENSE APPLI CATION OR RENEWAL. (1) A
person may register to vote, transfer a voter registration, or change
his or her nane for voter registration purposes when he or she applies
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for or renews a driver's license or identification card under chapter
46. 20 RCW

(2) To register to vote, transfer his or her voter registration, or
change his or her nane for voter registration purposes under this

section, the applicant shall provide the ((feHoewng-—

Haudulent—voter—registrations)) information required by RCW 29. 07. 070

(as recodified by this act).

(3) ((The follow ng wa

. e 4 Lt o | Ly deniod e
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£5y)) The driver licensing agent shall record that the applicant
has requested to register to vote or transfer a voter registration.

Sec. 226. RCW 29.07.270 and 1994 c 57 s 22 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

DUTIES OF SECRETARY OF STATE, DEPARTMENT OF LI CENSING COUNTY
AUDI TORS- - ADDRESS CHANGES. (1) The secretary of state shall provide
for the voter registration forms submtted under RCW 29.07.260 to be
collected from each driver's licensing facility wthin five days of
their conpletion.

(2) The departnent of licensing shall produce and transmt to the
secretary of state a machine-readable file containing the follow ng
information fromthe records of each individual who requested a voter
registration or transfer at a driver's license facility during each
period for which forns are transmtted under subsection (1) of this
section: The nane, address, date of birth, ((ard—sex)) gender of the
applicant ((and)), the driver's license nunber, the date on which the
application for voter registration or transfer was submtted, and the
| ocation of the office at which the application was submtted.
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voter—oen—t+nactive—status)) The voter registration fornms from the

driver's licensing facilities nust be forwarded to the county in which
the applicant has registered to vote no later than ten days after the
date on which the forns were to be coll ected.

(4) For a voter registration application where the address for
voting purposes is different fromthe address in the nachine-readabl e
file received fromthe departnent of |licensing, the secretary of state
shal|l anend the record of that application in the machi ne-readable file
to reflect the county in which the applicant has reqgistered to vote.

(5) The secretary of state shall sort the records in the machine-
readable file according to the county in which the applicant registered
to vote and produce a file of voter registration transactions for each
county. The records of each county may be transmtted on or through
what ever nmediumthe county auditor determnes will best facilitate the
incorporation of these records into the existing voter registration
files of that county.

(6) The secretary of state shall produce a list of voter
registration transactions for each county and transmt a copy of this
list to that county with each file of voter reqgistration transactions
no later than ten days after the date on which that information was to
be transmtted under subsection (1) of this section.

(7) If a registrant has indicated on the voter registration
application formthat he or she is registered to vote in another county
in WAshington but has also provided an address within the auditor's
county that is for voter registration purposes, the auditor shall send,
on behalf of the registrant, a registration cancellation notice to the
auditor of that other county and the auditor receiving the notice shal
cancel the reqgistrant's voter registration in that other county. | f
the registrant has indicated on the formthat he or she is registered
to vote within the county but has provided a new address within the
county that is for voter reqgistration purposes, the auditor shall
transfer the voter's reqgistration.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 227. ADDRESS CHANGES AT THE DEPARTMENT OF
LI CENSI NG (1) The departnent of licensing shall provide information

p. 49 5221-S. SL



© 00 N O Ol WDN P

e e R e e e N o
© 0N O O W DN -, O

20
21

22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35

on all persons changing their address on change of address forns
submtted to the departnent unless the voter has indicated that the
address change is not for voting purposes. This information will be
transmtted to the secretary of state each week in a machi ne-readabl e
file containing the following information on persons changing their
address: The nane, address, date of birth, gender of the applicant,
the applicant's driver's |license nunber, the applicant's forner
address, the county code for the applicant's forner address, and the
date that the request for address change was received.

(2) The secretary of state shall forward this infornation to the
appropriate county each week. Wen the information indicates that the
voter has noved within the county, the county auditor shall use the
change of address information to transfer the voter's registration and
send the voter an acknow edgenent notice of the transfer. If the
information indicates that the new address is outside the voter's
original county, the county auditor shall send the voter a registration
by mail form at the voter's new address and advise the voter of the
need to reregister in the new county. The auditor shall then place the
voter on inactive status.

Subpart 2.5
Transfers and Nane Changes

Sec. 228. RCW 29.10.020 and 1994 c 57 s 35 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

ADDRESS CHANGE W THI N COUNTY- - TRANSFER BY TELEPHONE. To maintain
a valid voter registration, a registered voter who changes his or her
resi dence from one address to another within the same county shall
transfer his or her registration to the new address in one of the
foll ow ng ways: (1) Sending to the county auditor a signed request
stating the voter's present address and the address from which the
voter was |ast registered; (2) appearing in person before the auditor
and signing such a request; (3) transferring the registration in the
manner provi ded by RCW29.10.170; or (4) tel ephoning the county auditor
to transfer the registration. The telephone call transferring a
regi stration by telephone nust be received by the auditor before the
precinct registration files are closed to new registrations for the
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next primary or special or general election in which the voter
partici pates.
( (Fhe—seeretary—of——statemayadopt—rulesfaetHtatirgthetranster
: . . I Lepl hori | hi on))

Sec. 229. RCW 29.10.040 and 1999 c 100 s 3 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

REREQ STRATI ON ON TRANSFER TO ANOTHER COUNTY. A registered voter
who changes his or her residence from one county to another county,
shall be required to register anew. The voter shall sign an
aut horization to cancel his or her ((present)) current registration
An authorization to cancel a voter's registration nust be forwarded
pronmptly to the county auditor of the county in which the voter was
previously registered. The county auditor of the county where the
previous registration was made shall cancel the registration of the
voter if it appears that the signatures in the registration record and
on the cancellation authorization formwere nade by the sanme person.

Sec. 230. RCW 29.10.170 and 1991 ¢ 81 s 28 are each reenacted to
read as foll ows:

TRANSFER ON ELECTI ON DAY. (1) A person who is registered to vote
inthis state may transfer his or her voter registration on the day of
a special or general election or primary under the follow ng
pr ocedur es:

(a) The voter may conplete, at the polling place, a registration
transfer form designed by the secretary of state and supplied by the
county auditor; or

(b) The voter may wite in his or her new residential address in
the precinct list of registered voters.

The county auditor shall determ ne which of these two procedures
are to be used in the county or may determ ne that both procedures are
to be available to voters for use in the county.

(2) A voter who transfers his or her registration in the manner
authorized by this section shall vote in the precinct in which he or
she was previously registered.

(3) The auditor shall, within ninety days, mail to each voter who
has transferred a registration under this section a notice of his or
her current precinct and polling place.
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Sec. 231. RCW 29.10.051 and 1994 c 57 s 37 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

VOTER NAME CHANGE. To maintain a valid voter registration, a
person who changes his or her nane shall notify the county auditor
regardi ng the nane change in one of the follow ng ways: (1) By sending
the auditor a notice clearly identifying the name under which he or she
is registered to vote, the voter's new nane, and the voter's residence.
Such a notice nmust be signed by the voter using both this fornmer nanme
and the voter's new nane; (2) by appearing in person before the auditor
or a registration assistant and signing such a change-of-nane noti ce;
(3) by signing such a change-of-nane notice at the voter's precinct
polling place on the day of a primary or special or general election;
(4) by properly executing a nane change on a mail-in registration
application or a prescribed state agency application.

A properly registered voter who files a change-of-nanme notice at
the voter's precinct polling place during a primary or el ection and who
desires to vote at that primary or election shall sign the poll book
using the voter's former and new nanes in the sanme manner as is
requi red for the change-of-nanme notice.

(T : I | el litat I
o) . e on on )

Subpart 2.6
Cancel | ati ons

Sec. 232. RCW 29.10.090 and 1999 c 100 s 1 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

CANCELLATI ON FOR DEATH. In addition to case-by-case naintenance
under RCW 29.10.071 and 29.10.075 and the general program of
mai nt enance of voter registration |ists under RCW 29.10. 180, deceased
voters will be canceled fromvoter registration lists as foll ows:

(1) Every nonth, the registrar of vital statistics of the state
shal |l prepare a separate |ist of persons who resided in each county,
for whom a death certificate was transnmtted to the registrar and was
not included on a previous list, and shall supply the appropriate |ist
to each county auditor.

A county auditor shall conpare this list with the registration
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records and cancel the registrations of deceased voters within at | east
forty-five days before the next primary or election held in the county
after the auditor receives the list.

(2) I'n addition, the county auditor may al so use newspaper obituary
articles as a source of information in order to cancel a voter's
regi stration. The auditor nust verify the identity of the voter by
mat ching the voter's date of birth or an address. The auditor shal
record the date and source of the obituary in the cancellation records.

(3) In addition, any regi stered voter may sign a statenent, subject
to the penalties of perjury, to the effect that to his or her personal
knowl edge or Dbelief another registered voter is deceased. Thi s
statenent may be filed with the county auditor. Upon the receipt of
such signed statenent, the county auditor shall cancel the registration
records concerned and so notify the secretary of state. ((Ypehr+eceipt

of—sueh—notce—the—seeretary—of—state—shalH—+n—twrn—cancel—his—or—her

Sec. 233. RCW 29.10.097 and 1994 ¢ 57 s 42 are each reenacted to
read as foll ows:

CANCELLATI ON FOR CONVI CTI ON OF FELONY. Upon receiving officia
notice of a person's conviction of a felony in either state or federal
court, if the convicted person is a registered voter in the county, the
county auditor shall cancel the defendant's voter registration.

Sec. 234. RCW 29.10.100 and 1999 c 298 s 8 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

WEEKLY REPORT OF CANCELLATI ONS AND NAME CHANGES. Once each week
after the cancellation of the registration of any voter or the change
of nanme of a voter, each county auditor shall certify all cancellations
or nanme changes to the secretary of state. The certificate shall set
forth the nane of each voter whose registration has been cancel ed or
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whose nane was changed, and the county, city or town, and precinct in
whi ch the voter was registered. A county may be exenpted from this
requi renent by entering into an interlocal agreenent with the secretary
of state.

Sec. 235. RCW 29.10.110 and 1991 ¢ 81 s 26 are each reenacted to
read as foll ows:

RECORD OF CANCELLATI ONS. Every county auditor shall carefully
preserve in a separate file or list the registration records of persons
whose voter registrations have been cancel ed as authorized under this
title. The files or lists shall be kept in the manner prescribed by
rule by the secretary of state. I nformation from such canceled
registration records is available for public inspection and copying to
the sane extent established by RCW 29.07.130 for other voter
regi stration information.

The county auditor may destroy the voter registration information
and records of any person whose voter registration has been cancel ed
for a period of two years or nore.

Subpart 2.7
Li st Mai nt enance

Sec. 236. RCW 29.10.180 and 1999 ¢ 100 s 2 are each reenacted to
read as foll ows:

CGCENERAL PROGRAM In addition to the case-by-case naintenance
required under RCW 29.10.071 and 29.10.075 and the canceling of
regi strations under RCW 29.10.090, the county auditor shall establish
a general programof voter registration |ist maintenance. This program
must be a thorough review that is applied uniformy throughout the
county and nust be nondiscrimnatory in its application. Any program
established nust be conpleted at |east once every two years and not
| ater than ninety days before the date of a primary or general election
for federal office. The county may fulfill its obligations under this
section in one of the follow ng ways:

(1) The county auditor may enter into one or nore contracts with
the United States postal service, or its licensee, which permt the
auditor to use postal service change-of-address infornmation. If the
audi tor receives change of address information fromthe United States
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postal service that indicates that a voter has changed his or her
residence address within the county, the auditor shall transfer the
regi stration of that voter and send a confirmation notice informng the
voter of the transfer to the new address. If the auditor receives
postal change of address information indicating that the voter has
moved out of the county, the auditor shall send a confirmation notice
to the voter and advise the voter of the need to reregister in the new
county. The auditor shall place the voter's registration on inactive
st at us;

(2) A direct, nonforwardable, nonprofit or first-class mailing to
every registered voter within the county bearing the postal endorsenent
"Return Service Requested.” |If address correction information for a
voter is received by the county auditor after this mailing, the auditor
shal |l place that voter on inactive status and shall send to the voter
a confirmation notice;

(3) Any other nethod approved by the secretary of state.

Sec. 237. RCW 29.10.185 and 2001 c 41 s 10 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

DUAL REG STRATI ON OR VOTI NG DETECTION. I n addition to the case-by-
case cancellation procedure required in RCW 29.10.040, the county
auditor, in conjunction with the office of the secretary of state
shal|l participate in an annual |ist maintenance program designed to
detect persons registered in nore than one county or voting in nore
t han one county in an election. This programnust be applied uniformy
t hroughout the county and nust be nondi scrimnatory in its application.
The program nmust be conpleted not later than thirty days before the
date of a primary or general election.

The office of the secretary of state shall cause to be created a
list of registered voters with the sane date of birth and sim |l ar nanes
who appear on two or nore county lists of registered voters. The
office of the secretary of state shall forward this |list to each county
auditor so that they may properly cancel the previous registration of
voters who have subsequently registered in a different county. The
county auditor of the county where the previous registration was nade
shall cancel the registration of the voter if it appears that the
signatures in the registration and the signature provided to the new
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county on the voter's new registration were made by the sane person

((The office of the secretary of state shall adopt rules to facilitate
this process.))

If a voter is suspected of voting in two or nore counties in an
el ection, the county auditors in each county shall cooperate w thout
delay to determ ne the voter's county of residence. The county auditor
of the county of residence of the voter suspected of voting in two or
nore counties shall take action under RCW 29. 85.245 w t hout del ay.

Sec. 238. RCW 29.10.015 and 1994 ¢ 57 s 34 are each reenacted to
read as foll ows:

"ACTI VE," "I NACTIVE' REGQ STERED VOTERS. Regi stered voters are
divided into two categories, "active" and "inactive." Al registered
voters are classified as active, unless assigned to inactive status by
the county auditor.

Sec. 239. RCW 29.10.071 and 1994 ¢ 57 s 38 are each reenacted to
read as foll ows:

ASSI GNVENT OF VOTER TO | NACTI VE STATUS- - CONFI RVATI ON NOTI CE. (D
A county auditor shall assign a registered voter to inactive status and
shall send the voter a confirmation notice if any of the follow ng
docunents are returned by the postal service as undeliverable:

(a) An acknow edgenent of registration;

(b) An acknow edgenent of transfer to a new address;

(c) A vote-by-mail ballot, absentee ballot, or application for a
bal | ot;

(d) Notification to a voter after precinct reassignnent;

(e) Notification to serve on jury duty; or

(f) Any other docunment other than a confirmation notice, required
by statute, to be nmailed by the county auditor to the voter.

(2) A county auditor shall also assign a registered voter to
i nactive status and shall send the voter a confirmation notice:

(a) Wenever change of address information received from the
departnment of |icensing under RCW 29.07.270, or by any other agency
designated to provide voter registration services under RCW 29. 07. 420,
i ndicates that the voter has noved to an address outside the county; or

(b) If the auditor receives postal change of address information
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under RCW 29.10.180, indicating that the voter has noved out of the
county.

Sec. 240. RCW 29.10.220 and 1994 c 57 s 47 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

VOTI NG BY [INACTIVE OR CANCELED VOTERS. (1) A voter whose
regi stration has been nmade inactive under this chapter and who offers
to vote at an ensuing election before two federal elections have been
held ((shalt+)) nust be allowed to vote a regul ar ballot and the voter's
registration restored to active status.

(2) A voter whose registration has been properly cancel ed under
this chapter shall vote a ((speetal)) provisional ballot. The voter
shall mark the ((speetal)) provisional ballot in secrecy, the ball ot
((shall—be)) placed in a security envelope, the security envel ope
placed in a ((speetal)) provisional ballot envelope, and the reasons
for the use of the ((speetal)) provisional ballot noted.

(3) Upon receipt of such a voted ((speet+al)) provisional ballot the
auditor shall investigate the circunstances surrounding the origina
cancel | ati on. If he or she determnes that the cancellation was in
error, the voter's registration ((shalt)) nust be imediately
reinstated, and the voter's ((speetal)) provisional ballot ((shath))
nmust be count ed. If the original cancellation was not in error, the
voter ((shalt)) nust be afforded the opportunity to reregister at his
or her correct address, and the voter's ((speetal)) provisional ball ot
((shalt)) nust not be counted.

Sec. 241. RCW 29.10.075 and 1994 ¢ 57 s 39 are each reenacted to
read as foll ows:

RETURN OF [INACTIVE VOTER TO ACTIVE STATUS--CANCELLATION OF
REG STRATI ON. The county auditor shall return an inactive voter to
active voter status if, during the period beginning on the date the
voter was assigned to inactive status and ending on the day of the
second general election for federal office that occurs after the date
that the voter was sent a confirnmation notice, the voter: Notifies the
auditor of a change of address within the county; responds to a
confirmati on notice with information that the voter continues to reside
at the registration address; votes or attenpts to vote in a primry or
a special or general election and resides wthin the county; or signs
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any petition authorized by statute for which the signatures are
required by law to be verified by the county auditor. |If the inactive
voter fails to provide such a notice or take such an action within that
period, the auditor shall cancel the person's voter registration.

Sec. 242. RCW 29.10.200 and 1994 ¢ 57 s 45 are each reenacted to
read as foll ows:

CONFI RMATI ON NOTI CES- - FORM CONTENTS. Confirmation noti ces nust be
on a form prescribed by, or approved by, the secretary of state and
nmust request that the voter confirmthat he or she continues to reside
at the address of record and desires to continue to use that address

for voting purposes. The notice nust inform the voter that if the
vot er does not respond to the notice and does not vote in either of the
next two federal elections, his or her voter registration wll be
cancel ed.

Sec. 243. RCW 29.10.210 and 1994 ¢ 57 s 46 are each reenacted to
read as foll ows:

CONFI RVATI ON NOTI CE- - RESPONSE, AUDI TOR' S ACTION. If the response
to the confirmation notice provides the county auditor wth the
information indicating that the voter has noved within the county, the
auditor shall transfer the voter's registration. If the response
i ndicates that the voter has left the county, the auditor shall cancel
the voter's registration.

Sec. 244. RCW 29.10.230 and 1999 c 100 s 5 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

ELECTRONI C FI LE FORNAT. The secretary of state shall create a
standard electronic file format (state transfer fornm) to be used for
the transfer of voter registration information between county auditors
and the office of the secretary of state. The format nust be
prescribed by rule and contain at least the following information:
Voter nane, address, date of birth, date of registration, miling
addr ess, | egislative and congressional district, and digitized
si gnature image. Each county shall program its voter registration
systemto convert this data fromthe county's storage format into the

state transfer formmt. ( { Bvery—county—shalt—conplete—thts—work—by
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Sec. 245. RCW29.04.250 and 2002 ¢ 21 s 2 are each anended to read
as follows:

VOTER REG STRATI ON DATA BASE. (1) The office of the secretary of
state shall work in conjunction with the county auditors of the state
of Washington to initiate the <creation of a statewide voter
regi stration data base. The secretary of state shall identify a group
of voter registration experts whose responsibility will be to work on
a design for the voter registration data base system ((Fhe—seeretary

: hall bacl I T : hi I
legistature no later than February 1, 2003.))

(2) Anong the intended goals the voter registration data base nust
be designed to acconplish at a mninmum are the follow ng:

(a) ldentify duplicate voter registrations;

(b) Identify suspected duplicate voters;

(c) Screen against the departnment of corrections data base to aid
in the cancell ation of voter registration of felons;

(d) Provide up-to-date signatures of voters for the purposes of
initiative signature checking;

(e) Provide for a conparison between the voter registration data
base and the departnent of |icensing change of address data base;

(f) Provide online access for county auditors with the goal of real
time duplicate checking and update capabilities, if sufficient funds
are avail abl e;

(g) Provide for the cancellation of voter registration for persons
who have noved to other states and surrendered their Washington state
drivers' I|icenses;

(h) Ensure that each county shall maintain |legal control of the
regi stration records for that county.

Subpart 2.8
Public Access to Registration Records

Sec. 246. RCW 29.07.130 and 1994 ¢ 57 s 17 are each anended to
read as foll ows:
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REG STRATI ON RECORDS- - ORI G NALS AND AUTOVATED FI LES- - PUBLI C
ACCESS. (1) ((Fhe—cards—regutred—bhy—ROAN-29-07 090—shall—be—kept—on
TIPNE I 9 Y : . I T

£2r)) The county auditor shall have custody of the voter
registration records for each county. The original voter registration
f or n{ (—as—estabH-shed—by—ROW29.07070—shal+)) nust be filed

((atphabetiealty)) wthout regard to precinct and ((shatH—be)) is
considered confidential and unavailable for public inspection and

copying. An automated file of all registered voters ((shalt)) nust be
mai nt ai ned pursuant to RCW 29.07.220. An auditor may maintain the
automated file in lieu of filing or maintaining the original voter
registration forms if the automated file includes all of the
information fromthe original voter registration fornms including, but
not limted to, a retrievable facsimle of each voter's signature.
((2»)) (2) The following information contained in voter
registration records or files regarding a voter or a group of voters is
avai l abl e for public inspection and copying: The voter's nanme, gender,
voting record, date of registration, and registration nunber. The
address and political jurisdiction of a registered voter ((er—addresses

of—a—group—of—veters)) are available for public inspection and copyi ng
except ((tothe-extent—thatthe addressol—aparticular—voter+snot—so
1 abl I 17 1) (bb)- I Litieal iurisdieti

vhder—ROW4217-310(3H){(bb))) as provided by chapter 40.24 RCW No

other information fromvoter registration records or files is avail able
for public inspection or copying.
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Sec. 247. RCW?29.04.100 and 1994 ¢ 57 s 5 are each anended to read
as follows:

REQ STRATI ON, VOTI NG RECORDS--AS PUBLIC RECORDS--| NFORVATI ON
FURNI SHED- - RESTRI CTI ONS, CONFI DENTI ALI TY. (1) In the case of voter
regi stration records received through the departnent of |icensing, the
identity of the office at which any particul ar individual registered to
vote is not available for public inspection and shall not be disclosed
to the public. In the case of voter registration records received
t hrough an agency desi gnated under RCW 29.07.420, the identity of the
agency at which any particular individual registered to vote is not
avai lable for public inspection and shall not be disclosed to the
public. Any record of a particular individual's choice not to register
to vote at an office of the departnent of licensing or a state agency
desi gnat ed under RCW 29.07.420 is not available for public inspection
and any information regarding such a choice by a particular individual
shal |l not be disclosed to the public.

(2) Al poll books or current lists of registered voters, except
original voter registration forns or their images, shall be public
records and be nmde available for inspection under such reasonable
rules and regul ations as the county auditor may prescribe. The county
auditor shall pronptly furnish current lists or mailing |abels of
registered voters in his or her possession, at actual reproduction
cost, to any person requesting such information((—PROADED—Fhat
sueh)) . The lists and | abels shall not be used for the purpose of
mai ling or delivering any advertisenent or offer for any property,
est abl i shnent, organi zati on, product, or service or for the purpose of
mai | i ng or delivering any solicitation for noney, services, or anything
of val ue( (+—PROVI-DED—HOAEVER—TFhat—sueh) ). However, the lists and
| abel s may be used for any political purpose.

Sec. 248. RCW?29.04.110 and 1994 ¢ 57 s 6 are each anended to read
as follows:

REG STRATI ON, VOTI NG - FURNI SHE NG DATA UPON REQUEST- - COST- - USE
RESTRI CTED. Except original voter registration forns or their inages,
a reproduction of any form of data storage, in the custody of the
county auditor, including poll books and precinct |lists of registered
voters, magnetic tapes or discs, punched cards, and any other form of
storage of such books and lists, shall at the witten request of any
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person be furnished to him or her by the county auditor pursuant to
such reasonable rules and regulations as the county auditor may
prescribe, and at a cost equal to the county's actual <cost in
reproduci ng such formof data storage. Any data contained in a form of
storage furnished under this section shall not be used for the purpose
of mailing or delivering any advertisenment or offer for any property,
establ i shment, organization, product or service or for the purpose of
mai | ing or delivering any solicitation for noney, services or anything
of val ue( (—PROUDPED—HOAEVER—TFhat—sueh)). However, the data nay be
used for any political purpose. Wenever the county auditor furnishes
any form of data storage under this section, he or she shall also
furnish the person receiving the same with a copy of RCW 29. 04. 120.

Sec. 249. RCW 29.04.120 and 1999 c 298 s 2 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

VI OLATI ONS OF RESTRI CTED USE OF REG STERED VOTER DATA- - PENALTI ES- -
LIABILITIES. (1) Any person who uses registered voter data furnished
under RCW 29.04.100 or 29.04.110 for the purpose of miling or
delivering any advertisenent or offer for any property, establishnent,
organi zation, product, or service or for the purpose of nmailing or
delivering any solicitation for noney, services, or anything of value
((shalHt—be)) 1s guilty of a felony punishable by inprisonnent in a
state correctional facility for a period of not nore than five years or
a fine of not nore than ten thousand dollars or both such fine and
i nprisonnment, and ((shal—be)) is liable to each person provided such
advertisenment or solicitation, wthout the person's consent, for the
nui sance val ue of such person having to dispose of it, which value is
herein established at five dollars for each itemmailed or delivered to
the person's residence((+—PROVWDBED—TFhat—any)). However, a person who
mails or delivers any advertisenent, offer, or solicitation for a
political purpose ((shatkh)) is not ((be)) liable wunder this
section((s+)) unless the person is |liable under subsection (2) of this
section. For purposes of this subsection, two or nore attached papers
or sheets or two or nore papers ((whieh)) that are enclosed in the sanme
envel ope or container or are folded together ((shalH—be—deenred—+to
constitute)) are one item Merely having a mail box or other receptacle
for mail on or near the person's residence ((shal)) is not ((be—sany))
an indication that ((sueh)) the person consented to receive the
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advertisenent or solicitation. A class action nmay be brought to
recover danmages under this section, and the court my award a
reasonable attorney's fee to any party recovering damages under this
section.

(2) ((H—shall—be—the—responsibitity—of)) Each person furnished
data under RCW 29.04.100 or 29.04.110 ((+e)) shall take reasonable
precautions designed to assure that the data is not used for the
purpose of mailing or delivering any advertisenment or offer for any
property, establishnent, organization, product, or service or for the
purpose of mailing or delivering any solicitation for noney, services,
or anything of val ue((—PROVDBED—That—sueh)). However, the data may
be used for any political purpose. Were failure to exercise due care
in carrying out this responsibility results in the data being used for
such purposes, then such person ((shal—be)) is jointly and severally
liable for damages under ((the—provistens—of)) subsection (1) of this
section along with any ot her person |iable under subsection (1) of this
section for the m suse of such data.

Sec. 250. RCW 29.04.150 and 1993 ¢ 441 s 1 are each reenacted to
read as foll ows:

COVWPUTER FI LE OF REAQ STERED VOTERS- - COUNTY RECORDS TO SECRETARY OF
STATE- - REl MBURSEMENT. (1) No later than June 15th or Novenber 15th
any political party organization or any other individual may request in
witing fromthe secretary of state to receive a copy of the subsequent
statew de conputer file of registered voters conpil ed under subsection
(2) of this section. At the tinme it makes this request, the political
party or individual shall deposit sufficient funds with the secretary
of state to pay for the cost of assenbling, conpiling, and distributing
the conmputer file of registered voters and shall agree to the statutory
restrictions regarding the comrercial use of this data.

(2) Not earlier than January 1st or July 1st subsequent to the
recei pt of a request and deposit under subsection (1) of this section,
each county auditor shall provide to the secretary of state, or a data
processi ng agency designated by the secretary of state, a duplicate
conputer tape or data file of the records of the registered voters in
that county, containing the information specified in RCW 29.07.220.
The secretary of state shall reinburse each county for the actual cost
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of reproduction and mailing of the duplicate conputer tape or data
file.

Sec. 251. RCW 29.04.160 and 1995 c¢ 135 s 2 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

COMPUTER FI LE- - DUPLI CATE COPY- - RESTRI CTlI ONS AND PENALTI ES. As soon
as any or all of the voter registration data fromthe counties has been
recei ved under RCW 29.04.150 and processed, the secretary of state
shall provide a duplicate copy of this data to the political party
organi zation or other individual nmeking the request, at cost, shall
provide a duplicate copy of the master statew de conputer tape or data
file of registered voters to the statute |aw commttee w thout cost,
and shall provide a duplicate copy of the master statew de conputer
tape or electronic data file of registered voters to the departnent of
information services for purposes of creating the jury source |ist
W thout cost. Restrictions as to the commercial use of the information
on the statew de conputer tape or data file of registered voters, and
penalties for its msuse, shall be the sane as provided in RCW

29.04. 110 and 29.04. 120 ((as—howexisting—oer—hereafter—anended)).

Sec. 252. RCW 29.04.240 and 1994 c¢c 57 s 7 are each reenacted to
read as foll ows:

RECORDS CONCERNI NG ACCURACY AND CURRENCY OF VOTERS LI STS. Each
county auditor shall maintain for at least two years and shall nake
avail abl e for public inspection and copying all records concerning the
i npl enmentation of progranms and activities conducted for the purpose of
insuring the accuracy and currency of official lists of eligible
voters. These records nust include |lists of the nanes and addresses of
all persons to whomnotices are sent and i nformati on concerni ng whet her
or not each person has responded to the notices. These records nust
contain lists of all persons renoved fromthe Iist of eligible voters
and the reasons why the voters were renoved.

Subpart 2.9
Chal | enges

Sec. 253. RCW 29. 10. 125 and 2001 ¢ 41 s 9 are each reenacted to
read as foll ows:
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CHALLENGE OF REG STRATI ON-- I NI TI ATION.  Regi stration of a person as
a voter is presunptive evidence of his or her right to vote at any
primary or election, general or special. A person's right to vote may
be challenged at the polls only by a precinct judge or inspector. A
challenge nmay be nmade only upon the belief or know edge of the
chal l enging officer that the voter is unqualified. The challenge nust
be supported by evidence or testinony given to the county canvassing
board wunder RCW 29.10.127 and may not be based on wunsupported
al l egations or allegations by anonynous third parties. The identity of
the challenger, and any third person involved in the challenge, shal
be public record and shall be announced at the tinme the challenge is
made.

Chall enges initiated by a registered voter nust be filed not |ater
than the day before any primary or el ection, general or special, at the
office of the appropriate county auditor. A chal l enged voter may
properly transfer or reregister until three days before the primary or
el ection, general or special, by applying personally to the county
auditor. Challenges may also be initiated by the office of the county
prosecuting attorney and nust be filed in the sane manner as chal | enges
initiated by a registered voter.

Sec. 254. RCW 29.10.127 and 1987 c 288 s 2 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

CHALLENGE- - VOTING BY PERSON  CHALLENGED--BURDEN OF  PROOF
PROCEDURES. When the right of a person has been chall enged under RCW
29.10. 125 or 29.10.130(2), the challenged person shall be permtted to
vote a ballot which shall be placed in a seal ed envel ope separate from
ot her voted ballots. 1In precincts where voting machi nes are used, any
person whose right to vote is challenged under RCW 29.10.125 or
29.10.130(2) shall be furnished a paper ballot, which shall be placed
in a seal ed envel ope after being marked. Included with the chall enged
ball ot shall be (1) an affidavit filed under RCW 29.10. 130 chal | engi ng
the person's right to vote or (2) an affidavit signed by the precinct
election officer and any third party involved in the officer's
chal l enge and stating the reasons the voter is being challenged. The
seal ed ballots of challenged voters shall be transmtted at the cl ose
of the election to the canvassing board or other authority charged by
law wi th canvassing the returns of the particular primary or el ection.
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The county auditor shall notify the challenger and the challenged
voter, by certified nmail, of the time and place at which the county
canvassing board will neet to rule on challenged ballots. If the
chall enge is made by a precinct election officer under RCW 29. 10. 125,
the of ficer nust appear in person before the board unless he or she has
received witten authorization fromthe canvassing board to submt an
affidavit supporting the challenge. If the challenging officer has
based his or her challenge upon evidence provided by a third party,
that third party nust appear with the challenging officer before the
canvassi ng board, unless he or she has received witten authorization
from the canvassing board to submt an affidavit supporting the
chal | enge. If the challenge is filed under RCW 29.10.130, the
chal I enger nust either appear in person before the board or submt an
affidavit supporting the challenge. The challenging party nust prove
to the canvassing board by clear and convincing evidence that the

chal l enged voter's registration is inproper. |f the challenging party
fails to neet this burden, the challenged ballot shall be accepted as
valid and counted. The canvassing board shall give the chall enged

voter the opportunity to present testinony, either in person or by
affidavit, and evidence to the canvassing board before making their
determ nation. All challenged ballots nust be determ ned no | ater than
the tinme of canvassing for the particular primary or election. The
deci sion of the canvassing board or other authority charged by laww th
canvassing the returns shall be final. Challenges of absentee ballots
shall be determned according to RCW ((29-36-—1066)) 29.36.350 (as
recodified by this act).

Sec. 255. RCW 29.10.130 and 1987 ¢ 288 s 3 are each reenacted to
read as foll ows:

CHALLENGE- - AFFI DAVI T- - ADM NI STRATI ON, NOTI CE OF CHALLENGE. (1) Any
regi stered voter may request that the registration of another voter be
canceled if he or she believes that the voter does not neet the
requi renents of Article VI, section 1 of the state Constitution or that
voter no longer maintains a |l egal voting residence at the address shown
on his or her registration record. The challenger shall file with the
county auditor a signed affidavit subject to the penalties of perjury,
to the effect that to his or her personal know edge and belief another
regi stered voter does not actually reside at the address as given on
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his or her registration record or is otherwse not a qualified voter
and that the voter in question is not protected by the provisions of
Article VI, section 4, of the Constitution of the state of Wshi ngton.
The person filing the challenge nust furnish the address at which the
chal | enged voter actually resides.

(2) Any such challenge of a voter's registration and right to vote
made less than thirty days before a primary or election, special or
general, shall be adm ni stered under RCW29. 10. 127. The county auditor
shall notify the chall enged voter and the precinct election officers in
the voter's precinct that a challenge has been filed, provide the nane
of the challenger, and instruct both the precinct election officers and
the voter that, in the event the challenged voter desires to vote at
the ensuing primary or election, a challenged ballot wll be provided.
The voter shall also be informed that the status of his or her

registration and the disposition of any challenged ballot wll be
determ ned by the county canvassi ng board in the manner provi ded by RCW
29.10. 127. If the challenged voter does not vote at the ensuing

primary or election, the challenge shall be processed in the sane
manner as chal |l enges nade nore than thirty days prior to the primary or
el ection under RCW 29. 10. 140.

Sec. 256. RCW 29.10.140 and 1987 ¢ 288 s 4 are each reenacted to
read as foll ows:

CHALLENGE- - PROCEDURE BEFORE CANCELLATION. All chall enges of voter
regi stration under RCW 29.10.130 nade thirty days or nore before a
primary or election, general or special, shall be delivered to the
appropriate county auditor who shall notify the chall enged voter, by
certified mail, that his or her voter registration has been chall enged.

The notification shall be mailed to the address at which the
chal | enged voter is registered, any address provided by the chall enger
under RCW 29. 10. 130, and to any other address at which the individual
whose registration is being challenged is alleged to reside or at which
the county auditor would reasonably expect that individual to receive
notice of the challenge of his or her voter registration. Included in
the notification shall be a request that the chall enged voter appear at
a hearing to be held within ten days of the nmailing of the request, at
t he place, day, and hour stated, in order to determne the validity of
his or her registration. The challenger shall be provided with a copy
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of this notification and request. If either the challenger or the
chal | enged voter is unable to appear in person, he or she may file a
reply by neans of an affidavit stating under oath the reasons he or she
believes the registration to be invalid or valid.

If both the challenger and the challenged voter file affidavits
i nstead of appearing in person, an evaluation of the affidavits by the
county auditor constitutes a hearing for the purposes of this section.

The county auditor shall hold a hearing at which tine both parties
may present their facts and argunents. After reviewing the facts and
argunents, including any evidence submtted by either side, the county
auditor shall rule as to the validity or invalidity of the chall enged
regi stration. H's or her ruling is final subject only to a petition
for judicial review by the superior court under chapter 34.05 RCW If
either party, or both parties, fail to appear at the neeting or fail to
file an affidavit, the county auditor shall determ ne the status of the
regi stration based on his or her evaluation of the avail able facts.

Sec. 257. RCW 29.10.150 and 1991 c¢c 81 s 27 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

CHALLENGE OF REAQ STRATI ON- - FORMS, AVAI LABI LI TY. The secretary of
state as chief elections officer shall cause appropriate forns to be
designed to carry out the provisions of RCW 29.10.130 ((threugh
29-10--160)) and 29.10.140 (as recodified by this act). The county
auditors and ((fegistrars)) reqgistration assistants shall have such
forms available. Further, a reasonable supply of such forns shall be
at each polling place on the day of a primary or election, general or
speci al .

PART 3
VOTI NG SYSTEMS

Sec. 301. RCW 29.33.020 and 1990 ¢ 59 s 17 are each reenacted to
read as foll ows:

AUTHORITY FOR USE. At any primary or election in any county, votes
may be cast, registered, recorded, or counted by neans of voting
systens that have been approved under RCW 29. 33. 041.
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Sec. 302. RCW 29.33.041 and 1990 ¢ 59 s 18 are each reenacted to
read as foll ows:

| NSPECTI ON AND TEST BY SECRETARY OF STATE--REPORT. The secretary
of state shall inspect, evaluate, and publicly test all voting systens
or conponents of voting systens that are submtted for revi ew under RCW
29.33.051. The secretary of state shall determ ne whether the voting
systens conform with all of the requirements of this title, the
applicable rules adopted in accordance with this title, and wth
generally accepted safety requirenents. The secretary of state shal
transmt a copy of the report of any exam nation under this section
within thirty days after conpleting the examnation, to the county
audi tor of each county.

Sec. 303. RCW 29.33.051 and 1990 ¢ 59 s 19 are each reenacted to
read as foll ows:

SUBM TTI NG SYSTEM OR COMPONENT FOR EXAM NATI ON. The manufacturer
or distributor of a voting system or conponent of a voting system may
submt that system or conponent to the secretary of state for
exam nation under RCW 29. 33. 041.

Sec. 304. RCW 29.33.061 and 1990 ¢ 59 s 20 are each reenacted to
read as foll ows:

| NDEPENDENT EVALUATION. (1) The secretary of state may rely on the
resul ts of independent design, engineering, and performance eval uati ons
in the exam nation under RCW29.33.041 if the source and scope of these
i ndependent eval uations are specified by rule.

(2) The secretary of state may contract with experts in nechanical
or electrical engineering or data processing to assist in examning a
voting system or conponent. The manufacturer or distributor who has
submtted a voting systemfor testing under RCW29. 33. 051 shall pay the
secretary of state a deposit to reinburse the cost of any contract for
consultation under this section and for any other unrecoverable costs
associated wth the exam nation of a voting system or conponent by the
manufacturer or distributor who submtted the voting system or
conponent for exam nation.

Sec. 305. RCW 29.33.081 and 1990 ¢ 59 s 21 are each anended to
read as foll ows:
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APPROVAL REQUI RED- - MODI FI CATI ON. If voting systens or devices or
vote tallying systens are to be used for conducting a primary or
el ection, only those that have the approval of the secretary of state
or had been approved under this chapter or the fornmer chapter 29.34 RCW
before March 22, 1982, may be used. Any nodification, change, or
i nprovenent to any voting systemor conponent of a systemthat does not
inpair its accuracy, efficiency, or capacity or extend its function
may be nmade w thout reexam nation or reapproval by the secretary of
state under RCW 29. 33. 041.

Sec. 306. RCW 29.33.130 and 1990 ¢ 59 s 22 are each reenacted to
read as foll ows:

RESPONSI Bl LI TY FOR MAI NTENANCE AND OPERATI ON. The county auditor
of a county in which voting systens are used is responsible for the
preparation, nmai ntenance, and operation of those systens and nay enpl oy
and direct persons to performsone or all of these functions.

Sec. 307. RCW 29.33.145 and 1998 ¢ 58 s 1 are each reenacted to
read as foll ows:

ACCEPTANCE TEST. An agreenent to purchase or | ease a voting system
or a conponent of a voting system is subject to that system or
conponent passing an acceptance test sufficient to denonstrate that the
equi pnment is the sanme as that certified by the secretary of state and
that the equipnent is operating correctly as delivered to the county.

Sec. 308. RCW 29.33.300 and 1990 ¢ 59 s 26 are each reenacted to
read as foll ows:

REQUI REMENTS OF VOTI NG DEVI CES FOR APPROVAL. No voting device
shal | be approved by the secretary of state unless it:

(1) Secures to the voter secrecy in the act of voting;

(2) Permts the voter to vote for any person for any office and
upon any neasure that he or she has the right to vote for;

(3) Permts the voter to vote for all the candi dates of one party
or in part for the candi dates of one or nore other parties;

(4) Correctly registers all votes cast for any and all persons and
for or against any and all neasures;

(5) Provides that a vote for nore than one candi date cannot be cast
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by one single operation of the voting device or vote tally system
except when voting for president and vice president of the United
States; and

(6) Except for functions or capabilities unique to this state, has
been tested, certified, and used in at |east one other state or
el ection jurisdiction.

Sec. 309. RCW 29.33.310 and 1990 ¢ 59 s 27 are each reenacted to
read as foll ows:

SINGLE DI STRICT AND PRECI NCT ON VOTI NG DEVI CES. The ballot on a
single voting device shall not contain the nanes of candi dates for the
offices of United States representative, state senator, state
representative, county council, or county conm ssioner in nore than one
district. In all general elections, primaries, and special elections,
in each polling place the voting devices containing ballots for
candi dates from each congressional, |egislative, or county council or
comm ssioner district shall be grouped together and physically
separated from those devices containing ballots for other districts.
Each voter shall be directed by the precinct election officers to the
correct group of voting devices.

Sec. 310. RCW 29.33.320 and 1990 ¢ 59 s 28 are each reenacted to
read as foll ows:

REQUI REMENTS OF VOTE TALLYI NG SYSTEMS FOR APPROVAL. The secretary
of state shall not approve a vote tallying systemunless it:

(1) Correctly counts votes on ballots on which the proper nunber of
vot es have been marked for any office or issue;

(2) lgnores votes marked for any office or issue where nore than
the all owabl e nunber of votes have been marked, but correctly counts
the properly voted portions of the ballot;

(3) Accumul ates a count of the specific nunber of ballots tallied
for each precinct, total votes by candidate for each office, and total
votes for and agai nst each issue of the ballot in that precinct;

(4) Accommpdates rotation of candi dates' nanes on the ball ot under
RCW 29. 30. 040;

(5) Produces precinct and cunul ative totals in printed form and

(6) Except for functions or capabilities unique to this state, has
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been tested, certified, and used in at |east one other state or
el ection jurisdiction.

Sec. 311. RCW 29.33.330 and 1990 c¢c 59 s 25 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

RECORD OF BALLOT FORMAT--DEVI CES SEALED. In preparing a voting
device for a primary or election, a record shall be nade of the ball ot
format installed in each device and the precinct or portion of a
precinct for which that device has been prepared. Except where
provided by a rule adopted under RCW ((29-64-216)) 29.04.080 (as
recodified by this act), after being prepared for a primary or
el ection, each device shall be sealed with a uni quely nunbered seal and
provided to the inspector of the appropriate polling place.

Sec. 312. RCW 29.33.340 and 1990 ¢ 59 s 29 are each reenacted to
read as foll ows:

ELECTI ON OFFI Cl ALS- - I NSTRUCTI ON, COWVPENSATI ON, REQUI REMENTS. (D
Bef ore each state prinmary or general election at which voting systens
are to be used, the county auditor shall instruct all precinct election
of ficers appoi nted under RCW 29. 45. 010, counting center personnel, and
political party observers designated under RCW 29.54.025 in the proper
conduct of their duties.

(2) The county auditor may waive instructional requirenents for
precinct election officers, counting center personnel, and politica
party observers who have previously received instruction and who have
served for a sufficient length of tine to be fully qualified to perform
their duties. The county auditor shall keep a record of each person
who has received instruction and is qualified to serve at the
subsequent primary or el ection.

(3) As conpensation for the tinme spent in receiving instruction
each precinct election officer who qualifies and serves at the
subsequent primary or election shall receive an additional two hours
conpensation, to be paid at the sane tine and in the sane manner as
conpensation is paid for services on the day of the primary or
el ection.

(4) Except for the appointnent of a precinct election officer to
fill a vacancy under RCW 29. 45. 040, no inspector or judge nmay serve at
any primary or election at which voting systens are used unless he or
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she has received the required instruction and is qualified to perform
his or her duties in connection with the voting devices. No person nay
work in a counting center at a primary or election at which a vote
tallying systemis used unless that person has received the required
instruction and is qualified to performhis or her duties in connection
with the handling and tallying of ballots for that primary or el ection.
No person nmay serve as a political party observer unless that person
has received the required instruction and is famliar wth the
operation of the counting center and the vote tallying system and the
procedures to be enployed to verify the accuracy of the progranm ng for
that vote tallying system

Sec. 313. RCW?29.33.350 and 1998 ¢ 58 s 2 are each anended to read
as follows:

VOTE TALLYI NG SYSTEMS- - PROGRAMM NG TESTS. At least three days
before each state primary or general election, the office of the
secretary of state shall provide for the conduct of tests of the
programm ng for each vote tallying systemto be used at that primry or
general election. The test nmust verify that the systemw || correctly
count the vote cast for all candidates and on all neasures appearing on
the ballot at that primary or general election. ({ Fhe—ott+ece—oft—the

: hall I | £ i I :
conduet-rg—these—progranmng—tests—) ) The test shall verify the
capability of the vote tallying systemto performall of the functions
that can reasonably be expected to occur during conduct of that
particular primary or election. If any error is detected, the cause
shall be determ ned and corrected, and an errorless total shall be
produced before the primary or election.

Such tests shall be observed by at |east one representative from
each major political party, if representatives have been appointed by
the respective major political parties and are present at the test, and
shall be open to candidates, the press, and the public. The county
auditor and any political party observers shall certify that the test
has been conducted in accordance with this section. Copies of this
certification shall be retained by the secretary of state and the
county auditor. All programmng materials, test results, and test
ballots shall be securely sealed until the day of the primary or
general election.
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Sec. 314. RCW 29.33.360 and 1998 ¢ 58 s 3 are each reenacted to
read as foll ows:

OPERATI NG PROCEDURES. The secretary of state nay publish
recommended procedures for the operation of the various vote tallying
systens that have been approved. These procedures allow the office of
the secretary of state to restrict or define the use of approved
systens in elections.

Sec. 315. RCW 29.04.200 and 1998 c 245 s 26 are each amended to
read as foll ows:

RECORDI NG REQUI REMENTS. (1) ((Beginning—Jdanvary—1t—1993-)) No
voting device or machine may be used in a county with a popul ati on of
seventy thousand or nore to conduct a primary or general or specia
electioninthis state unless it correctly records on a separate ball ot
the votes cast by each elector for any person and for or agai nst any
measure and such separate ballots are available for audit purposes
after such a primary or el ection.

(2) ((Begiantng—Jdandary—1—31993,-)) The secretary of state shall not
certify under this title any voting device or machine for use in
conducting a primary or general or special election in this state
unl ess the device or machine correctly records on a separate ballot the
votes cast by each elector for any person and for or against any
measure and such separate ballots are available for audit purposes
after such a primary or el ection.
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PART 4
PRECI NCT AND PCOLLI NG PLACE DETERM NATI ON AND ACCESSI BI LI TY

Sec. 401. RCW 29.57.010 and 1999 c 298 s 13 are each amended to
read as foll ows:

| NTENT- - DUTI ES OF COUNTY AUDI TORS. The intent of this chapter is
to require state and local election officials to designate and use
polling places in all elections and permanent registration |ocations
which are accessible to elderly and ((handiecapped)) disabled persons.
County auditors shall

(1) Make nodifications such as installation of tenporary ranps or
relocation of polling places within buildings, where appropriate;

(2) Designate new, accessible polling places to replace those that
are inaccessible; and

(3) Continue to use polling places and voter registration | ocations
whi ch are accessible to elderly and ((handicapped)) disabled persons.

Sec. 402. RCW 29.57.090 and 1999 c 298 s 15 are each anmended to
read as foll ows:

ALTERNATI VE PCOLLI NG PLACES OR PROCEDURES. The secretary of state
shal | establish procedures to assure that, in any primary or el ection,
any ((bhandicapped)) disabled or elderly voter assigned to an
i naccessible polling place will, upon advance request of that voter
either be permtted to vote at an alternative accessible polling place
not overly inconvenient to that voter or be provided wth an
alternative neans of casting a ballot on the day of the primary or
el ection. The county auditor shall nmake any accommobdations in voting
procedures necessary to allow the use of alternative polling places by
el derly or ((handiecapped)) disabled voters under this section
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Sec.403. RCW 29.57.160 and 1999 c¢c 298 s 20 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

COSTS FOR MODI FI CATI ONS- - ALTERNATI VES- - ELECTI ON COSTS. (1) County
auditors shall seek alternative polling places or other | ow cost
alternatives including, but not limted to, procedural changes and
assi stance froml ocal disabled groups, service organizations, and ot her
private sources before incurring costs for nodifications under this
chapter.

(2) The <cost of those nodifications to buildings or other
facilities, including signs designating ((handicapped)) disabled
accessi bl e parking and entrances, that are necessary to permt the use
of those facilities for polling places under this chapter or any
procedures established under RCW29.57.090 shall be treated as el ection
costs and prorated under RCW 29. 13. 045.

Sec. 404. RCW 29.04.040 and 1999 c¢c 158 s 3 are each anended to
read as fol |l ows:
PRECI NCTS- - NUMBER OF VOITERS--Dl VIDING ALTERING OR COMVBI NI NG -

CREATI NG NEW PRECINCTS. (1) ((Ne—paper—bal-ot—preci-net—rmay—contain
rere—than—three—huhdred—acti-ve—registered—voters———TFhe—county

foture—growth—

£2))) Precinct boundaries may be altered at any tinme as long as
sufficient tinme exists prior to a given election for the necessary
procedural steps to be honored. Except as permtted under subsection
((65)) (4) of this section, no precinct boundaries may be changed
during the period starting on the thirtieth day prior to the first day
for candidates to file for the primary el ection and ending with the day
of the general election.

((3))) (2) Precincts in which voting machi nes or el ectronic voting
devi ces are used may contain as nmany as nine hundred active regi stered
voters. The nunber of poll-site ballot counting devices at each
polling place is at the discretion of the auditor. The nunber of
devi ces nust be adequate to neet the expected voter turnout.

((4))) (3) On petition of twenty-five or nore voters resident nore
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than ten mles fromany polling site, the county |legislative authority
shal | establish a separate voting precinct therefor

((65))) (4) The county auditor shall tenporarily adjust precinct
boundaries when a city or town annexes unincorporated territory to the
city or town, or whenever unincorporated territory is incorporated as
a city or town. The adjustnent ((shalh)) nust be nmade as soon as
possi ble after the approval of the annexation or incorporation. The
tenporary adjustnent ((shalt)) nust be limted to the m ni mum changes
necessary to accomodate the addition of the territory to the city or
town, or to establish the eligible voters within the boundaries of the
new city or town, and ((shal+)) remains in effect only until precinct
boundary nodifications reflecting the annexation or incorporation are
adopted by the county | egislative authority.

The county legislative authority may establish by ordinance a
limtation on the maxi mum nunber of active registered voters in each
precinct wwthin its jurisdiction. The limtation may be different for
preci ncts based upon the nmethod of voting used for such precincts and
the nunber may be less than the nunber established by law, but in no
case may the nunber exceed that authorized by |aw.

The county legislative authority of each county in the state
hereafter formed shall, at their first session, divide their respective

counties into election precincts ((wth—tw—hunrdred—FH+ty—active
registered—voters—or—tess)) and establish the boundaries of the

precincts. The county auditor shall thereupon designate the voting
pl ace for each such precinct or whether the precinct is a vote by nmail
precinct.

((668Y)) (5 In determning the nunber of active registered voters
for the purposes of this section, persons who are ongoing absentee
voters under RCW ((29-36-613)) 29.36.240 (as recodified by this act)
shall not be counted. Nothing in this subsection may be construed as
altering the vote tallying requirenents of RCW 29. 62. 090.

Sec. 405. RCW 29.04.050 and 1999 c 298 s 1 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

PRECI NCTS-- RESTRICTIONS ON PRECINCT BOUNDARI ES- - DESI GNATED BY
NUMBER. (1) Every voting precinct nmust be wholly wthin a single
congressional district, a single legislative district, ((anrd)) a single
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district of a county legislative authority, and, if applicable, a
single city.

(2) Every wvoting precinct shall be conposed, as nearly as
practicable, of contiguous and conpact areas.

(3) Except as provided in this subsection, changes to the
boundaries of any precinct shall follow visible, physical features
delineated on the nost current maps provided by the United States
census bureau. A change need not follow such visible, physical
features if (a) it is necessitated by an annexation or incorporation
and the proposed precinct boundary is identical to an exterior boundary
of the annexed or incorporated area which does not follow a visible
physi cal feature; or (b) doing so would substantially inpair election
admnistration in the invol ved area.

(4) After a change to precinct boundaries is adopted by the county
| egi slative authority, if the change does not follow visible physica
features, the county auditor shall send to the secretary of state ((&))
an electronic or paper copy of the ((+egal)) description ((anrd)), a nap
or maps of the changes, and((—+—atH—or—part—of the changes—do—not
foH-ow—visible,—physical—featuresr)) a statenment of the applicable

exception under subsection (3) of this section. For boundary changes
made pursuant to subsection (3)(b) of this section, the auditor shal
include a statenent of the reasons why follow ng visible, physical
features woul d have substantially inpaired election adm nistration.

(5) Every voting precinct within each county shall be designated by
nunber for the purpose of preparation of maps and the tabul ati on of
popul ation for apportionnment purposes. These precincts my be
identified with nanmes or other nunbers for other election purposes.

(6) After a change to precinct boundaries in a city or town, the
county auditor shall send one copy of the map or maps delineating the
new precinct boundaries within that city or town to the city or town
cl erk.

(7) Precinct maps are public records and shall be available for
i nspection by the public during normal office hours in the offices
where they are kept. Copies shall be nmade available to the public for
a fee necessary to cover the cost of reproduction.

Sec. 406. RCW 29. 04. 055 and 2001 ¢ 241 s 22 are each reenacted to
read as foll ows:
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COVBI NI NG OR DI VI DI NG PRECI NCTS, ELECTI ON BOARDS. At any specia
el ection or primary, the county auditor may conbine, unite, or divide
precincts and nmay conbine or unite el ection boards for the purpose of
hol di ng such el ection. At any general election, the county auditor may
conbine or wunite election boards for the purpose of holding such
el ection, but shall report all election returns by individual precinct.

Sec. 407. RCW 29.48.005 and 1965 ¢ 9 s 29.48.005 are each anmended
to read as foll ows:

POLLI NG PLACE- - MAY BE LOCATED QUTSI DE PRECI NCT. Pol ling pl aces for
the various voting precincts may be | ocated outside the boundaries of
the respective precincts, when the officers conducting the primary or
el ection shall deem it feasible((—PROMBEB—TFhat)). However, such
polling places ((shat+)) nust be located within a reasonabl e distance
of their respective precincts. The purpose of this section is to
furnish adequate voting facilities at readily accessible and
identifiable |ocations, and nothing ((heretaA—shall—be—econstrued—as
atfeeting)) In this section affects the nunber, nmethod of selection, or
duties of precinct election officers.

Sec. 408. RCW 29.48.007 and 1985 c 205 s 14 are each reenacted to
read as foll ows:

POLLI NG PLACE--USE OF COUNTY, MJUNI Cl PALITY, OR SPECIAL DI STRI CT
FACI LI TI ES. The legislative authority of each county, municipality,
and special district shall, at the request of the county auditor, make
their facilities available for use as polling places for primries
speci al elections, and state general elections held within that county.
When, in the judgnent of the county auditor, a facility of a county,
muni ci pality, or special district would provide a location for a
pol ling place that woul d best satisfy the requirenents of chapter 29.57
RCW he or she shall notify the legislative authority of that county,
muni ci pality, or district of the nunber of facilities needed for use as
polling places. Paynent for polling places and any ot her conditions or
obligations regarding these polling places shall be provided for by
contract between the county auditor and the county, municipality, or
district.
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Sec. 409. RCW29.57.040 and 1979 ex.s. ¢ 64 s 4 are each reenacted
to read as foll ows:

PUBLI C BUI LDI NGS USED AS POLLI NG PLACES- - CONDI Tl ONS. Each state
agency and entity of l|ocal governnent shall permt the use of any of
its buildings and the nost suitable | ocations therein as polling places
when required by a county auditor to provide accessible places in each
preci nct .

Sec. 410. RCW29.57.070 and 1999 c 298 s 14 are each reenacted to
read as foll ows:

| NACCESSI BLE POLLI NG PLACES- - AUDI TORS' LI ST. No |ater than Apri
1st of each even-nunbered year, each county auditor shall submt to the
secretary of state a |ist showi ng the nunber of polling places in the
county and specifying any that have been found inaccessible. The
auditor shall indicate the reasons for inaccessibility, and what
efforts have been made pursuant to this chapter to locate alternative
polling places or to mnmake the existing facilities tenporarily
accessi bl e.

If a county auditor's list shows, for two consecutive reporting
periods, that no polling places have been found inaccessible, the
audi tor need not submt further reports unless the secretary of state
specifically reinstates the requirenent for that county. Notice of
reinstatenment nmust be in witing and delivered at |east sixty days
before the reporting date.

Sec. 411. RCW29.57.100 and 1999 c 298 s 16 are each reenacted to
read as foll ows:

POLLI NG PLACES- - ACCESSI Bl LI TY REQUI RED, EXCEPTIONS. Each polling
pl ace must be accessi bl e unl ess:

(1) The county auditor has determned that it is inaccessible, that
no alternative accessible polling place is available, that no tenporary
nodi fication of that polling place or any alternative polling place is
possi bl e, and that the county auditor has conplied with the procedures
establ i shed under RCW 29.57.090; or

(2) The secretary of state determnes that a state of energency
exi sts that would otherwise interfere with the efficient adm nistration
of the primary or el ection.
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Sec. 412. RCW29.57.050 and 1979 ex.s. ¢ 64 s 5 are each reenacted
to read as foll ows:

REVI EW BY AND RECOMVENDATI ONS OF DI SABLED VOTERS. County auditors
shall, as feasible, solicit and use the assistance of disabled voters
in reviewmng sites and recommendi ng inexpensive renedies to inprove
accessibility.

Sec. 413. RCW 29.57.150 and 1999 c 298 s 19 are each reenacted to
read as foll ows:

COUNTY AUDI TORS-- NOTI CE OF ACCESSI BI LI TY. Each county auditor
shall include a notice of the accessibility of polling places in the
noti ce of election published under RCW 29. 27. 030 and 29. 27. 080.

PART 5
QUALI FI CATI ONS, TERM5, AND REQUI REMENTS FOR ELECTI VE OFFI CES

Subpart 5.1
Cener al

Sec. 501. RCW29.27.090 and 1965 ¢ 9 s 29.27.090 are each anended
to read as foll ows:
PRESERVATI ON OF DECLARATI ON OF CANDI DACY. The secretary of

state((;)) and each county auditor ((ef—each—ecounty—and—eclerks—otthe

several—munt-cipal—ecorporattons)) shall preserve all ((eertifiecates—of
pomnat+en)) declarations of candidacy filed in their respective

of fices for six nonths. Al ((eertitiecates—shall)) declarations of

candi dacy nust be open to public inspection ((urder—proper—+egulations
made—by—the—oHtecer—wth—whom-they—are—H-ted) ) .

Sec. 502. RCW 29.15.025 and 1999 c 298 s 9 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

QUALI FI CATI ONS FOR FILING APPEARANCE ON BALLOT. (1) A person
filing a declaration ((anrd—atHdavit)) of candidacy for an office
shall, at the tine of filing, be a registered voter and possess the
qualifications specified by law for persons who may be elected to the
of fice.

(2) Excluding the office of precinct conmttee officer or a
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tenporary elected position such as a charter review board nenber or
freeholder, no person may file for nore than one office.

(3) The nane of a candidate for an office shall not appear on a
ball ot for that office unless, except as provided in RCW 3.46.067 and
3.50.057, the candidate is, at the tinme the candidate's declaration
((and—aftfHdavit)) of candidacy is filed, properly registered to vote in
t he geographic area represented by the office. For the purposes of
this section, each geographic area in which registered voters may cast
ballots for an office is represented by that office. If a person
elected to an office nust be nomnated from a district or simlar
di vision of the geographic area represented by the office, the nane of
a candidate for the office shall not appear on a primary ballot for
that office unless the candidate is, at the time the candidate's
declaration ((anrd—att+davit)) of candidacy is filed, properly
registered to vote in that district or division. The officer with whom
decl arations ((and—aftfHdavits)) of candidacy nust be filed under this
title shall review each such declaration filed regarding conpliance
with this subsection.

((3))) (4) This section does not apply to the office of a nenber
of the United States Congress.

Sec. 503. RCW29.13.050 and 1979 ex.s. ¢ 126 s 14 are each anmended
to read as foll ows:

LOCAL OFFI CERS, BEG NNI NG OF TERMs- - ORGANI ZATI ON OF DI STRI CT BQARDS
CF DI RECTORS. The term of every city, town, and district officer
elected to office on the first Tuesday followng the first Mnday in
Novenber of the odd-nunbered years ((shatl)) begins in accordance with
RCW 29. 04. 170( (+——PROVW-BED—Fhat—any) ). However, a person elected to
less than a full term shall assune office as soon as the election
returns have been certified and he or she is qualified in accordance
wi th RCW 29. 01. 135.

Each board of directors of every district shall be organized at the
first nmeeting held after one or nore newly elected directors take
of fice.

Sec. 504. RCW 29.04.170 and 1999 c 298 s 3 are each anended to
read as fol |l ows:
LOCAL ELECTED OFFI Cl ALS, COVWENCEMENT OF TERM OF OFFI CE- - PURPOSE
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1979 EX.S. C 126. (1) The legislature finds that certain laws are in
conflict governing the ((eleetion)) assunption of office of various
| ocal officials. The purpose of ((ehapter—3126—taws—of 1979 ex—
sess—)) this section is to provide a conmon date for the assunption of
office for all the elected officials of counties, cities, towns, and
special purpose districts other than school districts where the
ownership of property is not a prerequisite of voting. A person
elected to the office of school director begins his or her term of
office at the first official neeting of the board of directors after
certification of the election results. It is also the purpose of
((ehapter—126—tLaws—of—1979—ex—sess—)) this section to renpve these
conflicts and delete old statutory |anguage concerning such el ections
which is no | onger necessary.

(2) For elective offices of counties, cities, towns, and specia
purpose districts other than school districts where the ownership of
property is not a prerequisite of voting, the term of incunbents
((shalt)) ends and the term of successors ((shatklh)) begins after the
successor is elected and qualified, and the term ((shal+)) commences
imedi ately after Decenber 31st following the election, except as
fol | ows:

(a) Wiere the termof office varies fromthis standard according to
statute; and

(b) If the election results have not been certified prior to
January 1st after the election, in which event the tinme of comrencenent
for the new term ((shal+)) occurs when the successor becones qualified
i n accordance with RCW 29.01. 135.

(3) For elective offices governed by this section, the oath of
office ((shall)) nust be taken as the last step of qualification as
defined in RCW 29.01. 135 but may be taken either:

(a) Up to ten days prior to the schedul ed date of assum ng office;

or

(b) At the last regular neeting of the governing body of the
applicable county, city, town, or special district held before the
W nner is to assune office.

Subpart 5.2
M nor Party and | ndependent Candi date Nom nati ng
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Sec. 505. RCW 29.24.010 and 1977 ex.s. ¢ 329 s 1 are each anmended
to read as foll ows:

DEFI NI TI ONS- - " CONVENTI ON* AND "ELECTION  JURI SDI CTI ON. " A
"convention" for the purposes of this chapter, 1is an organized
assenbl age of registered voters representing an independent candi date
or candidates or a new or mnor political party, organization, or
principle. As used in this chapter, the term "election jurisdiction”
shall nean the state or any political subdivision or jurisdiction of
the state from which partisan officials are elected. This term shal
i ncl ude county conmmi ssioner districts or council districts for nenbers
of a county legislative authority, counties for county officials who
are nom nated and el ected on a county-w de basis, legislative districts
for menbers of the |egislature, congressional districts for nenbers of
Congress, and the state for president and vice president, nmenbers of
the United States senate, and state officials who are elected on a
statew de basi s.

Sec. 506. RCW 29.24.020 and 2001 ¢ 30 s 2 are each reenacted to
read as foll ows:

NOM NATI ON BY CONVENTI ON OR WRI TE- I N- - DATES- - SPECI AL FI LI NG
PERIOD. (1) Any nom nation of a candidate for partisan public office
by other than a mmjor political party may be made only: (a) In a
convention held not earlier than the last Saturday in June and not
|ater than the first Saturday in July or during any of the seven days
i medi ately preceding the first day for filing declarations of
candi dacy as fixed in accordance with RCW29. 68.080; (b) as provided by
RCW 29. 62. 180; or (c) as otherwi se provided in this section.

(2) Nom nations of candidates for president and vice president of
the United States other than by a nmajor political party may be made
either at a convention conducted under subsection (1) of this section,
or at a simlar convention taking place not earlier than the first
Sunday in July and not l|ater than seventy days before the genera
el ecti on. Conventions held during this time period may not nom nate
candidates for any public office other than president and vice
president of the United States, except as provided in subsection (3) of
this section.

(3) If a special filing period for a partisan office is opened
under RCW 29.15.230, candidates of mnor political parties and
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i ndependent candidates may file for office during that special filing
peri od. The nanmes of those candidates may not appear on the ball ot
unl ess they are nom nated by convention held no later than five days
after the close of the special filing period and a certificate of
nomnation is filed with the filing officer no later than three days
after the convention. The requirenents of RCW 29.24.025 do not apply
to such a convention. If primary ballots or a voters' panphlet are
ordered to be printed before the deadline for submtting the
certificate of nom nation and the certificate has not been filed, then
t he candi date's nanme w Il be included but may not appear on the general
el ection ballot wunless the certificate is tinmely filed and the
candi date otherwi se qualifies to appear on that ballot.

(4) A mnor political party nmay hold nore than one convention but
in no case shall any such party nomnate nore than one candi date for
any one partisan public office or position. For the purpose of
nom nating candi dates for the offices of president and vice president,
United States senator, or a statewde office, a mnor party or
i ndependent candi date hol ding nultiple conventions may add toget her the
nunmber of signatures of different individuals from each convention
obtai ned in support of the candidate or candidates in order to obtain
t he nunber required by RCW 29.24.030. For all other offices for which
nom nations are nade, signatures of the requisite nunber of registered
voters mnmust be obtained at a single convention.

Sec. 507. RCW 29.24.025 and 1989 ¢ 215 s 1 are each reenacted to
read as foll ows:

NOTI CE OF CONVENTI ON. Each m nor party or independent candi date
must publish a notice in a newspaper of general circulation within the
county in which the party or the candidate intends to hold a

conventi on. The notice nust appear at |east ten days before the
convention is to be held, and shall state the date, tinme, and place of
the convention. Additionally, it shall include the mailing address of

t he person or organi zation sponsoring the convention.

Sec. 508. RCW 29.24.030 and 1989 ¢ 215 s 3 are each reenacted to
read as foll ows:

REQUI REMENTS FOR VALIDI TY OF CONVENTI ON. (1) To be valid, a
convention nust be attended by at |east twenty-five registered voters.
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(2) In order to nomnate candidates for the offices of president
and vice president of the United States, United States senator, or any
statewi de office, a nom nating convention shall obtain and submt to
the filing officer the signatures of at |east two hundred registered
voters of the state of Washington. |In order to nom nate candi dates for
any other office, a nomnating convention shall obtain and submt to
the filing officer the signatures of twenty-five persons who are
registered to vote in the jurisdiction of the office for which the
nom nations are nade.

Sec. 509. RCW 29.24.035 and 2001 ¢ 64 s 1 are each reenacted to
read as foll ows:

NOM NATI NG PETI TI ON- - REQUI REMENTS. A nom nating petition submtted
under this chapter shall clearly identify the name of the mnor party
or i ndependent candi date convention as it appears on the certificate of
nom nation as required by RCW 29.24.040(3). The petition shall also
contain a statenment that the person signing the petition is a
regi stered voter of the state of Washi ngton and shall have a space for
the voter to sign his or her nane and to print his or her nane and
addr ess. No person may sign nore than one nom nating petition under
this chapter for an office for a primary or el ection.

Sec. 510. RCW 29.24.040 and 1989 c 215 s 4 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

CERTI FI CATE OF NOM NATI ON- - REQUI SI TES. A certificate evidencing
nom nati ons made at a convention nust:

(1) Be in witing;

(2) Contain the nanme of each person nomnated, his or her
residence, and the office for which he or she is naned, and if the
nom nation is for the offices of president and vice president of the
United States, a sworn statenment from both nom nees giving their
consent to the nom nation;

(3) ldentify the mnor political party or the i ndependent candi date
on whose behal f the convention was hel d;

(4) Be verified by the oath of the presiding officer and secretary;

(5) Be acconpanied by a nomnating petition or petitions bearing
the signatures and addresses of registered voters equal in nunber to
that required by RCW 29. 24. 030;
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(6) Contain proof of publication of the notice of calling the
convention; and

(7) Be submtted to the appropriate filing officer not |ater than
one week followng the adjournnent of the convention at which the

nom nati ons were nade. If the nomnations are nade only for offices
whose jurisdiction is entirely within one county, the certificate and
nom nating petitions nmust be filed with the county auditor. |If a m nor

party or independent candi date convention nom nates any candi dates for
of fices whose jurisdiction enconpasses nore than one county, al
nom nating petitions and the convention certificates nust be filed with
the secretary of state.

Sec. 511. RCW 29.24.045 and 2001 ¢ 30 s 4 are each reenacted to
read as foll ows:

MULTI PLE CERTI FI CATES OF NOM NATI ON. (1) If two or nore valid
certificates of nomnation are filed purporting to nom nate different
candi dates for the sane position using the sane party nane, the filing
of ficer nmust give effect to both certificates. |[If conflicting clains
to the party nanme are not resolved either by nmutual agreenent or by a
judicial determnation of the right to the nane, the candi dates nust be
treated as i ndependent candi dates. D sputes over the right to the nane
must not be permtted to delay the printing of either ballots or a
voters' panphlet. Oher candidates nom nated by the sanme conventions
may continue to use the partisan affiliation unless a court of
conpetent jurisdiction directs otherw se.

(2) A person affected may petition the superior court of the county
in which the filing officer is |located for a judicial determ nation of
the right to the nanme of a mnor political party, either before or

after docunents are filed with the filing officer. The court shal
resolve the conflict between conpeting clains to the use of the sane
party name according to the follow ng principles: (a) The prior

establ i shed public use of the nane during previous elections by a party
conposed of or led by the sane individuals or individuals in docunented
succession; (b) prior established public use of the nane earlier in the
sane election cycle; (c) the nomnation of a nore conplete slate of
candi dates for a nunber of offices or in a nunber of different regions
of the state; (d) docunented affiliation with a national or statew de
party organization with an established use of the nane; (e) the first
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date of filing of a certificate of nomnation; and (f) such other
indicia of an established right to use of the nane as the court may

deemrelevant. |If nore than one filing officer is involved, and one of
them is the secretary of state, the petition nust be filed in the
superior court for Thurston county. Upon resolving the conflict

between conpeting clains, the court may also address any ball ot
designation for the candi date who does not prevail.

Sec. 512. RCW 29.24.055 and 1989 ¢ 215 s 6 are each reenacted to
read as foll ows:

PRESI DENTI AL ELECTORS- - SELECTI ON AT CONVENTION. A minor political
party or i ndependent candi date convention nom nating candi dates for the
of fices of president and vice president of the United States shall, not
| ater than ten days after the adjournnent of the convention, submt a
list of presidential electors to the office of the secretary of state.
The list shall contain the nanmes and the nmailing addresses of the
persons sel ected and shall be verified by the presiding officer of the
conventi on.

Sec. 513. RCW 29.24.060 and 1989 c¢ 215 s 7 are each reenacted to
read as foll ows:

CERTI FI CATE OF NOM NATI ON- - CHECKI NG~ SI GNATURES- - APPEAL OF
DETERM NATI ON. Upon the receipt of the certificate of nom nation, the
officer wwth whomit is filed shall check the certificate and canvass
t he signatures on the acconpanyi ng nom nating petitions to determne if
the requirements of RCW 29.24.030 have been net. Once the
determ nation has been nmade, the filing officer shall notify the
presiding officer of the convention and any other persons requesting
the notification, of his or her decision regarding the sufficiency of
the certificate or the nomnating petitions. Any appeal regarding the
filing officer's determ nation nust be filed with the superior court of
the county in which the certificate or petitions were filed not |ater
than five days fromthe date the determ nation is nmade, and shall be
heard and finally disposed of by the court within five days of the
filing. Nomi nating petitions shall not be available for public
i nspection or copyi ng.
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Sec. 514. RCW 29.24.070 and 1990 c¢c 59 s 103 are each anmended to
read as foll ows:

DECLARATI ONS OF CANDI DACY REQUI RED, EXCEPTI ONS- - PAYMENT OF FEES.
Not later than the Friday immediately preceding the first day for
candidates to file, the secretary of state shall notify the county

auditors of the nanes and designations of all mnor party and
i ndependent candi dates who have filed valid convention certificates and
nom nating petitions with that office. Except for the offices of

president and vice president, persons nom nated under this chapter
shall file declarations of candi dacy as provided by RCW 29.15. 010 and
29.15.030. The nane of a candi date nom nated at a convention shall not
be printed upon the primary ballot unless he or she pays the fee
required by law to be paid by candidates for the sane office to be
nom nated at a prinmary.

PART 6
FI LI NG FOR OFFI CE

Subpart 6.1
Cener al

Sec. 601. RCW 29.15.130 and 1990 ¢ 59 s 79 are each reenacted to
read as foll ows:

POSI TI ON NUMBERS DESI GNATED, WHEN- - EFFECT. Not less than thirty
days before the first day for filing declarations of candidacy under
RCW 29.15.020 for legislative, judicial, county, city, town, or
district office, where nore than one position wth the sane nane,

district nunber, or title wll be voted upon at the succeeding
el ection, the filing officer shall designate the positions to be filled
by nunber.

The positions so designated shall be dealt wth as separate offices
for all election purposes. Wth the exception of the office of justice
of the suprene court, the position nunbers shall be assigned, whenever
possible, to reflect the position nunbers that were used to designate
the sane positions at the last full-termelection for those offices.

Sec. 602. RCW 29. 15. 140 and 1990 ¢ 59 s 92 are each reenacted to
read as fol |l ows:
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DESI GNATI ON OF SHORT TERMS, FULL TERMS, AND UNEXPI RED TERMS- - FI LI NG
DECLARATI ONS- - ELECTI ON TO BOTH SHORT AND FULL TERME. If at the same
el ection there are short terns or full terns and unexpired terns of
office to be filled, the filing officer shall distinguish them and
designate the short term the full term and the unexpired term as
such, or by use of the words "short term" "unexpired two year term"”
or "four year term" as the case may be.

In filing the declaration of candidacy in such cases the candi date
shal | specify that the candidacy is for the short term the full term
or the unexpired term \When both a short termand a full termfor the
sanme position are scheduled to be voted upon, or when a short termis
created after the close of the filing period, a single declaration of
candi dacy acconpanied by a single filing fee shall be construed as a
filing for both the short termand the full term and the name of such
candi dat e shal | appear upon the ballot for the position sought with the
designation "short termand full term" The candidate elected to both
such terns shall be sworn into and assune office for the short term as
soon as the election returns have been certified and shall again be
sworn into office on the second Mnday in January follow ng the
el ection to assune office for the full term

Sec. 603. RCW 29.15.010 and 2002 c 140 s 1 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

DECLARATI ON OF CANDI DACY. A candi date who desires to have his or
her nane printed on the ballot for election to an office other than
president of the United States, vice president of the United States, or
an office for which ownership of property is a prerequisite to voting
shall conplete and file a declaration ((anrd—affdavit)) of candi dacy.
The secretary of state shall adopt, by rule, a declaration of candi dacy
form for the office of precinct conmttee officer and a separate
standard form for candidates for all other offices filing under this
chapter. Included on the standard form shall be:

(1) A place for the candidate to declare that he or she is a
regi stered voter wwthin the jurisdiction of the office for which he or
she is filing, and the address at which he or she is registered;

(2) A place for the candidate to indicate the position for which he
or she is filing;
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(3) A place for the candidate to indicate a party designation, if
appl i cabl e;

(4) A place for the candidate to indicate the anount of the filing
fee acconpanying the declaration of candidacy or for the candidate to
indicate that he or she is filing a nomnating petition in lieu of the
filing fee under RCW 29. 15. 050;

(5) A place for the candidate to sign the declaration of candi dacy,
stating that the information provided on the formis true and swearing
or affirmng that he or she will support the Constitution and | aws of
the United States and the Constitution and laws of the state of
Washi ngt on.

In the case of a declaration of candidacy filed electronically,
subm ssion of the form constitutes agreenent that the information
provided with the filing is true, that he or she wll support the
Constitutions and laws of the United States and the state of
Washi ngton, and that he or she agrees to electronic paynment of the
filing fee established in RCW 29. 15. 050.

The secretary of state nmay require any other information on the
form he or she deens appropriate to facilitate the filing process.

Sec. 604. RCW 29.15.044 and 2002 ¢ 140 s 2 are each reenacted to
read as foll ows:

ELECTRONI C FI LI NG - AUTHORI ZED- - PERI OD. A candidate may file his or
her declaration of candidacy for an office by electronic nmeans on a
system specifically designed and authorized by a filing officer to
accept filings.

(1) Filings that are received electronically nust capture all
information specified in RCW29.15.010 (1) through (4).

(2) Electronic filing may begin at 9:00 a.m the fourth Minday in
July and continue through 4:00 p.m the follow ng Friday.

(3) In case of special filing periods established in this chapter,
electronic filings nmay be accepted beginning at 9:00 a.m on the first
day of the special filing period through 4:00 p.m the |ast day of the
special filing period.

Sec. 605. RCW 29. 15. 020 and 1990 ¢ 59 s 81 are each reenacted to

read as fol |l ows:
DECLARATI ON OF CANDI DACY--CERTAI N OFFI CES, VHEN FI LED. Except
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where otherw se provided by this title, declarations of candidacy for
the followng offices shall be filed during regul ar busi ness hours with
the filing officer no earlier than the fourth Mnday in July and no
|ater than the following Friday in the year in which the office is
schedul ed to be voted upon:

(1) Ofices that are scheduled to be voted upon for full terns or
both full ternms and short terns at, or in conjunction with, a state
general election; and

(2) Ofices where a vacancy, other than a short term exists that
has not been filled by election and for which an election to fill the
vacancy is required in conjunction with the next state general
el ection.

This section supersedes all other statutes that provide for a
different filing period for these offices.

Sec. 606. RCW 29.15.090 and 1990 c 59 s 83 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

CANDI DATES' NAMES- - NI CKNAMES. When filing for office, a candidate
may i ndicate the manner in which he or she desires his or her nane to
be printed on the ballot. For filing purposes, a candidate nmay use a
ni ckname by which he or she is commonly known as his or her first nane,
but the | ast nane shall be the nane under which he or she is registered
to vote.

No candi date may:

(1) Use a nicknane that denotes present or past occupation,
including mlitary rank;

(2) Use a nicknane that denotes the candidate's position on issues
or political affiliation;

(3) Use a nicknane designed intentionally to m slead voters.

((The secretary of state shall adopt rules to resolve those
. I i d I i ed I e : |

oy . I L I usi I
voter—))

Sec. 607. RCW 29. 15.030 and 2002 c¢c 140 s 4 are each anended to

read as fol |l ows:
DECLARATI ON OF CANDI DACY--WHERE FI LED--COPY TO PUBLI C DI SCLOSURE
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COWM SSI ON. Decl arations of candidacy shall be filed wth the
followwing filing officers:

(1) The secretary of state for declarations of candidacy for
statewi de offices, United States senate, and United States house of
representatives;

(2) The secretary of state for declarations of candidacy for the
state legislature, the court of appeals, and the superior court when
voters from a district conprising nore than one county vote upon the
candi dat es;

(3) The county auditor for all other offices. For any nonpartisan
office, other than judicial offices and school director in joint
districts, where voters froma district conprising nore than one county
vote upon the candidates, a declaration of candidacy shall be filed
with the county auditor of the county in which a mgjority of the
regi stered voters of the district reside. For school directors in
joint school districts, the declaration of candidacy shall be filed
with the county auditor of the county designated by the state board of
education as the county to which the joint school district 1is
consi dered as bel ongi ng under RCW 28A. 323. 040.

Each official with whom decl arations of candidacy are filed under
this section, wthin one business day followng the closing of the
applicable filing period, shall transmt to the public disclosure
comm ssion the information required in RCW 29.15.010 (1) through (4)
for each declaration of candidacy filed in his or her office during
such filing period or a list containing the nane of each candi date who
files such a declaration in his or her office during such filing period
together with a precise identification of the position sought by each
such candi date and the date on which each such declaration was filed.
Such official, within three days following his or her receipt of any
letter withdraw ng a person's nane as a candi date, shall also forward
a copy of such withdrawal letter to the public disclosure comm ssion.

Sec. 608. RCW 29.15.040 and 1987 ¢ 110 s 2 are each reenacted to
read as foll ows:

DECLARATI ON- - FI LI NG BY MAI L. Any candidate may nmail his or her
decl aration of candidacy for an office to the filing officer. Such
decl arations of candi dacy shall be processed by the filing officer in
the foll om ng manner:
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(1) Any declaration received by the filing officer by mail before
the tenth business day immediately preceding the first day for
candidates to file for office shall be returned to the candidate
submtting it, together with a notification that the declaration of
candi dacy was received too early to be processed. The candi date shal
then be permtted to resubmt his or her declaration of candidacy
during the filing period.

(2) Any properly executed declaration of candi dacy received by nmail
on or after the tenth business day i mediately preceding the first day
for candidates to file for office and before the cl ose of business on
the last day of the filing period shall be included with filings made
in person during the filing period. |In partisan and judicial elections
the filing officer shall determine by |Iot the order in which the nanes
of those candidates shall appear upon sanple and absentee primary
bal |l ot s.

(3) Any declaration of candidacy received by the filing officer
after the close of business on the |ast day for candidates to file for
office shall be rejected and returned to the candidate attenpting to
fileit.

Sec. 609. RCW 29.15.050 and 1999 c 298 s 10 are each reenacted to
read as foll ows:

DECLARATI ON- - FEES AND PETITIONS. A filing fee of one dollar shal
acconpany each decl arati on of candi dacy for precinct commttee officer;
a filing fee of ten dollars shall acconpany the declaration of
candi dacy for any office with a fixed annual salary of one thousand
dollars or less; afiling fee equal to one percent of the annual salary
of the office at the tine of filing shall acconpany the declaration of
candi dacy for any office with a fixed annual salary of nore than one
t housand dol Il ars per annum No filing fee need acconpany a decl aration
of candidacy for any office for which conpensation is on a per diemor
per neeting attended basis.

A candi date who | acks sufficient assets or incone at the tine of
filing to pay the filing fee required by this section shall submt wth
his or her declaration of candidacy a nom nating petition. The
petition shall contain not less than a nunber of signatures of
regi stered voters equal to the nunmber of dollars of the filing fee.
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The signatures shall be of voters registered to vote wthin the
jurisdiction of the office for which the candidate is filing.

When the candi dacy is for:

(1) Alegislative or judicial office that includes territory from
nore than one county, the fee shall be paid to the secretary of state
for equal division between the treasuries of the counties conprising
the district.

(2) A city or town office, the fee shall be paid to the county
audi tor who shall transmt it to the city or town clerk for deposit in
the city or town treasury.

Sec. 610. RCW 29.15.060 and 1984 c 142 s 5 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

NOM NATI NG PETI Tl ON- - CONTENTS. The nom nating petition authorized
by RCW 29.15. 050 shall be printed on sheets of uniformcolor and size,
shal |l contain no nore than twenty nunbered |lines, and ((shal)) nust be
in substantially the followng form

( (WWARNING
I . hi - o I I hi

. : ol i d (2 ) I . I
he—or—she—+s—not—a—tegal—voter—or— (3 —nakes—any—false
staterent—ray—be—subi-ect—to—Hne—or—apr-soenrent—or—both-) )
The warni ng prescribed by RCW 29.79.115; foll owed by:

We, the undersigned registered voters of (the state of
Washington or the political subdivision for which the nomnation is
made) , hereby petition that the nane of (candi date's nane) be
printed on the official primary ballot for the office of (insert
nane of office)

((Signature | Printed-Name | Residence GCity | County
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The petition nust include a place for each individual to sign and
print his or her nane, and the address, city, and county at which he or
she is reqgistered to vote.

Sec. 611. RCW 29.15.070 and 1984 ¢ 142 s 6 are each reenacted to
read as foll ows:

PETI T1 ONS- - REJECTI ON- - ACCEPTANCE, CANVASS COF SI GNATURES- -JUDI ClI AL
REVI EW Nomi nating petitions may be rejected for the follow ng
reasons:

(1) The petition is not in the proper form

(2) The petition clearly bears insufficient signatures;

(3) The petition is not acconpani ed by a decl aration of candi dacy;

(4) The tinme within which the petition and the declaration of
candi dacy coul d have been fil ed has expired.

If the petition is accepted, the officer with whom it is filed
shall canvass the signatures contained on it and shall reject the
signatures of those persons who are not registered voters and the
signatures of those persons who are not registered to vote within the
jurisdiction of the office for which the nomnating petition is filed.
He or she shall additionally reject any signature that appears on the
nom nating petitions of two or nore candidates for the sane office and
shall also reject, each tinme it appears, the nanme of any person who
signs the sane petition nore than once.

If the officer wwth whom the petition is filed refuses to accept
the petition or refuses to certify the petition as bearing sufficient
valid signatures, the person filing the petition nmay appeal that action
to the superior court. The application for judicial review shall take
precedence over other cases and matters and shall be speedily heard and
det er m ned.

Sec. 612. RCW 29.15.125 and 1994 ¢ 223 s 7 are each reenacted to
read as foll ows:

NOTI CE OF DATE FOR W THDRAWAL. Each person who files a declaration
of candidacy for an elected office of a city, town, or special district
shall be given witten notice of the date by which a candidate may
wi t hdraw his or her candi dacy under RCW 29. 15. 120.
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Sec. 613. RCW 29.15.120 and 1994 ¢ 223 s 6 are each reenacted to
read as foll ows:

W THDRAWAL COF CANDI DACY. A candidate may wthdraw his or her
decl aration of candidacy at any tinme before the close of business on
the Thursday following the last day for candidates to file under RCW
29.15.020 by filing, with the officer with whom the declaration of
candi dacy was filed, a signed request that his or her nanme not be
printed on the ballot. There shall be no wthdrawal period for
decl arations of candidacy filed during special filing periods held
under this title. The filing officer may permt the withdrawal of a
filing for the office of precinct conmttee officer at the request of
the candidate at any tinme if no absentee ballots have been issued for
that office and the general election ballots for that precinct have not
been printed. The filing officer may permt the wthdrawal of a filing
for any elected office of a city, town, or special district at the
request of the candidate at any tinme before a primary if the primary
ballots for that city, town, or special district have not been ordered.
No filing fee may be refunded to any candi date who wi t hdraws under this
section. Notice of the deadline for wthdrawal of candi dacy and that
the filing fee is not refundable shall be given to each candi date at
the tinme he or she files.

Sec. 614. RCW 29.15.160 and 1975-'76 2nd ex.s. ¢ 120 s 9 are each
reenacted to read as foll ows:

VO D |IN CANDI DACY- - EXCEPTI ON. A void in candidacy for a
nonpartisan office occurs when an election for such office, except for
the short term has been scheduled and no valid declaration of
candi dacy has been filed for the position or all persons filing such
val id decl arati ons of candi dacy have died or been disqualified.

Sec. 615. RCW?29.15.210 and 1972 ex.s. ¢ 61 s 5 are each reenacted
to read as foll ows:

NOTICE OF VO D IN CAND DACY. The election officer with whom
decl arations of candidacy are filed shall give notice of a void in
candi dacy for a nonpartisan office, by notifying press, radio, and
television in the county and by such other neans as my now or
hereafter be provided by law. The notice shall state the office, and
the time and place for filing declarations of candi dacy.

p. 97 5221-S. SL



©O© 00 N O Ol WDN P

[
o

11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29

30
31
32
33
34
35
36

Sec. 616. RCW 29.15.220 and 1972 ex.s. ¢ 61 s 6 are each anmended
to read as foll ows:

FILINGS TO FILL VO D I N CANDI DACY- - HOW MADE. Filings to fill a
voi d in candidacy for nonpartisan office ((shakH-)) nust be nade in the
sanme manner and with the sane official as required during the regul ar
filing period for such office((—PROADED)), except that nom nating
signature petitions ((whieh)) that nmay be required of candidates filing
for certain district offices during the normal filing period ((shaH))
may not be required of candidates filing during the special three-day
filing period.

Sec. 617. RCW 29.15.170 and 2001 c 46 s 1 are each reenacted to
read as foll ows:

REOPENI NG OF FI LI NG - OCCURRENCES BEFORE SI XTH TUESDAY BEFORE
PRI MARY. Filings for a nonpartisan office shall be reopened for a
period of three normal business days, such three day period to be fixed
by the election officer wth whom such declarations of candidacy are
filed and notice thereof given by notifying press, radio, and
television in the county and by such other neans as my now or
hereafter be provided by | aw whenever before the sixth Tuesday prior to
a primary:

(1) A void in candidacy occurs;

(2) A vacancy occurs in any nonpartisan office | eaving an unexpired
termto be filled by an election for which filings have not been held;
or

(3) A nomnee for judge of the superior court entitled to a
certificate of election pursuant to Article 4, section 29, Amendnent 41
of the state Constitution, dies or is disqualified.

Candi dacies validly filed within said three-day period shall appear
on the ballot as if nmade during the earlier filing period.

Sec. 618. RCW 29.15.180 and 2001 c 46 s 2 are each reenacted to
read as foll ows:

REOPENI NG OF FILING -0OCCURRENCES AFTER SIXTH TUESDAY BEFORE
PRI MARY. Filings for a nonpartisan office (other than judge of the
suprenme court or superintendent of public instruction) shall be
reopened for a period of three normal business days, such three day
period to be fixed by the election officer with whom such decl arati ons
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of candidacy are filed and notice thereof given by notifying press,
radi o, and television in the county and by such other nmeans as nay now
or hereafter be provided by | aw, when:

(1) A void in candidacy for such nonpartisan office occurs on or
after the sixth Tuesday prior to a primary but prior to the sixth
Tuesday before an el ection; or

(2) A nomnee for judge of the superior court eligible after a
contested primary for a certificate of election by Article 4, section
29, Anendnent 41 of the state Constitution, dies or is disqualified
within the ten day period imediately followng the last day allotted
for a candidate to w thdraw, or

(3) A vacancy occurs in any nonpartisan office on or after the
si xth Tuesday prior to a primary but prior to the sixth Tuesday before
an election |eaving an unexpired termto be filled by an election for
which filings have not been held.

The candidate receiving a plurality of the votes cast for that
office in the general election shall be deened el ected.

Sec. 619. RCW 29.15.190 and 2002 c 108 s 1 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

SCHEDULED ELECTI ON LAPSES, WHEN. A schedul ed election shall be
| apsed, the office deened stricken fromthe ballot, no purported wite-
in votes counted, and no candidate certified as el ected, when:

(1) In an election for judge of the suprene court or superintendent
of public instruction, a void in candidacy occurs on or after the sixth
Tuesday prior to a primary, public filings and the prinmary being an
i ndi spensabl e phase of the election process for such offices;

(2) Except as otherw se specified in RCW 29.15.180, ((as—new——or
hereafter—anended-)) a nom nee for judge of the superior court entitled
to a certificate of election pursuant to Article 4, section 29,
Amendnent 41 of the state Constitution dies or is disqualified on or
after the sixth Tuesday prior to a prinmary;

(3) In other elections for nonpartisan office a void in candi dacy
occurs or a vacancy occurs involving an unexpired termto be filled on
or after the sixth Tuesday prior to an election.

Sec. 620. RCW 29. 15. 200 and 1994 ¢ 223 s 8 are each reenacted to
read as fol |l ows:
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LAPSE OF ELECTI ON WHEN NO FI LI NG FOR SI NGLE POSI Tl ONS- - EFFECT. | f
after both the normal filing period and special three day filing period
as provided by RCW 29.15.170 and 29.15. 180 have passed, no candi date
has filed for any single city, town, or district position to be fill ed,
the election for such position shall be deened |apsed, the office
deened stricken fromthe ballot and no wite-in votes counted. 1In such
i nstance, the incunbent occupying such position shall remain in office
and continue to serve until a successor is elected at the next el ection
when such positions are voted upon.

Sec. 621. RCW 29.15.230 and 2001 c 46 s 3 are each reenacted to
read as foll ows:

VACANCY | N PARTI SAN ELECTI VE OFFI CE- - SPECI AL FI LI NG PERI OD.
Filings for a partisan elective office shall be opened for a period of
t hree normal busi ness days whenever, on or after the first day of the
regular filing period and before the sixth Tuesday prior to a primary,
a vacancy occurs in that office, |eaving an unexpired termto be filled
by an election for which filings have not been hel d.

Any such special three-day filing period shall be fixed by the
el ection officer with whom declarations of candidacy for that office
are filed. The election officer shall give notice of the specia
three-day filing period by notifying the press, radio, and television
in the county or counties involved, and by such other neans as may be
required by | aw

Candi dacies validly filed wthin the special three-day filing
period shall appear on the primary ballot as if filed during the
regular filing period.

Subpart 6.2
Wite-in Candi dates

Sec. 622. RCW 29.04.180 and 1999 c¢c 157 s 1 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

VWRI TE- I N VOTI NG - CANDI DATES, DECLARATION. Any person who desires
to be a wite-in candi date and have such votes counted at a primry or

el ecti on may((—H—thefursdiction—of—the—ofiice——sought—+s—entirely

wH-hhr—one—-county;-)) file a declaration of candidacy with the ((eeunty
audi-toer)) officer designated in RCW 29.15.030 not later than the day
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before the primary or election. ((Hf the jurisdiction of the office

beforetheprrmary—or—eleetion-)) Declarations of candidacy for wite-

i n candi dates nust be acconpanied by a filing fee in the sane manner as
requi red of other candidates filing for the office as provided in RCW
29. 15. 050.

Votes cast for wite-in candi dates who have fil ed such decl arations
of candidacy and wite-in votes for persons appointed by politica
parties pursuant to RCW 29.18.160 need only specify the nanme of the
candidate in the appropriate location on the ballot in order to be
counted. Wite-in votes cast for any other candidate, in order to be
counted, nust designate the office sought and position nunber or
political party, if ((apptH-<cable)) the manner in which the wite-in is
done does not nmake the office or position clear. In order for wite-in
votes to be valid in jurisdictions enploying optical-scan mark sense
ball ot systens the voter nust conplete the proper mark next to the
wite-in line for that office.

No person may file as a wite-in candi date where:

(1) At a general election, the person attenpting to file either
filed as a wite-in candidate for the sanme office at the preceding
primary or the person's nane appeared on the ballot for the sane office
at the preceding prinmary;

(2) The person attenpting to file as a wite-in candidate has
already filed a valid wite-in declaration for that primary or
el ection, unless one or the other of the two filings is for the office
of precinct conm tteeperson,;

(3) The name of the person attenpting to file already appears on
the ballot as a candidate for another office, unless one of the two
of fices for which he or she is a candidate is precinct conmtteeperson.

The decl aration of candidacy shall be simlar to that required by
RCW29.15.010. No wite-in candidate filing under RCW29. 04. 180 may be
i ncluded in any voter's panphl et produced under chapter ((29-86)) 29.81
RCW (as recodified by this act) unless that candidate qualifies to have
his or her name printed on the general election ballot. The
| egislative authority of any jurisdiction producing a l|local voter's
panphl et under chapter 29.81A RCW may provide, by ordinance, for the
inclusion of wite-in candidates in such panphl ets.
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Sec. 623. RCW 29.04.190 and 1988 ¢ 181 s 2 are each reenacted to
read as foll ows:

WRI TE- I N CANDI DATES-- NOTI CE TO AUDI TORS, BALLOT COUNTERS. The
secretary of state shall notify each county auditor of any decl arations
filed wwth the secretary under RCW 29.04. 180 for offices appearing on
the ballot in that county. The county auditor shall ensure that those
persons charged with counting the ballots for a primary or election are
notified of all valid wite-in candidates before the tabulation of
t hose bal |l ots.

PART 7
VACANCI ES

Sec. 701. RCW 29.18.150 and 1990 c¢c 59 s 102 are each anmended to
read as foll ows:

ON MAJOR PARTY TI CKET CAUSED BY NO FI LI NG - HOW
FI LLED. ((Sheuld)) If a place on the ticket of a major political party
((be)) is vacant because no person has filed for nomnation as the
candi date of that major political party, after the |last day all owed for
candi dates to withdraw as provided by RCW29. 15. 120, and if the vacancy
is for a state or county office to be voted on solely by the electors
of a single county, the county central commttee of the major political

party may select and certify a candidate to fill the vacancy((+)). If
the vacancy is for any other office the state central commttee of the
maj or political party may select and certify a candidate to fill the

vacancy((+)). The certificate nust set forth the cause of the vacancy,
the nane of the person nomnated, the office for which ((he)) the
person is nom nated, and other pertinent information required in an
ordinary certificate of nom nation and be filed in the proper office no
later than the first Friday after the |ast day allowed for candi dates
to wthdraw, together with the candidate's fee applicable to that
of fice and a declaration of candi dacy.

Sec. 702. RCW29.18.160 and 2001 ¢ 46 s 4 are each anended to read
as follows:

BY DEATH OR DI SQUALI FI CATI ON- - HONV FI LLED- - CORRECTI NG BALLOTS- -
COUNTI NG VOTES ALREADY CAST. A vacancy caused by the death or
disqualification of any candidate or nomnee of a nmgjor or mnor
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political party may be filled at any tinme up to and including the day
prior to the election for that position. For state partisan offices in
any political subdivision voted on solely by electors of a single
county, an individual shall be appointed to fill such vacancy by the
county central commttee in the case of a major political party or by
the state central commttee or conparabl e governing body in the case of
a mnor political party. For other partisan offices, including federal
or statewide offices, an individual shall be appointed to fill such
vacancy by the state central commttee or conparabl e governi ng body of
the appropriate political party.

((Sheutd—sueh)) |1f the vacancy occurs no later than the sixth
Tuesday prior to the state primary or general election concerned and
the ballots have been printed, it shall be mandatory that they be
corrected by the appropriate election officers. In making such
correction, it shall not be necessary to reprint conplete ballots if
any other |ess expensive technique can be used and the resulting
correction is reasonably clear.

((Sheuld—sueh)) I f the vacancy occurs after the sixth Tuesday prior
to ((satd)) the state primary or general election and tinme does not
exist in which to correct ballots (including absentee ballots), either
intotal or in part, then the votes cast or recorded for the person who
has di ed or becone disqualified shall be counted for the person who has
been naned to fill such vacancy.

When the secretary of state is the person with whomthe appoi nt nent
by the major or mnor political party is filed, ((he)) the secretary
shall, in certifying candidates or nom nations to the various county
officers insert the nanme of the person appointed to fill a vacancy.

((FA—the—event—that)) |If the secretary of state has already sent
forth ((kRts)) the certificate when the appointnment to fill a vacancy is
filed ((wthh+m) ), ((he)) the secretary shall forthwith certify to the
county auditors of the proper counties the nanme and pl ace of residence
of the person appointed to fill a vacancy, the office for which ((he))
the person is a candidate or nomnee, the party ((he)) the person
represents, and all other pertinent facts pertaining to the vacancy.

Sec. 703. RCW 29.68.070 and 1985 ¢ 45 s 3 are each reenacted to
read as foll ows:
UNI TED STATES SENATE- - TEMPORARY APPO NTMENT. When a vacancy occurs
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inthe representation of this state in the senate of the United States,
the governor shall nake a tenporary appointnent to that office unti
the people fill the vacancy by election as provided in this chapter.

Sec. 704. RCW 29.68.080 and 1990 ¢ 59 s 105 are each anmended to
read as foll ows:

CONGRESS- - SPECI AL ELECTI ON. (1) Wenever a vacancy occurs in the
((effH+ee—of)) United States house of representatives or the United
States ((senrater)) senate from this state ((er—any—eongressional
eh-st+ret—of—this—state)), the governor shall order a special election
to fill the vacancy.

(2) Wthin ten days of such vacancy occurring, he or she shal
issue a wit of election fixing a date for the special vacancy el ection
not | ess than ninety days after the issuance of the wit, fixing a date
for the primary for nomnating candidates for the special vacancy
el ection not less than thirty days before the day fixed for holding the
speci al vacancy election, fixing the dates for the special filing
period, and designating the term or part of the term for which the
vacancy exists. If the vacancy is in the office of United States
representative, the wit of election shall specify the congressiona
district that is vacant.

(3) If the vacancy occurs less than six nonths before a state
general election and before the second Friday following the close of
the filing period for that general election, the special primary and
speci al vacancy elections shall be held in concert with the state
primary and state general election in that year.

(4) If the vacancy occurs on or after the first day for filing
under RCW 29.15.020 and on or before the second Friday follow ng the
close of the filing period, a special filing period of three nornal
busi ness days shall be fixed by the governor and notice thereof given
to all nedia, including press, radio, and television within the area in
whi ch the vacancy election is to be held, to the end that, insofar as
possible, all interested persons will be aware of such filing period.
The last day of the filing period shall not be later than the third
Tuesday before the primary at which candidates are to be nom nated.
The nanmes of candi dates who have filed valid declarations of candi dacy
during this three-day period shall appear on the approaching primary
bal | ot .
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(5) If the vacancy occurs |ater than the second Friday follow ng
the close of the filing period, a special primary and special vacancy
election to fill the position shall be held after the next state
general election but, in any event, no later than the ninetieth day
foll ow ng the Novenber el ection.

(({6) As used in this chapter, "county" neans, in the case of a

. I 3 : . I ’ ] £ i
. . I i I : : I 73 :

. I ve. | I . holl |
i I . L i . . hich tl I )

Sec. 705. RCW?29.68.100 and 1985 ¢ 45 s 5 are each anended to read
as follows:

CONGRESS- - NOTlI CES OF SPECI AL PRI MARY AND SPECI AL ELECTI ON. After
calling a special primary and special vacancy election to fill a
vacancy in the ((efHHHee—-of)) United States house of representatives or
the United States ((senater)) senate from this state, the governor
shall imediately notify the secretary of state who shall, in turn,
i mredi ately notify the county auditor of each county wholly or partly
wi thin which the vacancy exi sts.

Each county auditor shall publish notices of the special primry
and the special vacancy election at |east once in any |egal newspaper
published in the county, as provided by RCW 29.27.030 and 29.27.080
respectively.

Sec. 706. RCW?29.68.130 and 1985 ¢ 45 s 7 are each anended to read
as follows:

CONGRESS- - GENERAL, PRI MARY ELECTI ON LAWS TO APPLY-- Tl ME DEADLI NES,
MODI FI CATI ONS. The general election laws and | aws relating to partisan
primaries shall apply to the special primaries and vacancy el ections
provided for in RCW 29.68.080 through ((29-68-2%26)) 29.68.100 (as
recodified by this act) to the extent that they are not inconsistent
with the provisions of these sections. Statutory time deadlines
relating to availability of absentee ballots, certification,
canvassing, and related procedures that cannot be net in a tinely
fashion may be nodified for the purposes of a specific primary or
vacancy el ection under this chapter by the secretary of state through
energency rul es adopted under RCW 29. 04. 080.
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NEW SECTION.  Sec. 707. PRECI NCT COW TTEE OFFI CER If a vacancy
occurs in the office of precinct conmttee officer by reason of death,
resignation, or disqualification of the incunbent, or because of
failure to elect, the respective county chair of the county centra
coonmittee shall fill the wvacancy by appointnent. However, in a
| egislative district having a majority of its precincts in a county
with a population of one mllion or nore, the appointnent may be nade
only upon the recommendation of the legislative district chair. The
person so appointed nust have the sane qualifications as candi dates
when filing for election to the office for that precinct. Wen a
vacancy in the office of precinct commttee officer exists because of
failure to elect at a state general election, the vacancy may not be
filled until after the organization neeting of the county central
commttee and the new county chair has been sel ected as provi ded by RCW
29. 42. 030.

PART 8
VOTERS' PAMPHLETS

Subpart 8.1
State Voters' Panphl et

Sec. 801. RCW 29.81.210 and 1999 ¢ 260 s 1 are each reenacted to
read as foll ows:

PRI NTI NG AND DI STRI BUTI ON. The secretary of state shall, whenever
at | east one statew de neasure or office is schedul ed to appear on the
general election ballot, print and distribute a voters' panphlet.

The secretary of state shall distribute the voters' panphlet to
each household in the state, to public libraries, and to any other
| ocations he or she deens appropriate. The secretary of state shal
al so produce taped or Braille transcripts of the voters' panphlet,
publicize their availability, and mail w thout charge a copy to any
person who requests one.

The secretary of state may nake the material required to be
distributed by this chapter available to the public in electronic form
The secretary of state may provide the material in electronic formto
conputer bulletin boards, print and broadcast news nedia, comrmunity
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conputer networks, and simlar services at the cost of reproduction or
transm ssion of the data.

Sec. 802. RCW?29.04.035 and 1984 ¢ 41 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

PROHI Bl TI ON AGAI NST CAMPAI GN MATERI ALS DECEPTI VELY SIM LAR TO
VOTERS PAMPHLET. No person or entity may publish or distribute any
canpaign material that is deceptively simlar in design or appearance

to a voters' panphl et ((er—~<candidates—panphlet—or——conbihationthereof—

whi-eh—parphlet—oer—conbinatioen)) that was published by the secretary of
state during the ten-year period ((pr+er—te)) before the publication or

distribution of the canpaign nmaterial by the person or entity. The
secretary of state shall take reasonable neasures to prevent or to stop
violations of this section. Such neasures nmay include, anong others,
petitioning the superior court for a tenporary restraining order or
ot her appropriate injunctive relief. In addition, the secretary may
request the superior court to inpose a civil fine on a violator of this
section. The court is authorized to levy on and recover from each
violator a civil fine not to exceed the greater of: (1) Two dollars
for each copy of the deceptive material distributed, or (2) one
t housand dollars. 1In addition, the violator ((shal—be)) is liable for
the state's |egal expenses and other costs resulting from the
vi ol ati on. Any funds recovered under this section ((shalH)) nust be
transmtted to the state treasurer for deposit in the general fund.

Sec. 803. RCW 29.81.220 and 1999 ¢ 260 s 2 are each reenacted to
read as foll ows:

CONTENTS. The voters' panphlet nust contain:

(1) Information about each ballot neasure initiated by or referred
to the voters for their approval or rejection as required by RCW
29. 81. 250;

(2) In even-nunbered years, statenents, if submtted, advocating
the candidacies of nomnees for the office of president and vice
president of the United States, United States senator, United States

representative, governor, |ieutenant governor, secretary of state,
state treasurer, state auditor, attorney general, conmm ssioner of
public | ands, superi nt endent of public instruction, i nsur ance

conm ssioner, state senator, state representative, justice of the
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suprene court, judge of the court of appeals, or judge of the superior
court. Candidates may also submt a canpaign mailing address and
t el ephone nunber and a photograph not nore than five years old and of
a size and quality that the secretary of state determnes to be
suitable for reproduction in the voters' panphlet;

(3) In odd-nunbered years, if any office voted upon statew de
appears on the ball ot due to a vacancy, then statenents and phot ographs
for candidates for any vacant office listed in subsection (2) of this
section nust appear;

(4) In even-nunbered years, a section explaining how voters may
participate in the el ection canpai gn process; the address and tel ephone
nunber of the public disclosure comm ssion established under RCW
42.17.350; and a summary of the disclosure requirenents that apply when
contributions are made to candi dates and political conmttees;

(5) I'n even-nunbered years the nanme, address, and tel ephone nunber
of each political party with nomnees listed in the panphlet, if filed
with the secretary of state by the state conmttee of a major politica
party or the presiding officer of the convention of a mnor political
party;

(6) In each odd-nunbered year inmmedi ately before a year in which a
president of the United States is to be nomnated and elected,
i nformati on expl aining the precinct caucus and conventi on process used
by each major political party to elect delegates to its national
presidential candi date nom nating convention. The panphlet nust also
provide a description of the statutory procedures by which mnor
political parties are formed and the statutory nethods used by the
parties to nom nate candi dates for president;

(7) I'n even-nunbered years, a description of the office of precinct
commttee officer and its duties;

(8) An application formfor an absentee ball ot;

(9) A brief statenment explaining the deletion and addition of
| anguage for proposed nmeasures under RCW 29.81. 260;

(10) Any additional information pertaining to elections as may be
required by law or in the judgnment of the secretary of state is deened
informative to the voters.

Sec. 804. RCW 29.81.230 and 1999 ¢ 260 s 3 are each reenacted to
read as fol |l ows:
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EXPLANATORY STATEMENTS. (1) Explanatory statenents prepared by the
attorney general under RCW 29.81.250 (3) and (4) nust be witten in
clear and concise |anguage, avoiding legal and technical terns when
possible, and filed with the secretary of state.

(2) Wen the explanatory statenent for a neasure initiated by
petition is filed with the secretary of state, the secretary of state
shall imedi ately provide the text of the explanatory statenent to the
person proposing the neasure and any others who have made witten
request for notification of the exact |anguage of the explanatory

statenment. \When the explanatory statenent for a neasure referred to
the ballot by the legislature is filed wwth the secretary of state, the
secretary of state shall immediately provide the text of the

explanatory statenent to the presiding officer of the senate and the
presiding officer of the house of representatives and any others who
have nade witten request for notification of the exact |anguage of the
expl anat ory st at enent.

(3) A person dissatisfied with the explanatory statenent may appeal
to the superior court of Thurston County within five days of the filing
date. A copy of the petition and a notice of the appeal nust be served
on the secretary of state and the attorney general. The court shal
exam ne the neasure, the explanatory statenent, and objections, and nmay
hear argunents. The court shall render its decision and certify to and
file wth the secretary of state an explanatory statenment it determ nes
will nmeet the requirenments of this chapter

The decision of the superior court is final, and its explanatory
statenent is the established explanatory statenent. The appeal nust be
heard w thout costs to either party.

Sec. 805. RCW?29.27.076 and 1967 ¢ 96 s 3 are each anended to read
as follows:

NOTI CE OF CONSTI TUTI ONAL AMENDMENTS AND STATE MEASURES- - EXPLANATCORY
STATEMENT. The attorney general shall, by the first day of July
precedi ng each general election, prepare the explanatory statenents
required in RCW 29.27.074. Such statenents shall be prepared in clear
and concise |anguage and shall avoid the use of legal and other
technical terns insofar as possible. Any person dissatisfied with the
expl anatory statenent so prepared nay at any tine within ten days from
the filing thereof in the office of the secretary of state appeal to
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the superior court of Thurston county by petition setting forth the
proposed state neasure, the explanatory statenent prepared by the
attorney general, and his or her objection thereto and praying for the
amendnent thereof. A copy of the petition and a notice of such appeal
shall be served on the secretary of state and the attorney general

The court shall, upon filing of the petition, examne the proposed
state neasure, the explanatory statenent, and the objections thereto
and may hear argunent thereon and shall, as soon as possible, render

its decision and certify to and file with the secretary of state such
expl anatory statenent as it determnes wll neet the requirenent of RCW
29.27.072 through 29.27.076. The decision of the superior court shal
be final and its explanatory statement shall be the established
expl anatory statenent. Such appeal shall be heard w thout costs to
ei ther party.

Sec. 806. RCW 29.81.240 and 1999 ¢ 260 s 4 are each reenacted to
read as foll ows:

ARGUVENTS. Committees shall wite and submt argunents advocati ng
the approval or rejection of each statew de ballot issue and rebuttals
of those argunents. The secretary of state, the presiding officer of
the senate, and the presiding officer of the house of representatives
shal |l appoint the initial tw nenbers of each conmttee. I n maki ng
these conmittee appointnents the secretary of state and presiding
officers of the senate and house of representatives shall consider
| egi sl ators, sponsors of initiatives and referenduns, and other
i nterested groups known to advocate or oppose the ballot neasure.

The initial two nmenbers nmay select up to four additional nenbers,
and the commttee shall elect a chairperson. The remaining conmmttee

menber or nmenbers may fill vacancies through appoi ntnent.
After the conmttee submts its initial argunment statenents to the
secretary of state, the secretary of state shall transmt the

statenents to the opposite commttee. The opposite conmttee may then
prepare rebuttal argunents. Rebuttals may not interject new points.
The voters' panphlet may contain only argunent statenents prepared
according to this section. Argunents may contain graphs and charts
supported by factual statistical data and pictures or other
illustrations. Cartoons or caricatures are not permtted.
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Sec. 807. RCW 29.81.250 and 2002 ¢ 139 s 2 are each reenacted to
read as foll ows:

FORVAT, LAYQUT, CONTENTS. The secretary of state shall determ ne
the format and | ayout of the voters' panphlet. The secretary of state
shall print the panphlet in clear, readable type on a size, quality,
and wei ght of paper that in the judgnment of the secretary of state best
serves the voters. The panphlet nust contain a table of contents.
Federal and state offices nust appear in the panphlet in the sane
sequence as they appear on the ballot. Measures and argunents nust be
printed in the order specified by RCW29.79. 300.

The voters' panphlet nust provide the followng information for
each statew de issue on the ballot:

(1) The legal identification of the nmeasure by serial designation
or nunber;

(2) The official ballot title of the measure;

(3) Astatenent prepared by the attorney general explaining the | aw
as it presently exists;

(4) A statenent prepared by the attorney general explaining the
effect of the proposed neasure if it becones |aw,

(5) The fiscal inpact statenent prepared under RCW 29. 79. 075;

(6) The total nunber of votes cast for and agai nst the neasure in
t he senate and house of representatives, if the neasure has been passed
by the | egislature;

(7) An argunent advocating the voters' approval of the neasure
together with any statenment in rebuttal of the opposing argunent;

(8) An argunent advocating the voters' rejection of the neasure
together with any statenment in rebuttal of the opposing argunent;

(9) Each argunent or rebuttal statenment nust be followed by the
names of the commttee nenbers who submitted them and nmay be foll owed
by a tel ephone nunber that citizens may call to obtain information on
t he bal | ot neasure;

(10) The full text of each neasure.

Sec. 808. RCW 29.81.260 and 1999 ¢ 260 s 6 are each reenacted to
read as foll ows:

AMENDATORY STYLE. Statewi de ballot neasures that amend existing
| aw nmust be printed in the voters' panphlet so that | anguage proposed
for deletion is enclosed by doubl e parentheses and has a |ine through
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it. Proposed new | anguage nust be underlined. A statenent explaining

the deletion and addition of |anguage nust appear as follows: " Any
| anguage i n doubl e parentheses with a line through it is existing state
law and will be taken out of the law if this neasure is approved by

voters. Any underlined | anguage does not appear in current state |aw
but will be added to the law if this nmeasure is approved by voters."

Sec. 809. RCW 29.81.280 and 1999 ¢ 260 s 8 are each reenacted to
read as foll ows:

ARGUMENTS- - REJECTI QN, DI SPUTE. (1) If in the opinion of the
secretary of state any argunent or statenment offered for inclusion in
the voters' panphlet in support of or opposition to a neasure or
candidate contains obscene matter or matter that 1is otherw se
prohi bited by law fromdistribution through the mail, the secretary may
petition the superior court of Thurston County for a judicial
determnation that the argunent or statenment nmay be rejected for
publication or edited to delete the matter. The court shall not enter
such an order wunless it concludes that the matter is obscene or
ot herwi se prohibited for distribution through the mail

(2)(a) A person who believes that he or she may be defamed by an
argunent or statenent offered for inclusion in the voters' panphlet in
support of or opposition to a nmeasure or candidate may petition the
superior court of Thurston County for a judicial determ nation that the
argunent or statenent may be rejected for publication or edited to
del ete the defamatory statenent.

(b) The court shall not enter such an order unless it concl udes
that the statenent is wuntrue and that the petitioner has a very
substantial |ikelihood of prevailing in a defamation action.

(c) An action under this subsection (2) nust be filed and served no
|ater than the tenth day after the deadline for the subm ssion of the
argunment or statenent to the secretary of state.

(d) If the secretary of state notifies a person naned or identified
in an argunment or statenent of the contents of the argunent or
statement within three days after the deadline for subm ssion to the
secretary, then neither the state nor the secretary is liable for
damages resulting from publication of the argunent or statenent unless
the secretary publishes the argunent or statenent in violation of an
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order entered under this section. Nothing in this section creates a
duty on the part of the secretary of state to identify, |ocate, or
notify the person.

(3) Parties to a dispute under this section nmay agree to resolve
the dispute by rephrasing the argunment or statenent, even if the
deadline for submssion to the secretary has elapsed, unless the
secretary determnes that the process of publication is too far
advanced to permt the change. The secretary shall pronptly provide
any such revision to any commttee entitled to submt a rebuttal

ar gunent . If that commttee has not yet submitted its rebuttal, its
deadline to submt a rebuttal is extended by five days. If it has
submtted a rebuttal, it may revise it to address the change within

five days of the filing of the revised argunent with the secretary.

(4) In an action under this section the commttee or candi date nust
be named as a defendant, and may be served with process by certified
mail directed to the address contained in the secretary's records for
that party. The secretary of state shall be a nomnal party to an
action brought under subsection (2) of this section, solely for the
purpose of determning the content of the voters' panphlet. The
superior court shall give such an action priority on its cal endar.

Sec. 810. RCW 29.81.290 and 1999 ¢ 260 s 9 are each reenacted to
read as foll ows:

ARGUMENTS- - PUBLI C | NSPECTI ON. (1) An argument or statenent
submtted to the secretary of state for publication in the voters'
panphl et is not available for public inspection or copying until:

(a) In the case of candidate statenents, (i) all statenents by al
candi dates who have filed for a particular office have been received,
except those who informed the secretary that they will not submt
statenents, or (ii) the deadline for subm ssion of statenents has
el apsed;

(b) I'n the case of argunents supporting or opposing a neasure, (i)
the argunents on both sides have been received, unless a conmttee was
not appointed for one side, or (ii) the deadline for subm ssion of
argunents has el apsed; and

(c) In the case of rebuttal argunents, (i) the rebuttals on both
si des have been received, unless a commttee was not appointed for one
side, or (ii) the deadline for subm ssion of argunents has el apsed.
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(2) Nothing in this section prohibits the secretary fromrel easing
i nformati on under RCW 29. 81. 280(2)(d).

Sec. 811. RCW 29. 81. 300 and 1999 ¢ 260 s 10 are each reenacted to
read as fol |l ows:

PHOT OGRAPHS. Al | phot ographs of candidates submtted for
publication nmust conform to standards established by the secretary of
state by rule. No photograph may reveal <clothing or insignia

suggesting the holding of a public office.

Sec. 812. RCW 29.81.310 and 1999 c¢ 260 s 11 are each amended to
read as foll ows:

CANDI DATES' STATEMENTS- - LENGTH. (1) The maxi num nunber of words
for statenents submitted by candidates is as follows: State
representative, one hundred words; state senator, judge of the superior
court, judge of the court of appeals, justice of the suprenme court, and
all state offices voted upon throughout the state, except that of
governor, two hundred words; president and vice president, United
States senator, United States representative, and governor, three
hundr ed words.

(2) Argunents witten by conmmttees under RCW ((29-81-230))
29.81.240 (as recodified by this act) may not exceed two hundred fifty
words in | ength.

(3) Rebuttal argunments witten by commttees nay not exceed
seventy-five words in |ength.

(4) The secretary of state shall allocate space in the panphlet
based on the nunber of candi dates or nom nees for each office.

Subpart 8.2
Local Voters' Panphl et

Sec. 813. RCW 29.81A. 010 and 1984 c 106 s 3 are each anmended to
read as foll ows:

AUTHORI ZATI ON- - CONTENTS- - FORVAT. At | east ninety days before any
primary or general election, or at |least forty days before any speci al
el ection held under RCW 29.13.010 or 29.13.020, the legislative
authority of any county or first-class or code city may adopt an
ordi nance authorizing the publication and distribution of a |ocal
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voters' panphlet. The panphlet shall provide information on all
measures wthin that jurisdiction and may, if specified in the
ordi nance, include information on candidates within that jurisdiction.
If both a county and a first-class or code city within that county
authorize a |local voters' panphlet for the sane el ection, the panphlet
shall be produced jointly by the county and the first-class or code
city. If no agreenent can be reached between the county and first-
class or code city, the county and first-class or code city may each
produce a panphlet. Any ordi nance adopted authorizing a | ocal voters

panphl et may be for a specific primary, special election, or genera

el ection or for any future primaries or elections. The format of any
| ocal voters' panphlet shall, whenever applicable, conply with the

provi sions of ((ehapters—29-80—and)) chapter 29.81 RCW regarding the
publication of the state candi dates' and voters' panphlets.

Sec. 814. RCW 29.81A.020 and 1994 ¢ 191 s 1 are each anmended to
read as foll ows:

NOTI CE OF PRODUCTI ON- - LOCAL GOVERNMENTS' DECI SI ON TO PARTI Cl PATE
(1) Not later than ninety days before the publication and distribution
of a local voters' panphlet by a county, the county auditor shall
notify each city, town, or special taxing district |ocated wholly
within that county that a panphlet will be produced.

(2) If a voters' panphlet is published by the county for a primry
or general election, the panphlet shall be published for the elective
of fices and ball ot neasures of the county and for the elective offices
and ball ot neasures of each unit of |ocal governnent |ocated entirely
within the county which will appear on the ballot at that primary or
el ection. However, the offices and neasures of a first class or code
city shall not be included in the panphlet if the city publishes and
distributes its own voters' panphlet for the primary or election for
its offices and neasures. The offices and neasures of any other town
or city are not required to appear in the county's panphlet if the town
or city is obligated by ordinance or charter to publish and distribute
a voters' panphlet for the primary or election for its offices and
measures and it does so.

If the required appearance in a county's voters' panphlet of the
of fices or neasures of a unit of l|ocal governnment would create ((unhde
Fundue})) undue financial hardship for the unit of governnent, the
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| egislative authority of the wunit may petition the legislative
authority of the county to waive this requirenent. The legislative
authority of the county may provide such a waiver if it does so not
| ater than sixty days before the publication of the panphlet and it
finds that the requirenment would create such hardship.

(3) If acity, town, or district is located within nore than one
county, the respective county auditors may enter into an interloca
agreenent to permt the distribution of each county's local voters'
panphlet into those parts of the city, town, or district |ocated
out side of that county.

(4) If a first-class or code city authorizes the production and
distribution of a |ocal voters' panphlet, the city clerk of that city
shall notify any special taxing district |ocated wholly wthin that
city that a panphlet will be produced. Notification shall be provided
in the manner required or provided for in subsection (1) of this
section.

(5 A unit of local governnent located within a county and the
county may enter into an interlocal agreenent for the publication of a
voters' panphlet for offices or neasures not required by subsection (2)
of this section to appear in a county's panphlet.

Sec. 815. RCW 29.81A.030 and 1984 c 106 s 5 are each reenacted to
read as foll ows:

ADM NI STRATI VE RULES. The county auditor or, if applicable, the
city clerk of a first-class or code city shall, in consultation with
the participating jurisdictions, adopt and publish adm nistrative rul es
necessary to facilitate the provisions of any ordinance authorizing
production of a local voters' panphlet. Any anmendnent to such a rule
shall also be adopted and published. Copies of the rules shall
identify the date they were adopted or |ast anended and shall be nade
avai |l abl e to any person upon request. One copy of the rul es adopted by
a county auditor and one copy of any anended rules shall be submtted
to the county legislative authority. One copy of the rul es adopted by
a city clerk and one copy of any anended rules shall be submtted to
the city legislative authority. These rules shall include but not be
limted to the foll ow ng:

(1) Deadlines for decisions by cities, towns, or special taxing
districts on being included in the panphlet;
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(2) Limts on the length and deadlines for subm ssion of argunents
for and agai nst each neasure;

(3) The basis for rejection of any explanatory or candidates’
statenment or argunment deened to be |ibel ous or otherw se i nappropri ate.
Any statenents by a candidate shall be limted to those about the
candi date hinself or herself;

(4) Limts on the Ilength and deadlines for submssion of
candi dates' statenents;

(5) An appeal process in the case of the rejection of any statenment
or argunent.

Sec. 816. RCW 29.81A.040 and 1984 c 106 s 6 are each amended to
read as foll ows:

CONTENTS. The local voters' panphlet shall include but not be
l[imted to the foll ow ng:

(1) Appearing on the cover, the words "official |ocal voters'
panphlet,"” the nane of the jurisdiction producing the panphlet, ((the
Fusei-etans—that—have—Aeasures—or—cahdi-dates—n—t-he—panphtet—)) and
the date of the election or primary;

(2) Alist of jurisdictions that have neasures or candidates in the
panphl et ;

(3) Information on how a person may register to vote and obtain an
absent ee ball ot;

((3))) (4) The text of each neasure acconpani ed by an expl anatory
statenment prepared by the prosecuting attorney for any county neasure
or by the attorney for the jurisdiction submtting the neasure if other
than a county neasure. All explanatory statenments for city, town, or
district nmeasures not approved by the attorney for the jurisdiction
submtting the neasure shall be reviewed and approved by the county
prosecuting attorney or city attorney, when applicable, before
inclusion in the panphlet;

((64)Y)) (5) The argunents for and agai nst each neasure submtted by
comm ttees sel ected pursuant to RCW 29. 81A. 080.

Sec. 817. RCW 29.81A.050 and 1984 c¢ 106 s 7 are each reenacted to
read as foll ows:

CANDI DATES, WHEN | NCLUDED. If the legislative authority of a
county or first-class or code city provides for the inclusion of
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candidates in the local voters' panphlet, the panphlet shall include
the statenents from candi dates and may al so include those candi dates'
phot ogr aphs.

Sec. 818. RCW 29.81A.060 and 1984 c¢ 106 s 8 are each reenacted to
read as foll ows:

MAI LI NG As soon as practicable before the primary, special
el ection, or general election, the county auditor, or if applicable
the city clerk of a first-class or code city, as appropriate, shall
mai | the |l ocal voters' panphlet to every residence in each jurisdiction
that has included information in the panphlet. The county auditor or
city clerk, as appropriate, may choose to mail the panphlet to each
regi stered voter in each jurisdiction that has included information in
the panphlet, if in his or her judgnent, a nore economcal and
effective distribution of the panphlet would result. |[If the county or
city chooses to nmail the panphlet to each residence, no notice of
el ection otherwi se required by RCW 29.27. 080 need be published.

Sec. 819. RCW29.81A.070 and 1984 c¢ 106 s 9 are each reenacted to
read as foll ows:

COST. The cost of a local voters' panphlet shall be considered an
el ection cost to those I ocal jurisdictions included in the panphlet and
shall be prorated in the manner provided in RCW 29. 13. 045.

Sec. 820. RCW 29.81A.080 and 1994 c 191 s 2 are each reenacted to
read as foll ows:

ARGUMENTS ADVOCATI NG APPROVAL AND DI SAPPROVAL- - PREPARATI ON  BY
COWM TTEES. For each nmeasure froma unit of |ocal government that is
included in a local voters' panphlet, the legislative authority of that
jurisdiction shall, not Ilater than forty-five days before the
publication of the panphlet, formally appoint a commttee to prepare
argunent s advocati ng voters' approval of the neasure and shall formally
appoint a conmttee to prepare argunents advocating voters' rejection
of the neasure. The authority shall appoint persons known to favor the
measure to serve on the comnmttee advocating approval and shall,
whenever possi bl e, appoint persons known to oppose the neasure to serve
on the conmmttee advocating rejection. Each commttee shall have not
nmore than three nenbers, however, a conmttee may seek the advice of
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any person or persons. |If the legislative authority of a unit of |ocal
governnent fails to nmake such appointnents by the prescribed deadline,
the county auditor shall whenever possible nake the appoi ntnents.

PART 9
BALLOTS AND OTHER VOTI NG FORMS

Sec. 901. RCW 29.27.020 and 1990 ¢ 59 s 8 are each reenacted to
read as foll ows:

CERTI FYI NG PRI MARY CANDI DATES. On or before the day follow ng the
|last day for political parties to fill vacancies in the ticket as
provi ded by RCW29. 18. 150, the secretary of state shall certify to each
county auditor a list of the candi dates who have fil ed decl arati ons of
candidacy in his or her office for the primary. For each office, the
certificate shall include the nanme of each candidate, his or her
